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Prepare for power outages 
with a Generac

home standby generator 

By Bob Arnold      

A popular former town Alderman, 
who resigned six years ago when his 
employment put him in a conflict-
of-interest situation, will return to 
Wesson's governing board.

In municipal elections last month, 
Van Graham won a three-way race for 
Alderman-at-Large, garnering 92 votes 
against incumbent Stephen Ashley's 61 
and challenger Mark Douglas' 45.

Wesson voters also re-elected 
incumbent Mayor Alton Shaw and 
Aldermen Larry Hall (Ward 1), Jarrad 
Ashley (Ward 2), Billy Ellison (Ward 3) 
and Mike King (Ward 4), who all were 
unopposed in a low-turnout election 
with only 198 persons casting ballots.  
Shaw captured 181 votes throughout 
the four wards.  In the Aldermen races, 
Ellison's 57 votes topped all the other 
candidates, with King's 22 the lowest 
vote total.  Hall and Ashley received 51 
and 48 votes respectively.

The Mayor and Aldermen were 

sworn in at a 6 p.m. City Hall ceremony 
on Tuesday, June 29, before the July 
Aldermen's meeting the following 
Tuesday, July 6. 

The low turnout mirrored voting 
throughout Mississippi, which analysts 
said stemmed from the lack of excitement 
in an off-year and possibly lingering 
questions about the election system 
raised in the 2020 Presidential race.

Graham originally served ten years 
as a Wesson Alderman, starting in 
July, 2005, and continuing until his 
resignation in August, 2015, after a 
State Ethics Commission opinion 
that a town cannot do business with a 
company which employs an alderman.  
At the time, Graham worked at Wesson 
Ace Hardware from which he has since 
retired.

A Wesson native and graduate 
of Wesson High School, Graham 
attended Co-Lin on a band scholarship, 
then started his career in the hardware 
business in the Jackson area, where he 
worked until 1991, with the exception 

of six months in Savannah, Georgia.  
He and his wife Wendi returned to 
Wesson to take over the home in 
which his grandparents had resided 
on Ninth Street.  He joined Wesson 
Ace Hardware in 2000.  He has a 
daughter, Jessica Renee, and a son, 
John Marshall (wife Sarah) and two 
grandsons, Gabriel and Ian.

When Graham left town government 
ten years ago, he lifted up a vision 
encompassing wide involvement of 
citizens -- not just their aldermen 
-- in government, a citizenry which 
understands the issues affecting 
Wesson and how its government 
works, attends board meetings, takes 
pride in the town, seeks to contribute 
to it and has a sense of ownership in 
community development.  

Graham cited Dollar General's 
decision to locate in Wesson as a high 
point during his previous service as an 
Alderman.

"The Board had laid the groundwork 
for the new business, and Mayor Shaw 

made a personal telephone call to the 
company's officials to make it happen," 
he relates.  Graham also considered 
the Old School community center, 
new sidewalks, work which was then 
scheduled to begin on the municipal 
park and the  renovation of City Hall 
as high points that reflected "emphasis 
the town has placed on developing 
sources of revenue outside sales and 
property taxes through grants from 
federal and state government and 
private organizations."

Graham also added "I have learned 
that things take time.  It can be years 
after the photo op with the giant 
cardboard check that you get the real 
check to begin a project."  He credited 
the town's relationship with the 
Mississippi Municipal League (MML) 
for helping improve governance by 
the Board of Aldermen and guiding 
it in serving Wesson.  An MML 
speaker, who talked about "Changing 
the Character of Citizens," shaped 
Graham's vision of involved citizenry.   

Graham returns as town Alderman

By Bob Arnold      

In line with public school 
enrollments expected throughout 
Mississippi, Wesson Attendance 
Center (WAC) anticipates a decline 
during the 2021-2022 year.

The 2021-22 school year begins in 
Wesson on Thursday, August 5.  

"We expect about 890  students to 
enroll," says WAC principal Tommy 
Clopton.  "It will affect the amount 
money we get from the state to 
operate, but most other schools are 
facing the same enrollment declines 
and budget cuts."

Clopton expects the elementary 
school to enroll about 420 students, 
the junior high grades, between 155-
160 and the high school, 293.

Six new teachers will join WAC this 
year:

•Mary Elizabeth Allen, second grade
•Ashley Grubbs, elementary math

•Megan Logan, eighth grade 
language arts

•Charles Maxie, high school math 
and assistant football coach

•Stacy Windham, alternate school 
teacher

•Jennifer Whittington, sixth grade
With the retirement of Marilyn 

Phillips, Vanda Brister will take over 
as elementary school teacher (see 
stories elsewhere).  

In spite of the  lower enrollment, 
WAC athletic programs will move 
into 3A regional competition above 
their level the past few years.  

WAC expects enrollment declineProsecutor retires

Special to Wesson News

Town officials feted Robert Lawrence, 
who retired following 16 years of 
service to Wesson as a municipal 
judge and as municipal prosecutor 
in recent years.  Left to right are 
Municipal Judge Jeff Varas, Municipal 
Clerk Angela Hester, Lawrence and 
Public Defender M.A. Bass.

Special to Wesson News

Tommy Clopton, WAC principal, Vanda Brister, assistant principal, and High 
School Principal Dr. Barbara Roberson  are planning the 2021-21 school year at 
Wesson Attendance Center.

cont. on page 2
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From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 21, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 22, WAC will hold open 
registration onsite at the elementary 
school library for both parents and 
guardians of prospective new students 
and those of returning students who 
do not want to take advantage of a 
new online registration process.  New 
students include those who have been 
home schooled or attended other 
schools. 

"All students attending WAC must 
reside within its district or have been 
released by their local school board and 
approved by the Copiah County School 
Board," Clopton notes. "Otherwise, 
law requires students to attend school 
in the districts where they live.  

"Residency means a student resides 
full time, days and nights throughout 
the week and on weekends, at a 
place of abode within the limits of 
the school district.  Students must 
reside full time at the address used for 
registration.  Further, students must 
live with a natural parent or have legal 
documentation on file with WAC that 
they are under the guardianship of 
someone."

To enroll for classes at WAC, four 
documents for each incoming student, 

who did not attend the school last year, 
must be provided:

•Birth certificate 
•Social Security Card
•Original copy of Mississippi 

Immunization Form 121 
•The final report card from the 

previous school
All students planning to attend WAC, 

even if they were enrolled last year, 
must show residency proof, including 
one document from each of three 
groups with the name of the registrant's 
parent or legal guardian: 

•Real estate documentation.  
Mortgage papers or property deed, 
original apartment rental agreement 
or home lease (receipts will not 
be accepted) of a filed homestead 
exemption form;

•Utility bill or deposit receipt (lights, 
water, gas) dated within the last two 
months (cell phone bills will not be 
accepted);

•Other proof. Drivers license, 
voter registration card or automobile 
registration.

If documents of legal guardians are 
used to prove residency, the registrant 
must provide a copy of the court order 
appointing the guardian or the filed 
petition for a pending guardianship 

decree.  Children or youth living 
with an adult other than parents or 
legal guardians in the district may be 
enrolled at WAC in cases of death or 
serious illnesses of the parents or legal 
guardians, abandonment, abuse or 
neglect; unstable or detrimental family 
relationships or living conditions, or 
exchange students with host families.  
In such cases, the district resident 
housing the students must provide 
an affidavit stating the relationship 
to them and documentation fully 
explaining the circumstances.  WAC 
may also require temporary placement 
and custody orders from courts.

