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Volunteers keep Iocal baseball thlr_|rvmg

Statistics may suggest that baseball’s
popularity is on the decline, but close
to 400 children ages four-years-old to
twelve-years-old in the Wesson area
on Saturday afternoons and evenings
during April and May tell a different
story about the national pastime.

Baseball, softball, and forms of these
sports designed for very young chil-
dren are alive and well at this time of
year in the area, thanks to the Wesson
Athletic Foundation (WAF). This year
WAF is fielding 29 teams that fire en-
thusiasm for the games among boys
and girls who play and their parents
and grandparents — nearly 1,000
strong — who are fans and involved
with WAF as coaches and in other
volunteer capacities.

Every Saturday from early April thru
May, the teams play at Hiram C. New-
man Memorial Fields on Grove Street
about three-quarters of a mile east of
Wesson Attendance Center. There are
ten T-ball teams — five for boys and
girls aged four and five years old and
another five teams for children six
years old; two coach pitch softball
teams for girls aged seven and eight
years old and another five coach pitch
baseball teams for boys aged seven
and eight years old; five regular soft-
ball teams for girls — three for nine
and ten year olds and two for eleven
and twelve year olds; and seven regu-
lar baseball teams for boys — four for
nine and ten year olds and three for
eleven and twelve year olds. T-ball,
coach pitch ball, regular softball, and
regular baseball are played on four
different fields — each one laid out to
accommodate the ages and genders of
the players.

T-ball is a sport based on base-
ball, intended to introduce children
to baseball skills and have fun. In
T-ball, the pitcher is usually used for

ball placed on an adjustable tee atop
the home plate at a suitable height to
strike. Adults play an active role in
games, coaching children in the dug-
out, in the field, on the bases, and at
the plate. Coach pitch baseball or soft-
ball (sometimes called buddy ball) is
the next step for children after T-ball.
In a game, coaches pitch to the bat-
ters on their teams with the intent of
allowing them to hit the ball or put it
in play.

“The season for the varied WAF
teams includes twelve to sixteen
games,” says WAF president Hillry
Britt. “Teams from the Copiah Coun-
ty Baseball Association provide com-
petition for them beyond their WAF
counterparts. At the end of season,
WAF chooses All Star Teams with
the outstanding performers in T-ball,

cont. on page 4

Wesson celebrates its 150th birthday

Photo by Wesson News
The Wesson Athletic Foundation’s success and growth demonstrates the strengths of a
volunteer system in which participants will do almost anything for their children and be-
come committed to each other as they become friends in their work. Here WAF volunteers
(from left to right) Chase Wesbrooks, Brett Selman, Joe Coates, Jerimy Harris, Hillry Biritt,
Scott Allen, and Bo Allen take a break after preparing a ball field for play.

Photo by Wesson News

Wesson’s 150th birthday, celebrated
last month, featured a parade of floats
in which profit and not-for-profit orga-
nizations spotlighted their service to
the town; carriage rides; quilting and
spinning wheel demonstrations; pie
baking, beard growing, and hot dog
eating contests; goat riding; pig catch-
ing; slide fun for children and youth;
and musical entertainment. A party
held at the Old School community cen-
ter concluded the two-day Chamber of
Commerce-sponsored Founders’ Day
event with free food, fireworks, and
dancing in the evening hours. Here
(left to right) Susan Aennington, Fran-
ces Taylor, and Linda Dykes cut the
special birthday cake. See additional

photos of the event on pages 6 and 7.
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Communlty Calendar

May weather forecast: The Old Farm-
ers Almanac calls for an average tem-
perature of 71.5° (one degree below
normal) and total precipitation of 4.5
inches (one-half inch below average).

MAY 13

Senior Awards Night. College scholar-
ships presented to Wesson High School
seniors. Wesson Attendance Center Old
Gym. 6:30 p.m.

MAY 15

50-Plus Club. Christy Dunaway and Cyn-
thia Benson on “Living Independence for

Everyone.” Steak House & Deli, Crystal
Springs. 10:30 a.m.

MAY 16

Junior High School and High School
Awards Luncheon. Wesson Attendance
Center.

Co-Lin Graduation. Mullen Gymnasium.
9:30 a.m.

MAY 17, 24, 31

Final days of Wesson Athletic Foundation
baseball season. Fundraiser raffle draw-
ing for stainless steel Holland grill on
May 31. Games start at 4 p.m.

MAY 20

American Legion Post 79 & Unit 79
monthly meeting. Selections of delegates
for Boys & Girls State, planning starts

for 2014-15, and candlelight memorial
service for Post members who died since
May 2013. Candles are lit for each de-
ceased member. American Legion Post
79 lodge. 6 p.m.

MAY 21

Institute for Learning in Retirement year-
end picnic. Clear Springs Recreation
Park in Franklin County. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
MAY 22

Lions Club meeting. Co-Lin cafeteria pri-
vate dining room. 6 p.m.

MAY 23

High School Graduation. Co-Lin. 7 p.m.

MAY 28 & 29

Basketball Camp for boys and girls in
grades 1-9. $80 for instruction covering
fundamentals of game, lunch, limited

insurance, and camp T-shirt. Pre-register
or register on May 28 before camp starts.
Download application at www.colinathlet-
ics.com. Contact women’s head coach
Gwyn Young (601-754-0967) or men’s
head coach Kenny Bizot (903-920-3003)
for information. Co-Lin’s Mullen Gymna-
sium. 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

JUNE 1

Summer Kickoff Extravaganza for Kids.
For children ages three years old to sixth
grade. Inflatable water slides and pool.
Free hot dogs, watermelon, and refresh-
ments. Wesson Baptist Church. 4 p.m.-7
p.m.

Summer Arts Camp. Mississippi School
of Art, Brookhaven. Intensive training in
creative writing, dance, theatre, visual
art and vocal music for students entering
grades eight thru ten. Runs thru June 6.

JUNE 3

Jumpstart, kindergarten readiness pro-
gram. Wesson Attendance Center. 8 a.m.
to 12 noon. Runs thru June 20.

JUNE 12

Lions Club meeting. Co-Lin cafeteria pri-
vate dining room. 6 p.m.

JUNE 13

Co-Lin summer pre-registration. On cam-
pus. 9 a.m.

JUNE 14

Bikes for Barks to benefit Copiah Ani-
mal Shelter. Motorcyclists ride on the
Natchez Trace. Starts at the All About
Animals Veterinary Clinic (27084 High-
way 51, Crystal Springs). $10 donation.
Registration at 9:30 a.m. Ride starts at
10 a.m.

JUNE 19

50-Plus Club. Kathy McKone on “Genet-
rically Modified Foods.” Steak House &
Deli, Crystal Springs. 10:30 a.m.

Email Community Calendar items to
bobarnold@wessonnews.com

Recycling bin moves

Wesson News

The bin has moved, but recycling is
alive and well in Wesson.

The Town has relocated the recy-
cling bin from its location on Facto-
ry Street beside Ace Hardware to the
former site of the Sunflower grocery
store on Highway 51.

Wesson residents can voluntarily
dispose of paper, metal, and plastic

waste products — magazines, of-
fice paper, brown paper bags, pa-
perboard, junk mail, phone books,
newspapers, aluminum, tin, and
steel cans, cardboard, plastic bottles
and containers — at the Waste Man-
agement dumpster, which is high-
lighted by a yellow and green sign.
Food waste, films, plastic bags,

plastic wrap, foam cups or contain-
ers, and glass are not accepted.

From the Mayor’s Desk

By Alton Shaw, Mayor of Wesson

earmarks would arise, directing the
various departments or agencies to

Over the last several
months, there has been
a lot of discussion con-
cerning federal earmarks,
and the perception of
additional government -
waste. | want to take
a moment to clear up
some of the miscon-
ceptions, and describe
how the federal govern-

spend a certain amount of the
appropriated funds to a specif-
ic project in a specific area.
The confusion is that these
earmarks add to the amount
of federal money spent each
year, when in fact they do not.
Each year, the House and Sen-
ate Budget Committees come
together to form a concurrent
congressional resolution to

ment appropriates fund-
ing. Basically, federal Mayor Shaw
spending is divided by the U.S.

Treasury into three main categories:

mandatory spending, discretionary

spending, and interest on debt.

Mandatory spending is divided into
different earned benefit or entitle-
ment programs. These are programs
that have been created by the federal
government, available to any person,
and automatically awarded to those
who qualify. Some examples are So-
cial Security, Medicare, Medicaid,
Unemployment, the Supplemental
Nutrition Program, Veterans Bene-
fits, and retirement benefits for mili-
tary and federal employees. While
several of these receive discretion-
ary spending as well, the mandatory
funding is the fixed amount based on
a formula derived in law automati-
cally granted each year. It is project-
ed that in 2015, mandatory spending
will comprise approximately two-
thirds of the total federal budget of
around $3.9 trillion. In contrast, the
interest on federal debt is estimated
to be approximately 6% of the total
federal budget.