WAC encourages parents or 
guardians of returning students to 
register online at www.copiah.ms, 
where they will need to sign in as an 
ActiveParent.  If they have forgotten 
login information, it is available at 
WACEnroll@copiah.ms or at 601-
643-2221 Monday through Thursday 
7:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 7:30 
a.m.-11:30 a.m.  Once logged in as 
an ActiveParent, a drop-down menu 
guides users through student selection 
and the registration process.  Registrants 
should be prepared to download copies 
of required documents, the same ones 
required for new students.   

WAC expects enrollment decline
cont. from page 1

Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During June, Wesson Police Department 
activity encompassed:  
Responses to:
• One child abuse
• One petty larceny
• One malicious mischief
• One vandalism
• One motor vehicle accident

Arrests & citations for:
• Twelve speeding violations
• One expired tag
• One petty larceny
• One contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor
• One possession of a controlled substance
• One noise ordinance violation
• One disregard for a traffic device (stop 
sign)
• One improper motor vehicle equipment

Wesson Police conduct nightly business checks.  
On school days, they facilitate traffic flow at 
Wesson Attendance Center, with officers on duty 
between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. 
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Principal's heart stays in classroom
By Bob Arnold

 Since 2016, folks around town 
have known Vanda Brister as 
an elementary school teacher 
at Wesson Attendance Center, 
and they're confident, as she 
takes over as assistant princi-
pal, WAC's kindergarten through 
sixth grade remain in good hands 
as an educator with her heart in 
the classroom.

Brister is taking the reins at 
WAC elementary with the de-
parture of Marilyn Phillips, who 
served as elementary principal 
for the past two years after retir-
ing from her long-held position 
as the principal overseeing the 
overall WAC facility.

"My job is now supporting el-
ementary students, their teach-
ers and other support staff and 
their parents," Brister says.  "As 
a teacher with my heart in the 
classroom, you can be sure you'll 
find me teaching -- to help as I 
can and see what is needed at the 
same time.  As an administrator, 
I plan to engage an amazing team 
of teachers and be their leader."

Brister grew up in the Wesson 
area on a small farm on Watson 
Road not far from the Sylvarena 
Road truck stop in an extend-
ed family with her parents and 
grandparents.  She enjoyed play-
ing and working with farm ani-
mals, gardening and fishing.  She 
says the seeds of her career in ed-
ucation were planted at the Nena 
Smith Dance Studio, where she 
was an instructor in the hours af-
ter attending Wesson Attendance 
Center.  She also played soccer at 
Wesson High School.

After graduating from WHS 
in 2001, she enrolled at Co-Lin 
as a nursing student, but decided 
after a semester that she wanted 
to make a difference with kids in 
the classroom, like her teachers 
did when she was at WAC.  She 
never liked or understood math, 
but Philip Knight changed that 
in the classroom for her.  

"I wanted to introduce kids to 
new things and present things 
in novel ways to make a differ-
ence in their lives," she recalls.  
"My reward over more than two 
decades as a teacher has been 
seeing children succeed.  Help-
ing students recognize their own 

success and being able to see 
when they recognize their suc-
cesses is the biggest reward of 
all."

Brister earned an Associate 
Degree in Applied Science with 
an elementary education spe-
cialty at Co-Lin, completed a 

BS Degree in K-8 Elementary 
Education with endorsements in 
reading and science at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi 
in 2005 and worked at Pearl El-
ementary from 2006-2012 and 
Simpson Central at Pinola, Mis-
sissippi, from 2013-2016 be-
fore returning to teach at WAC.  
Along the way, she has received 
National Board Certification 
and has just about wrapped up 
work on a Masters Degree in 
educational leadership at Mis-
sissippi College.     

Brister and her husband Tyler, 
an offshore maintenance coordi-
nator for Chevron, live in Crys-
tal Springs with two children -- 
Tate, 13, and Mason, 9.

What are your hobbies?
I am busy at school and being 

a mom for kids, but find time for 
reading and photography.  My 
husband and I are active members 
of New Zion Baptist Church, serv-
ing on the mission team on which 
we travelled to Haiti once, and 

look forward to returning.  Our lo-
cal mission focus is work with the 
homeless.  As a member of the Ju-
nior Auxiliary of Copiah County, a 
women's organization, I have an-
other outlet for working with chil-
dren and meeting their needs

What do you read?
Mostly professionally-relat-

ed educational material on best 
practices, culture, leadership 
and teamwork.  I also like Chris-
tian literature written by Priscila 
Shirer and David Platt.

What kind of music do you like?     
Christian music.  I listen to 

K-Love Radio and sing in the 
church choir in which I make  a 

joyful noise and not take on solo 
parts.

Do you enjoy movies or theater?   
As a genre, I am into family 

drama.  I enjoy Gray's Anatomy.  
I visit New York City now and 
then to see Broadway produc-
tions, and to Brookhaven to see 
some Little Theater -- most re-
cently Peter Pan and The Diary 
of Ann Frank.

What would you do with lottery 
winnings if you were so lucky?                                                                             

I would spend on my family 
and give to church missions.

How would you change the 
world?                                                                                                                         

People need to look at the pos-
itives in life and love people for 
who they are like Jesus did.  I 
would help make that happen, 
and also give teachers a pay raise.

Did the pandemic change 
you as a teacher?

We teachers found we could 
rise to the occasion and do more 
in difficult situations to assure 
student achievement and well 
being.   We came out of it with 
more confidence that we could 
respond to student needs. 

Special to Wesson News
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$25
Antiques, Collectibles 

&
Flea Market Items

Something for everyone!

Required tools & school supplies
 Children enrolled in the WAC kindergarten and grades one through six must bring a variety of 
supplies, including tools for their school work such as pencils, crayons, scissors, and notebook; and 
personal hygiene items such as hand soap, wipes, sanitizers, and paper towels:

  Kindergarten:  
• Box of Kleenex
• Fiskar blunt-tip scissors
• 3 rolls of paper towels 
• 2 boxes of eight Crayola crayons 

(no jumbo) 
•  4  boxes of twenty-four Crayola 

crayons (no jumbo)
• 1 box of Crayola Washable Markers
• 2  two-pocket plastic folders with 

brads 
•  2 Elmers school glue bottles
•  2 Germ-X hand sanitizers
•  Foaming hand soap
•  24  non-decorative wood pencils 

(Ticonderoga recommended), 
•  4 glue stick four-packs
•  2 containers of Clorox wipes
•  1 party favors pack for prize box
•  1 four-pack of Play-Doh
•  1 heavy duty leather or canvas 

zipper bag (no boxes)
•  1 backpack (large enough for folder 

and extra clothing)
•  1 box of gallon freezer bags
•   1 quart-size box of Ziploc freezer 

bags
•  Change of clothes in a gallon 

Ziploc with name on it (shirt, pants, 
underwear, socks) to be kept in 
backpack

•  1 book bag (large enough for folder 
& extra clothing)

First Grade: 
•  Zippered bank bag (not plastic) 
•  4  twenty-four packs of Children's 

Fiskar scissors
•  16 glue sticks, Elmers Glue bottle, 
•  2 wide-ruled singe subject spiral 

notebooks
•  2 plastic folders with brads & 

pockets
•  2 pink pearl erasers
•  2 packs #2 Ticonderoga pencils
•  4 rolls of paper towels

•  3 boxes of Kleenex
•  1 refillable water bottle
•  1 container Clorox wipes
•  2 bottles of Germ-X
•  Bottle of foaming hand soap
•  12 x 18 manila paper
 

  Second Grade:  
•  12 glue sticks
•  4 packages of Ticonderoga 

wooden pencils
•  1 package of wide-rule loose leaf 

paper
•  3 boxes of Kleenex tissue
•  1 packages of four dry erase 

markers
•  2 packages of pencil-top erasers
•  1 package manila paper
•  1 zipper pouch
•  1 bottle Germ-X
•  1 package construction paper
•  1 water bottle
•  3 one-subject wide-rule notebooks
•  3 packages of 24 crayons
•  4 rolls paper towels
•  1 pair of scissors
•  5 plastic pocket folders
•  2 containers of Clorox wipes
•  1 box of quart Ziploc bags for girls
•  1 box of gallon Ziploc bags for boys 

 
  Third Grade:

•  3 boxes of crayons
•  Hand sanitizer
•  4 packs of cap erasers
•  3 glue sticks
•  3 boxes Kleenex tissues
•  6 packages of 24 wooden pencils
•   3 packages of wide-ruled wireless 

composition b & w notebooks
•  Scissors
•  2 or 1 large package(s) of 

disinfecting wipes

•  3 rolls of paper towels
•  Black dry erase markers
•  Highlighters
•  Pouch of crayons
•  3 plastic pocket folders without 

prongs
•  Hand-held pencil sharpener
•  Gallon Ziploc bags for girls 
•  Quart Ziploc bags for boys 
 

  Fourth Grade:
•  1 pack of 24 non-decorative U.S.A. 

Gold or Ticonderoga wooden 
pencils (no Dixon)

•  2 containers of Clorox wipes
•  1 pack of construction paper
•  3 boxes of 24 Crayola crayons
•  1 USB jump drive
•  4 packs of cap erasers
•  1 pack of pen style highlighters
•  2 glue sticks
•  3 packs of wide-ruled loose leaf 

notebook paper
•  1 wide-rule spiral notebook for 

Science & Social Studies
•  2 non-spiral composition notebook 

for reading & language arts
•  4 boxes of 100 or more Kleenex 

tissues
•  2 eight-packs of Crayola markers
•  2 rolls of paper towels
•  1 large bottle of Germ-X
•  1 box of quart Ziploc bags for girls
•  1 box of gallon Ziploc bags for bo 

 
  Fifth Grade:  

•  2  packs of mechanical pencils
•  Sturdy pencil pouch with zipper 

(i.e., bank bag)
•  2 packs of wooden pencils
•  1 pack of cap erasers
•  1 pack of colored pencils
•  1 pack of washable markers
•  1 hand-held pencil sharpener

•  1 pack of highlighters
•  2 packs of black expo markers
•  2 packs of Elmer's brand glue 

sticks
•  2 heavy duty one-inch 3-ring 

binders
•  1 composition notebook
•  1 package of four plastic tab 

dividers with pockets
•  5 packages of wide-ruled notebook 

paper (with reinforced edge if 
possible)

•  3 boxes of Kleenex
•  2 rolls of paper towels
•  1 bottle of hand sanitizer
•  1 container of disinfectant wipes

  Sixth grade:  
•  4 packs of #2 mechanical pencils 
•  Replacement lead for mechanical 

pencils
•  1 pack of pink block erasers (at 

least two per pack)
•  2 one-inch heavy duty binders 
•  Three-hole binder pouch
•  1 sturdy plastic pocket folder 

without prongs (any color)
•  1 red plastic pocket folder with 

prongs (any color) for math
•  2 packages of reinforced loose 

leaf paper or loose leaf paper & 
reinforcers

•  1 set of eight plastic dividers
•  4 highlighters (different colors) 
•  1 pack of at least two black dry 

erase markers
•  1 package of colored markers or 

colored pencils with sharpener
•  2  rolls of paper towels 
•  2 containers of disinfectant wipes
•  1 large bottle of hand sanitizer
•  2 small non-scientific hand-held 

calculators
•  1 portable memory drive (jump 

drive) for saving computer work

http://www.youravon.com/juliaarnold
http://www.milltownmallms.com/
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207 South Railroad Avenue Brookhaven, MS 39601

601-833-1456
www.lplcpas.com

Patrick E. Lowery, CPA
Sharon E. Payn, CPA
Stacy B. Leggett, CPA

Lowery, Payn and Leggett, CPA’s strives to 
ensure our clients accomplish their �nancial 

goals by providing the highest quality 
accounting, tax, audit and consulting services.

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested

Club leads Gardening 
Week celebration

By Bob Arnold

  Wesson Garden Club (WGC) helped the town participate in the 
celebration of National Garden Week last month.

 National Garden week raises awareness of gardening and hor-
ticulture and encourages people to take pride in their community 
through gardening.  National Garden Clubs, Inc., with local gar-
den clubs throughout the U.S. sponsor events associated with the 
week-long celebration.

 Wesson Garden Club's activities last month included:
• Donation of two books to Wesson Public Library -- Time 

to Plant by James T. Farmer, III, and A Perfect Garden by Lucy 
London.

• Floral arrangements for businesses.  WGC members used 
flowers, unique wood pieces and greenery from their yards to cre-
ate colorful floral arrangement for local business. They delivered 
33 arrangements, which were displayed in recycled water bot-
tles, carry-out boxes and bowls, to-go containers and glass jars to 
demonstrate the importance of recycling and protecting the envi-
ronment.

• Library gardening books display.  The WGC education com-
mittee set up a gardening book display at Wesson Public Library.

• New planters donation to library.  WGC donated two con-
tainer gardens to the Wesson Public Library to recognize its re-
modeling and grand reopening.  The WGC container garden com-
mittee created them to sit by the front door to welcome library 
guests and visitors.

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Garden Club donated front door welcoming flowers to public library.

Open 11-6 Daily Tuesday-Saturday
Closed on Sundays and Mondays

Salads, Baskets, Plate Lunches,
PoBoys & Bevrages

http://lplcpas.com
http://www.wessonacehardware.com
https://www.facebook.com/skeetburgers/
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Coughlin Elder Care Law, LLC

Protecting Your Legacy
· Special Needs

· Assets Protection
· Care Coordination
· Medicaid Planning
· Veterans Benefits
· Life Care Planning
· Advanced Planning

· Nursing Home Coordination

 1-888-953-4229     601-982-4444

Today's Plan is
Tomorrow's Legacy.

Let us help protect you
and your loved ones.“The Legal Lady"

Cathy Cronin Coughlin

www.CoughlinElderCareLegacy.com
Free background information available upon request

• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

By Guest Columnist Dr. Stephanie Duguid

When we think of vision, we simply think of what we see without thinking 
much about it.  According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, vision is “the act 
or power of seeing” or “the special sense by which the qualities of an object 
constituting its appearance are perceived through a process in which light 
rays entering the eye are transformed by the retina into electrical signals that 
are transmitted to the brain via the optic nerve”.  