The discretionary spending portion
of the budget, which is estimated in
2015 to be a little under one-third of
the total federal budget, is the portion
that is appropriated by Congress each
year to the various agencies and de-
partments of the federal government.
Among them are the Departments of
Defense, Education, Homeland Se-
curity, Energy, Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development.
During the budget process to deter-
mine the departmental and agency
division of discretionary spending,

Photo by Wesson News

determine how much money
the federal government will
spend that particular fiscal year. Re-
spective appropriation committees
then divide up how the money will
be appropriated into the three cat-
egories of mandatory spending, dis-
cretionary spending, and interest on
federal debt.

What needs to be understood is that
the amount resolved by Congress to
be spent in a given year will be ap-
propriated and spent, with or without
any earmarks. In 2010, when Con-
gress enacted a ban on any earmarks
during the appropriations process,
the only thing that changed was that
instead of your elected Senator and
Representatives being able to direct
a portion of that funding back to his
or her state and constituency, the
money is now being appropriated
to the various government agencies
to spend as they see fit. The deci-
sion was taken out of the hands of
our elected officials and placed in
the hands of the various bureaucrats
that are appointed by the executive
branch to their respective positions,
and are not accountable to voters.

To put into perspective the amount
of money earmarks directed: In 2010,
the last year that earmarks were al-
lowed in Congress, they accounted
for less than one half of one percent
of the total federal budget, according
to the Citizens Against Government
Waste, and only one-third of one per
cent, according to the federal Office
of Management and Budget.

The removal of earmarks from our
Congressional system didn’t change
the amount of money being spent. It
cont. on page 11
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A “little time” needed for championships

By Mike Christensen

Clay Smith, Copiah-Lincoln Com-
munity College’s first-year baseball
coach, doesn’t have a long list of de-
mands for his players. “If you have a
good attitude and give a good effort,
that’s all I can ask,” Smith said.

Of course, like every self-respect-
ing coach in every sport, Smith also
wants to win — and the Wolves
didn’t do a lot of that this season.
They started slowly, rebounded to
post a 5-7 record over the first half
of their MACJC South Division
schedule, then faded from postsea-
son contention down the stretch.

But give Smith a little time, says
Hill Denson, head coach at Jack-
son’s Belhaven University, where
Smith served the previous 10 years
as the number one assistant.

“He’ll make it a competitive pro-
gram every year,” said Denson,
who also was Smith’s coach in his
playing days at Southern Miss.

Smith took over at Co-Lin last sum-
mer as the replacement for Keith
Case, who retired after 21 years in
charge of the program. Case was
well known and widely respected
around the state, having won over
600 games, four regional champi-
onships and four state titles while
producing 12 professional players.

“Coach Case did a great job here,”
said Smith, who is still in touch
with his old coach, now working at
a junior college in Texas. “I’m just
trying to pick up where he left oft.”
Denson said Smith’s decision
to take the Co-Lin job was “a no-
brainer.” He grew up in Wesson,
played at Wesson High School,
and Co-Lin, and was ready to be-
come a head coach. “When he was
playing at USM, he always worked
our (youth) camps and liked the
teaching part of it,” said Denson.
“You could tell back then that
he’d be a top-notch coach some-
day. When he came on with me at

Riverwood
(Family Cfuneral Service

Memovial Parle and Cremation Service
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Honoring all packages by other funeral providers.
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Belhaven, he made all the differ-
ence in the world in our program.
I needed help recruiting. Clay came
in, and we got things turned in the
right direction.”

Smith got a late start in recruiting
at Co-Lin for the 2014 season.

“We picked up a few kids late in
the summer,” he said. “The assistant
coaches (Bryan Nobile and Ryne
Tutor) with me now were here last
year, and they recruited most of the
team. They did a good job. We’ve
got some players, but this was a
young team. We have 18 freshmen
on the roster.”

Among the standouts in that class
are outfielders Stevie Hubbard
(from Mendenhall) and Adrian
Brown (McComb) and pitchers
Colby Whitfield (Brandon) and
Shane Brown (Braxton).

It didn’t help the cause this season
when the Wolves suffered injuries
that gouged their pitching staff.

“We really don’t have a domi-
nant starter,” Smith said. “We
didn’t have a lot of depth on
the mound either. Pitching is so
important when you’re playing
doubleheaders (the MACIC stan-
dard) all the time.