The eyes are much more complex than anyone realizes.  If your eyes feel 
healthy, it is easy to assume they are healthy.  But many eye diseases do not 
have any warning signs.  So, you could have an eye problem and not know 
it.  The good news:  there is a lot you can do to set yourself up for a lifetime 
of seeing well.  

Vision disease and vision loss do not have to be a normal part of 
getting older!  There is a lot you can do right now to keep your eyes 
healthy and prevent vision problems in the future.  It all starts with 
taking care of your overall health.  Set yourself up for a lifetime 
of seeing your best with these eight tips from the National Eye 
Institute.

1. Find an eye doctor you trust.  Many eye diseases do not have any early 
symptoms.  You could have a problem and not know it. The good news is that 
an eye doctor can help you stay on top of your eye health. 

2. Ask how often you need a dilated eye exam.  Getting a dilated eye 
exam is the single best thing you can do for your eye health. It is the only 
way to find eye diseases early, when they are easier to treat, and before they 
cause vision loss.

3. Add more movement to your day.  Physical activity can lower your 
risk for health conditions that can affect your vision, like diabetes and high 
blood pressure. 

4. Get your family talking… about eye health history.  Some eye 
diseases, like glaucoma and age-related macular degeneration, can run in 
families. While it may not be the most exciting topic of conversation, talking 
about your family health history can help everyone stay healthy. 

5. Step up your healthy eating game.  Eating healthy foods helps prevent 
health conditions like diabetes or high blood pressure that can put you at risk 
for eye problems. Eat right for your sight by adding more eye-healthy foods 
to your plate. Try dark, leafy greens like spinach, kale, and collard greens. 
And pick up some fish high in omega-3 fatty acids like halibut, salmon, and 
tuna.

6. Protect your eyes.
• Wear sunglasses. Protect your eyes from the sun by wearing sunglasses 
— even on cloudy days! Be sure to look for sunglasses that block 99 to 
100 percent of both UVA and UVB radiation.

• Wear protective eyewear. Safety glasses and goggles are designed to 
protect your eyes during certain activities, like playing sports, doing 
construction work, or doing home repairs. You can buy them from most 

eye care providers and some sporting goods stores.
 • Give your eyes a rest. Looking at a computer for a long time can 
tire out your eyes. Rest your eyes by taking a break every 20 minutes 
to look at something about 20 feet away for 20 seconds.
• If you wear contacts, take steps to prevent eye infections. Always 
wash your hands before you put your contact lenses in or take them 

out. Be sure to disinfect your contact lenses and replace them regularly. 
7. Stay on top of long-term health conditions — like diabetes and high 

blood pressure.
Diabetes and high blood pressure can increase your risk for some eye 

diseases, like glaucoma. 
8. If you smoke, make a quit plan.  Quitting smoking is good for almost 

every part of your body, including your eyes!  Stopping the habit will help 
lower your risk for eye diseases like macular degeneration and cataracts. 

Protecting your overall health can go a long way toward keeping your 
eyes healthy. It is important to make healthy choices and take good care of 
yourself.

EDITOR'S NOTE:  Stephanie Duguid is Dean of Academic Instruction at Co-Lin.  She 
is also an athletic trainer and nutrition specialist and has been teaching courses related 
to those two areas as well as practicing what she preaches for more than twenty years.

Setting your sight on vision

http://www.riverwoodfamily.com
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Sports Bar & Restaurant 

505 West Monticello Street  Brookhaven  601-990-2366

Curbside
Service

Monday-Saturday
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

WESSON AREA
DINING GUIDE

To advertise your restaurant in our 
dining guide, call Bob Arnold at 

601-990-3003 ext. 700 

Southern Cooking with a Flair
The old Wesson Porches menu in a new ambiance at Hazlehurst

Lunch 
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Dinner
Thursday:  5:30-8 p.m.
Friday:  5:30 p.m-9 p,m.

Special Event Night
Saturday dinner & entertainment

5:30 p.m.-Until?

New Orleans Style Brunch
Sunday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Le Soul. 101 West Gallatin Street Hazlehurst, Mississippi 39083 601-623-9091

https://www.facebook.com/MagnoliaBluesBbqCompany/
https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
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By Guest Columnist R. Shaw Furlow

 “It all begins with a song.” 
 I’ve heard Co-Lin Hall of Fame member Tricia 
Walker say these words many times.  The Grammy 
Award winning songwriter says without a song there 
is no performer, no audience.  And so the Overbrook 
Songwriters Festival, which showcases song makers, 
is returning to Brookhaven this summer.  
 As with nearly everything, last year’s festival was 
cancelled. This is the second year of the songwriters 
gathering. This year,  twenty-five songwriters from all 
over the country will perform in five venues -- all in 
downtown Brookhaven within walking distance.
 Songwriter festivals are popping up all over the country now.  In 2019, 
Overbrook was one of  four festivals in Mississippi.  Now I know of at 
least three more.  The biggest one is in Ocean Springs, where fourteen 
venues host hundreds of songwriters from Friday through Sunday.  
 You've  never heard of most the songwriters.   But I’ve learned over the 
years that you do not have to live in New York City, L.A. or Nashville to 
write good songs. There are good songwriters in Wesson and Loyd Star, 
and festivals like Overbrook give them the opportunity to demonstrate 
their talents. Many songwriters do not gig or play at bars and 
parties, but rather choose a quieter venue where the song is 
heard.  And that’s what Overbrook is all about.
 While you probably haven't heard of most of the artists 
performing at this year's Overbrook, there are two headlin-
ers who have garnered national attention:   

• Ed Tree grew up in Brookhaven and was a guitar hero 
at a very early age. After college, he moved to California, 
where he started work as a guitar player for the likes of Rita 
Coolidge and Spencer Davis.  His touring days are behind him now, but 
he stays busy producing records for other artists -- writing songs,  as well 
as playing local shows with his band The Tall Man Group, “a group of 
five guys who all write songs and get together and play for one another,” 
says Tree. Every month, they all put a song idea in a hat from which they 
draw.  All five then write a song for the next month using that idea. “It’s 
not a competition, but I want my song to be the best,” Tree says.  You can 
hear him at 7 p.m. Saturday, August 7, at Recess 101.

• Friday night (August 6) at Recess, Pascagoula native  Libby Rae Wat-
son brings her saltwater blues to the stage. Watson is the winner of numer-
ous blues awards and is a regular at The Juke Joint Festival in Clarksdale 
and The North Mississippi Hill Country Picnic in Waterford.  Watson’s 
show is full of energy, stories and Americana music.

 Overbrook's Saturday  venues begin music at noon that continues until 
6 p.m.   It's free to all.  Magnolia Blues and Betty’s Eat Shop on Whit-
worth Avenue, Georgia Blue on Railroad Avenue and Brookhaven Sound 

Studios on Cherokee Street are the afternoon venues, while Recess hosts 
the night shows. The late night show at Betty’s on Satur-
day begins at 9 p.m.,  and it was the most attended show in 
2019.
 Cynthia Brando, from California, and Bob Bogaert, from 
Illinois, are among out-of-towners, and there will be local 
musicians like Tony Norton, Cody Dunaway, the Old Trou-
badour Charline Hewitt and crowd-favorite Mike J. Case, 
who grew up in Brookhaven and now resides in Philadel-
phia, Mississippi.  They will take the stage Saturday after-
noon.   .

 One of the fun aspects of this festival will the writer’s circle held at Ty-
ler Bridge’s Brookhaven Sound Studios.  All songwriters who are not on 
the bill can come in and sit around and play their songs for one another.  
Some even ask for a critique.  Last time, partnerships were formed, and 
co-writers wrote songs together.
 Check out the Overbrook Songwriters Festival on Facebook for up-
dates.  A complete list of venue owners and the financial sponsors is up 
on Facebook, too.  A festival like this would never happen without their 
generosity.
 This festival is like none other in our little corner of the world. Do you 
like original music sung by the person who wrote it?  Do you like to hear 
the stories behind the song?   Then make plans to attend. You’ll enjoy it, 
and you’ll be supporting the arts.

EDITOR'S NOTE:  Shaw Furlow is a local composer, musician and 
arts promoter.  He produces an internet-based video show -- From the 
Shadyside -- that spotlights area musical talent and is a consultant to 
school bands in the region. 

Wesson News

Song makers are coming to town

Special to Wesson News

Libby Rae Watson

Special to Wesson News

Ed Tree

https://www.facebook.com/Southern-Welding-Supply-INC-277719545610810/
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2015 Honda Accord EX-L Sedan, Low Miles, Sunroof, Leather, Super Nice!
•2009 GMC Sierra 1500, Crew Cab, RWD, Low Mileage
•2014 GMC Yukon XL, Low Mileage, Leather, Super Nice
•2010 Volkswagen CC Sport, Low Mileage, Like New!
•2012 Ford Edge SEL, 4dr Crossover, Brown, Black Leather Interior
•2013 Mercedes Benz, E-Class, E 350, Sport, 4 Matic, Black, Black Leather interior
•2013 Honda Accord EXL, Sunroof, Leather, Backup Camera, X--tra Nice
•2012 Buick Enclave Premium, Leather, Pano Sunroof, Rear Camera, 3 row seats 
•2015 Kia Optima EX Leather, Rear Camera, Great Gas mileage, Sharp
•2011 Avalon Limited, Sunroof, Leather, Navi, Premium sound, Rear camera, Luxury

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

2014 GMC Yukon XL

2 rows of seats, Leather, Rear A/C and Heat,New Tires, Nice!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2011 Dodge Ram Sport

Crew Cab, 5.7 V8 Hemi, New Tires, Super Nice!

Glasper retiring 
after 34 years

By Bob Arnold

 After 34 years, Joe Glasper is officially retiring as a Town 
of Wesson maintenance worker, but don't be surprised if you 
continue to see him on the job.

 A special come-and-go reception on Friday, July 16, from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at City Hall will honor Glasper's long-time 
servuce and wish him well in retirement.

But you aren't going to get rid of him that easily.  After 
a mandatory 90-day leave required when an employee re-
tires from a municipal job, Glasper plans to return part time 
to read meters for the water department and help as needed 
when water and sewer lines need to be repaired, roads need 
to be cleared after storms and other incidents that bring down 
trees and limbs and cause other debris-disruptions. 

Glasper started working for the town on shovels and load-
ers, and is retiring as a supervisor.  

A life-long Wesson resident, he graduated from Wesson 
High School (WHS) in 1974, where he played football and 
basketball and led the Cobras to winning seasons on the grid-
iron and court.

Glasper stayed on at Wesson Attendance Center as janitor 
for the elementary school, leaving after three years for his 
first stint in maintenance services for the Town of Wesson.  
In 1982, he joined Co-Lin's maintenance staff, and then came 
back to the Town of Wesson after five years in 1987. 

Glasper grew up in the St. Peter Rock Baptist Church at 
Beauregard and now is a member of Faith Baptist Church at 
Bogue Chitto.  He and his wife Rhonda have two grown sons 
-- Joe Ellis, Jr., 40, a maintenance supervisor for Greenbriar, 
Mississippi, and Terrance, 34, who is a supervisor at a Laurel, 
Mississippi, lumber yard.  They have nine grandchildren and 
are regular foster parents  for kids 12-13 years old.

Special to Wesson News

http://www.MarketplaceMotors.net
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2021-22 WAC Calendar
AUGUST

1,3,4

3

5

13

Teacher workshop 

Faculty & sta get id badges.  8:30 a.m.
Meet the Teacher (6 p.m.-7 p.m), Open House/PTO Meeting  
Seventh Grade orientation     

First school day for students 

Meet the Cobras.  Old gym.  6:30 p.m.

Beta Club invitation ceremonies (TBD)

Kindergarten universal screener starts (TBD)

September
1,2,3

6

7

9

14

17

30

School day pictures

Labor Day holiday (school closed)

Ring presentation to juniors

First Nine-Weeks Progress Reports 

Juniors order rings

Homecoming

Makeup picture day

OCTOBER
6,7,8

11,12

13

15

19

23

26

28

Nine Week Tests 

Fall Break

College Fair

Report cards.

Presentation of invitations to seniors

High School Pageant

Seniors order invitations

Fall Festival (5 p.m.-7:30 p.m.)

Who's Who pictures (TBD)

november
11

13

22-26

tbd

Second Nine-Weeks Progress Reports

Veterans Day program

Elementary Beauty Pageant

Thanksgiving Holidays 

Book Fair

December
15-17

20

tbd

Nine-Week Tests 

Christmas Holidays begin

Wesson Christmas Parade.  Classes dismissed at 2:20 p.m.

January
3

4

17

18

Teacher Work Day/Student Holiday

School resumes for second semester

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday.

Parents pick up report cards.  10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Student holiday.

February
10  Third Nine-Week Progress Reports

 Valentine's Dance for grades 4-6.  6 p.m.-8 p.m. (TBD)

 African American History program.  (TBD)

 ACT Statewide (Eleventh Grade only) (TBD)

mARCH
9-11

14-19

21

24

25

  Nine-Week Tests 

Spring Break

School resumes

Spring pictures

Report cards sent

April
15

15,18

16

28

29

 Fourth Nine-Week Progress Reports

 Easter Holiday/Weather Day

 Prom (tentative)

 Vespers rehearsal at WAC

 Vespers rehearsal at Co-Lin

may
1

20

23-25

26

30

Vespers  7 p.m.    

Graduation

Nine-Weeks Tests

Teacher Workday

Memorial Day

Elementary Awards program.  Grades 2-3.  9 a.m. (TBD)

Grades 4-6.  12:30 p.m.  (TBD)

Senior Awards Night (TBD)

Junior High & High School Awards (TBD)

Kindergarten Awards program (TBD)
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Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

Aldermen, liquor, bank $$ & closure

Special to Wesson News

Aldermen considerations.   The 
Wesson Board of Aldermen learned 
of plans to continue modernizing  
Christmas decor downtown, in-
cluding Garden Club commitments 
to acquire new lighted snowflakes 
with power outlets for utility poles 
and donation of a snowflake orna-
ment by the King family in mem-
ory of the late Beverly King.  At 
its June meeting, town Aldermen 
also approved reappointment of 
Police Officer Ron Boysel to a full-
time position after he had moved 
to part-time position service.  The 
Aldermen took no actions on a rec-
ommendation about  installing a 
security system at the Old School 
Community Center by Police Chief 
Chad O'Quinn and a request re-
ceived from Addie Erwin for a 
painted mural on the side of Mill-
town Salon & Spa in the downtown 
section on Highway 51.   

Liquor deliveries.  Effective July 1, 
licensed alcohol retailers could begin 
adding delivery service, but area stores 
were not moving to pay the $500 for a 
permit to do so.  In Brookhaven, Bob 
Hamm at Brookway Wine & Spirits 
summed up their problem:  "It's too 
complicated, and there's too much li-
ability."  Hamm suggested delivery 
services might go into the business 
and buy product from liquor stores.  
Permits are available from the Mis-
sissippi Department of 
Revneue. 

$9 million flowing 
into Lincoln County.  
Five Community De-
velopment Financial 
Institutions (CDFIs) 
in the area have received funds from 
the U.S. Treasury Department's CDFI 
Rapid Response Program under the 
FY2021 Consolidated Appropriations 
Act to promote economic develop-
ment.  CDFIs are private financial 

institutions dedicated to delivering 
responsible affordable lending to help 
low income, low wealth and other dis-
advantaged people and communities 
join the economic mainstream.  As 
CDFIs, Bank of Brookhaven, Bank-
Plus, Pike National Bank, First Bank 
and Bank of Franklin, along with 47 
other financial institutions across Mis-
sissippi, have received equal grants of 
$1.82 million.  Some $9 million has 
flowed into Lincoln County alone.  "It 

means more capital on 
hand to help businesses 
and community facili-
ties remain viable as we 
rebuild after a very dif-
ficult economic year," 
says Mississippi U.S. 
Senator Cindy Hyde-
Smith of Brookhaven.

Manufacturer closes.  The 
Brookhaven branch of Des Moines-
based Keystone Electric Manufac-
turing (KEM) in Linbrook Industrial 

Park, which opened in the area two 
years ago, has shut down following 
the sale of the company to Systems 
Control (SC) in Iron Mountain, Mich-
igan.  Keystone designed and pro-
duced customized turnkey systems 
for electrical power grids to protect, 
transmit and distribute energy from 
source to customers.  Brookhaven 
native Fred Buie, who owned Key-
stone and expanded it to his home-
town, said his business plans always 
called for selling the company, but 
the opportunity to do so came soon-
er than expected.  Although SC con-
sidered maintaining the Brookhaven 
facility at first, the company decided 
to consolidate operations in Michigan 
and Iowa.  KEM offered to transfer 
Brookhaven employees to Iowa or 
provide a generous severance pack-
age to them.  Buie, who owns the 
Linbrook Industrial Park building 
the housed KEM, is working with 
Brookhaven and Lincoln County of-
ficials to find new tenants. 

Special to Wesson News

In the decisive third game of the 2021 Men's College World Series finals, Mississippi State battered Vanderbilt by a score of 9-0 and claimed the Division I national 
championship -- its first national championship in any team sport.  

https://www.brookhavenmonument.com/
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Mail to:  The Wesson News
P.O. Box 1028
Wesson, MS  39191

894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

Artist of the Month
     Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild (BRAG) members have chosen Gayle Quick as their 
June Artist of the Month for Campfire Stories, a 4-inch x 6-inch ink on paper.  Each 
month, BRAG members submit artwork based on which their fellow members choose 
the Artist of the Month.  Member voting is on the 27th of each month from 8 a.m.- 
10 p.m., and BRAG announces the chosen artists on the 28th of each month.  BRAG 
is an offshoot of Brookhaven Trust organized in the early 1990s to save and restore 
Mary Jane Lampton Auditorium now part of the Mississippi School of the Arts on the 
former historic Whitworth College Campus.  The Trust's Fine Arts Committee, tasked 
to preserve the arts in Brookhaven and help revitalize its arts community through 
exhibitions, art talks and competitions, evolved into BRAG after a group of area women 
started meeting on a regular basis in the mid 00s to create works.  BRAG first met in 
January 2014.  Contact BRAG at 813 Highway 51 N, Brookhaven, MS 39601-2079 or 
visit BRAGarts.com.

Special to Wesson News

http://www.wessonnews.com
https://www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net/
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To advertise your restaurant in our 
dining guide, call Bob Arnold at 

601-990-3003 ext. 700 

Wesson Garden Club has recognized the June 
landscaping efforts of Cindy and David Higgs at 1026 
Boland Street, Kristi and Joshua Watts at 1066 Hardie 
Street, the Co-Lin maintenance department for work at 
the President's home and Joy Wesbrooks at 4155 Highway 
51 in town residential, rural residential, organizational and 
summer design award categories.  The awards, based 
on maintenance principles and elements of landscape 
design, seek to encourage ongoing beautification 
and cleanliness of the Wesson area and cultivate a 
citizenry that values and protects natural resources and 
assumes responsibility for enhancing the environment.  
The Garden Club's Yard of the Month awards honor 
landscapes during the spring, summer and fall. 

Wesson Garden Club Honor Yards
All photos Special to Wesson News

Co-Lin President's home.

Higgs property.

Wesbrooks property.   

Watts property.

https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
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Special to Wesson News

Four Co-Lin women athletes and three men have been honored for 
their performances in softball and soccer.

Third baseman Carlon Brabham, pitcher Cera Blanchard and catcher 
Abigail Carter were named to the 2021 National Junior College 
Athletic Association's (NJCAA) All-Region 23 women's softball team. 
Brabham and Blanchard also were named to the 2021 National Junior 
College Athletic Association’s (NJCAA) Division II Second Team All-
Americans.  Eli Fratesi (Leland/Washington School), Joel Ibanez (Isle 
of Man, England) and Lawson Pearson (Wiggins/Stone County High 
School) were named to the All-Mississippi Association of Community 
College Conference (MACCC) South Division men's soccer Second 
Team.  Elise Mullins of Meadville was named to the All-Mississippi 
Association of Community College Conference (MACCC) South 
Division women's soccer Second Team.

Brabham, a sophomore from Amite, Louisiana, led the Lady Wolves 
in batting average (.449), home runs (18), RBIs (63), hits (61), slugging 
percentage (.912) and on base percentage (.506). The Lady Wolves 
third baseman was second on the team with nine doubles and 20 walks.  
Blanchard, a freshman pitcher from Metairie, Louisiana, was third in the 
NJCAA with a 1.55 ERA. She was 15-4 on the season with 16 complete 
games, 140.1 innings pitched, 138 strikeouts, and 47 walks. At the plate, 
Blanchard was second on the team with a .470 on base percentage. She 
batted .367 with three home runs, 40 hits, eight doubles and .541 slugging 
percentage.  Carter, a sophomore catcher from Mendenhall, led the team 
in walks with 21. The Simpson Academy product was second on the 
team in home runs (13), slugging percentage (.689) and doubles (nine). 

On the his teams' honorees, Co-Lin head soccer coach Tom Cosgrave 
made these observations:

• "Eli was one of the top scorers in the regular season for the 
conference.  He's a natural finisher with electric 
pace who pounces on defenders' mistakes. He had 
a great freshman season coming back from a tough 
surgery from his senior year."

• "Joel was our captain and leader from the 
United Kingdom.  He led by example all year 
on both sides of the ball. He broke down a lot of 
counters defensively in the middle and was crucial 
in the buildup going forward with his passing 
ability. After only having one semester in the States, 
we are excited about Joel's progress coming back."

• "Lawson was lightning quick at outside back who was very tough 
to beat defensively.  He won a lot of his one-on-one match-ups this season 
when we needed and was a key part of our defense. He has an excellent 

attitude with everything he does and is a pleasure to coach."
• "Elise was the hardest working player on our team this season.  

She never stopped running and worked hard in the center of the field, she 
made it very difficult to get past her. She is a credit to the team with her 
work ethic both on and off the field."

 The Lady softball Lady Wolves, coached by Meleah Howard,¬¬ 
finished the 2021 season with a 32-11 overall record and a 22-6 conference 
record.  In their first year back, the men's soccer Wolves finished with 
a 4-7-2 overall record, 1-7-2 in the South Division, while the women's 
team finished 1-11.

Soccer returned to Co-Lin after a four-year hiatus. During the hiatus, 
there was a change to recruiting rules that allowed 
more international players to join a conference team 
than had been previously allowed. The coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pushed back the 2020 season, which 
normally plays in the fall, to the spring of 2021. The 
addition of a turf field in H. L. Stone Stadium in 
August of 2019 gave the Co-Lin program a new 
home. 

WAC sports.  Wesson High School football team 
starts its season August 27 at Tylertown and a new 

volleyball team makes its debut August 9 at Lawrence County.  The 
football Cobras Homecoming game is September 17 against Lumberton.  
Wesson Attendance Center athletic teams will play at the 3A level during 
2021-22 season.

Co-Lin athletic stars & WAC sports
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Sports Bar & Restaurant 

505 West Monticello Street  Brookhaven  601-990-2366

Curbside
Service

Monday-Saturday
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

WAC Sports 
Calendar

Football Cobras  
August  
27  at  Tylertown  
September 
  3  Frankline County 
10  at Wilkinson County  
17  Lumberton (Homecoming) 
24  at Mize 

October 
  1  Hazlehurst 
  8  Raleigh 
15  at Crystal Springs 
22  at Magee 
29  McLaurin  
November 
  5, 12, 19, 26, December 4 
Playo�s/Championship 
All Games Played at 7 p.m.  

 
Volleyball Cobras  

August  
   9  at Lawrence 
County 
10  at St. Andrews 
14  at Salem Tourney 
16  Salem 
17  Brookhaven 
23  at Salem 
26  Lawrence County 
30  Port Gibson 
* JV - Junior Varsity      
* V- Varsity 

 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m.(V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
TBA  
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
 

September 
   2  at Crystal Springs 
   7  at Franklin County 
   9  St. Andrews 
1 4  Crystal Springs 
16   at Hazlehurst 
21   Hazlehurst 
23  at Brookhaven 
28  Franklin County 
October  
4  at Port Gibson  

 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
6 p.m. (V) 
6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
 
5 p.m. (JV) 6 p.m. (V) 
 

 

http://richardgrindstaff.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MagnoliaBluesBbqCompany/
https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
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207 South Railroad Avenue Brookhaven, MS 39601

601-833-1456
www.lplcpas.com

Patrick E. Lowery, CPA
Sharon E. Payn, CPA
Stacy B. Leggett, CPA

Lowery, Payn and Leggett, CPA’s strives to 
ensure our clients accomplish their �nancial 

goals by providing the highest quality 
accounting, tax, audit and consulting services.

https://www.facebook.com/lplcpas/
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Thanks for supporting
our expanded digital issue!

Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

Southern Cooking with a Flair
The old Wesson Porches menu in a new ambiance at Hazlehurst

Lunch 
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Dinner
Thursday:  5:30-8 p.m.
Friday:  5:30 p.m-9 p,m.

Special Event Night
Saturday dinner & entertainment

5:30 p.m.-Until?

New Orleans Style Brunch
Sunday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Le Soul. 101 West Gallatin Street Hazlehurst, Mississippi 39083 601-623-9091

http://www.milltownmallms.com/
http://www.wessonacehardware.com
https://www.facebook.com/skeetburgers/
https://www.brookhavenmonument.com/
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2015 Honda Accord EX-L Sedan, Low Miles, Sunroof, Leather, Super Nice!
•2009 GMC Sierra 1500, Crew Cab, RWD, Low Mileage
•2014 GMC Yukon XL, Low Mileage, Leather, Super Nice
•2010 Volkswagen CC Sport, Low Mileage, Like New!
•2012 Ford Edge SEL, 4dr Crossover, Brown, Black Leather Interior
•2013 Mercedes Benz, E-Class, E 350, Sport, 4 Matic, Black, Black Leather interior
•2013 Honda Accord EXL, Sunroof, Leather, Backup Camera, X--tra Nice
•2012 Buick Enclave Premium, Leather, Pano Sunroof, Rear Camera, 3 row seats 
•2015 Kia Optima EX Leather, Rear Camera, Great Gas mileage, Sharp
•2011 Avalon Limited, Sunroof, Leather, Navi, Premium sound, Rear camera, Luxury

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

2014 GMC Yukon XL

2 rows of seats, Leather, Rear A/C and Heat,New Tires, Nice!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2011 Dodge Ram Sport

Crew Cab, 5.7 V8 Hemi, New Tires, Super Nice!

Events prepare teachers, 
students & parents 
Wesson News

 In a variety of settings during August, 
Wesson Attendance Center (WAC) will 
offer advice, information and support 
to help teachers, students and parents 
alike successfully navigate the events 
and challenges they will face in the ten 
months of the 2021-22 school year.

• Teachers return to WAC  before 
students for a staff development program 
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
August 2, 3 and 4, that will orient them to 
their working environment, review their 
job landscape and expectations and give 
them direction to perform well.  Faculty 
and staff will get their ID badges starting 
at 8 a.m. on August 3.

• From 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 3, parents and students can learn 
more about WAC: At an open house,  
students, parents and teachers will so-
cialize informally, and  a Parent Teach-
ers Organization (PTO) meeting will 
show parents how they can sustain their 
relationship with WAC throughout the 
school year.  

Kindergarten and elementary school 
children and their parents will have an 
opportunity to meet teachers, make sure 
they have acquired the proper school 
supplies required for the classroom expe-
rience and talk the nature of studies over 

the coming year.  
Incoming seventh graders and their 

parents can also learn about moving to 
junior high and high school.

"In order to help our seventh grade stu-
dents transition from the elementary side 
of the building to the junior high side of 
the building, we will host an orientation 
for parents and students," explains WAC 
Principal Tommy Clopton.  "Students 
and parents will have the opportunity to 
meet teachers, see their classrooms, and 
ask questions that will help make the 
transition a smoother process.  Moving 
to the seventh grade is a big step for our 
students, and our administration and staff 
aim to do everything we can to make the 
process a smooth one."

• Meet the Cobras on Thursday, Au-
gust 13, will introduce students to WAC's 
athletic program at the Old Gym.  Play-
ers and coaches will make presentations 
in a rally-like atmosphere.  

 WAC also publishes an annual 
82-section handbook for students that in-
forms and guides parents and teachers on 
elementary school and high school pro-
cedures and policies.  Topics range from 
response to emergencies to counseling 
services and dress code to the grading 
system and truancy.   The entire hand-
book is accessible on the WAC web site 
(http://wac.ccsd.schoolfusion.us). 

• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

http://www.marketplacemotors.net
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894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

WAC bus routes and rules
Wesson News

 Buses on nine different routes provide transportation for WAC ele-
mentary and high school students.  They include:

• Bus # 32-09.  Driver Ben Barner.  Co-Lin, Highway 51 b/w Barner & Star-
key Lane, Dixie Garden, Cline, Brownswell, Pleasannt Lane, Miller Lane, 
Britt's Trailer Park, Syvarena b/w Precious Moments & Highway 51. 

• Bus # 15-13.  Driver Michelle Berch.  Martin, Elkins, Monticello b/w 
Deason &Rockport, Roberts Lane, King, Carpenter, Beasley south of 
King Road, Williamson, Swilley, Warren Lane, Rockport South of King 
Road, Beauregard b/w Monticello & Wooten.

• Bus # 49-71.  Driver Jennifer Crapps.  Anderson, Gloster, Paradise Lane, 
Shannon Lane, Timberlane, East Railroad, Fifth, Sixth, West Seventh, 
Highway 51 b/w Seventh & Main, Wesson Baptist, Main, Stonewall, 
Eighth, Wool, Ninth, Cotten.

• Bus # 18-15.  Driver Brenda Howington.  North, Starkey Lane, Lowery, 
Weeks, Highway 51 b/w Starley Lane & Seventh,  South, Bahalia, East, 
Dickerson Lane, Third, West Fourth, West Railroad, Loom, West Sixth, 
Woodland Hills.

• Bus # 41-12.  Driver Shae Coghlan.  Hotel, Collier, Wolf  Hollow, Pine, 
Old Wesson, Robinson, Highway 51, West, Wells, Pear, Factory, Rocky 
Hill, Clopton, Case, Sylvaena b/w Case Road & Precious Moments, Pre-
cious Moments.

• Bus # 19-16.  Daphne Smith.  Beasley  north of King Road, Pearl Valley, 
Duckworth, Sugar Farm, Highway 27, Dogtown, Highway 472, Jones 
Lane, Swamp Lane, Rockport north of King Road, Russell Circle.

• Bus # 45-14.  Driver Kim Runyan.  Monticello b/w Sardis & Deason, 
Deason, Ryan, Springhill, Back Forty, Broome, Stegall, Tarvar, Wooten, 
Beauregard b/w Wooten & Bahalia, Fourth Street.

• Bus 10-09.  Driver R. L. Ward.  Sylvarena b/w Jackson Liberty & High-
way 28, Cain, Pleasant Valley, Mercy Seat, Salem, John I Hay, Ferguson, 
Ridgewood, Highway 547, Lookout, Highway 28.

• Bus 23-15.  Lott Smith, Forester, Watson, Old Red Star, Hughes Lane, 
Jackson Liberty, Sylvanena b/w Jackson Liberty & Case, Montgomery, 
Cline Lane & Shady Grove.

 School bus riders must remember the driver is the boss responsible for 
their safety and conduct.  The driver has the authority to assign seating and 
should command the respect of riders.  Riding rules include:  

• Board and get off buses on time at assigned stops only.  Bus drivers are 
not required to wait unless they see a student coming to the bus.  In the 
afternoon, buses leave the school promptly at 3:15 p.m.

• Walk to the bus stop facing traffic (if there is no sidewalk) so drivers on the 
road can see you.

• Do not play on or near the road while waiting for a bus. 
• Do not cross a road to get on a bus until it arrives.  On discharge from a 

bus, wait until the driver gives the signal to do so.  Students who live on 
roads with retraces should get on their bus at stops that do not require 
crossing the road.

• Load and unload using the handrail only after the bus comes to a complete 
stop.

• Disruptive behaviors that distract bus drivers are prohibited and acts of 
misconduct are subject discipline -- fighting, smoking, use of profane lan-
guage, possession/use of alcohol and/or drugs, public displays of affec-
tion, sexual activity, throwing objects on the bus (i.e., shooting spitballs 
with rubber bands or bobby pins), etc.  Conduct of students determines 
whether or not they will be entitled to bus transportation.

https://www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Southern-Welding-Supply-INC-277719545610810/
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Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE information, call:

1-866-511-0024
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/clintcour

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became 
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in 
your state may be eligible for coverage with new options. 
Find out if you qualify for Medicare Supplement insurance 
that can help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

6243_D

Get the facts that matter to you: 

 • Critical dates for Medicare eligibility

 • Options that can help keep more money in your pocket

 • Medicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. I understand 
I have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. Policy form 
number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, 
L035TN, L036TN, L037TN, L038TN, F001TN, F002TN)

Refresh during second gardening season
By Guest Columnist Gary R. Bachman

We're starting the second gardening 
season!  

 It’s not about a change in tem-
peratures, because we have to wait 
until September or October to enjoy 
cooler weather.  I introduced the 
idea of second summer because a 
lot of our flowering annuals trans-
planted in April start to run out of 
gas around this time. The heat not 
only wears gardeners out, but it also 
wears out the flowering plants.  Sec-
ond summer gives us the opportuni-
ty to refresh or replace our summer 
color.  

 I started on my landscape re-
fresher a couple of weeks ago.  My 
beloved Vista Bubblegum Supertu-
nias (I call them VBG) start to look 
ragged by early July. I can totally 
understand this, because they’ve 
been growing in my home landscape 
since last October. That is one of the 
benefits of living on the Gulf Coast 
in USDA hardiness zone 9A.

You’d look tired, too, if you’d 
been blooming for nine months 
straight.  So, I started to replace my 
VBG with a pink, spreading, flow-
ering vinca. This allows me to keep 
my pink flowering theme alive, and 
it will show off for the remainder of 
the summer.

Another flowering plant that I love 
for the second summer season is the 
cutting zinnia, Zin-
nia elegans. These 
plants require very 
little in terms of 
maintenance except 
for consistent fer-
tilization and mois-
ture to maintain the 
production of gorgeous flowers all 
season.  Zinnias are easy to grow 

from seed. I’ve promoted the idea 
of succession planting through the 

spring and summer 
by sowing seed ev-
ery three weeks in 
different parts of the 
garden and land-
scape. This keeps 
your favorite variet-
ies looking good all 

summer. I do this with my favorite 
zinnias, Magellan and Benary Giant.

Another idea for second summer 
has been a Southern staple, and 
that is planting marigolds for the 
fall. Due to their nonstop display 
of earthy and warm colors, they are 
perfect for any autumnal decoration 
or display. Fall-planted marigolds 
also have a special name -- mari-
mums. I like them because their col-
or lasts longer than garden mums.

There are a couple of types of 
marigolds that are perfect for the 
fall landscape. My favorites are the 
French marigolds, with autumnal 
colors on single and double flowers.

Even though it’s really hot now, 
believe it or not, it’s time to start 
planting the cool-season greens.  If 
you wait until September to plant 
kale, collards, Swiss chard and the 
like, you won’t be harvesting until 
January. So, for those October/No-
vember greens harvests, you have to 
plant in the second summer season.

Don’t let the hot weather stop your 
garden activities.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Gary Bachman 
is an Extension and research profes-
sor of horticulture at the Mississippi 
State University Coastal Research 
and Extension Center in Biloxi. He is 
also the host of the popular Southern 
Gardening television and radio pro-
grams. 

Special to Wesson News