“It’s a building process. We’ve
signed some good ones for 2015.”

There is a fairly deep pool of high
school baseball talent in Mississip-
pi, particularly in the southern part.
That’s one reason the MACJC South
Division, which includes Hinds,
Pearl River and Jones County, is so
highly competitive every year.

The 2015 edition of Wolves may
look different and play differently
than the current one. Smith said he
isn’t locked into a particular style of
play.

“Coaches talk about philosophies,
but it all revolves around the kind
of players you have,” he said. “You
just want to get the best ones you
can get.

“I’m big on fundamentals. If T have
a philosophy for pitchers, it’s throw
strikes. Then, play good defense.
Do that, and you’ll have a chance to
win. With the bats we’re using now,
you’ve got to play some small ball.

“I call it ‘special teams.’” Base run-
ning is a big part of the game now.
You’ve got to get runners into scor-
ing position.”

As Smith says, it’s a building pro-
cess. And as Denson says, just give
Smith a little time.
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coach pitch, and regular soft-

Chad Woods, Stephen Ashley,

Volunteers keeplocal baseball thriving

ball and baseball. They com-
pete with similar All Star
Teams from throughout Mis-
sissippi at a June tournament
in Pearl or Brandon. In 2012,
our baseball All Stars of elev-
en- and twelve-year-old boys
competed for the state cham-
pionship.”

The origins of WAF trace to
the 1970s, when Co-Lin start-
ed baseball and softball pro-
grams that involved some 30
to 40 children. By the 1990s,
a loose organization of vol-
unteers was spearheading ex-
panding programs, with some
90 to 100 participants.

With land donations that al-
lowed them to develop new
ball fields, the need for addi-

Photo by Wesson News
Each year, professional baseball players from the Mississippi
Braves visit with Wesson Athletic Association (WAF) players. They
autograph balls and provide helpful tips to WAF children and youth
aspiring to improve their baseball skills and advance in the sport.
Here Braves (left to right) Kyle Kubitza, third baseman; Shay Sim-
mons, pitcher; Barrett Kleinknecht, an infielder; and Michael Jones,
an outfielder, meet with Alanna and Kayci Carter (center left and
right) and Danita and Myleigh Kate Boyd (far left and far right).

Tim Sutton (treasurer), Todd
Mooney, John Brinson, Kelly
Boutwell, Jeremy Harris, Lar-
ry Ashley (vice president), and
Sarah Wesbrooks (secretary).
Last year, when WAF had to
replace the antiquated lighting
system for its ball fields, Britt’s
appreciation of the WAF vol-
unteer system grew. WAF was
facing a $25,000 expenditure
for lights, accessories, and elec-
trical controls when Britt, an
electrician, noticed that South-
west Community College at
Summit was upgrading one of
its athletic fields and replacing
the kind of lighting and equip-
ment WAF needed. Britt, who
was there for a special course
in connection with his job, talk-

tional acreage to serve grow-
ing numbers of children, and a concessions business that
was generating increasing funds, the volunteers, led by Terry
Munn, who served as commissioner of the baseball and soft-
ball programs, decided to incorporate their organization as
the Wesson Athletic Foundation in 2006 and formalize its
structure with a board, bylaws, and stricter financial manage-
ment. By 2009, when Munn left the organization, WAF had
purchased 5 acres of the Hiram Newman land and received
donated land for its coach pitch field and a parking lot.

Today, WAF attracts children from Copiah, Lawrence, and
Lincoln Counties. It operates as a member-owned organiza-
tion. Its members are the parents or grandparents who pay
a $65 fee for one child and $40 for each additional child to
play on WAF teams. In addition to the fees, which cover
uniforms and season-end trophies and medallions for play-
ers, WAF generates revenues, which pay for lights, utili-
ties, and umpires, from concession sales and sponsorship of
teams by 29 business and civic organizations. Officers and
maintenance workers are volunteers.

In addition to Britt, WAF board members are Joe Coates,

ed to the electrician doing the

work. “He said I could have the lighting and equipment for
$2,500 if T could haul it off,” he recounts. WAF volunteers
readily responded to his call for transportation. Another vol-
unteer with expertise in installing lights on poles helped get
the new lighting system operating on the Wesson ball fields.

“Our strength is that we are an organization owned by
member volunteers who will do anything to benefit the
children we serve,” says Britt. “Organizations that provide
similar services are most often departments of parks and
recreation operated by governments, which do not have the
kind of stakeholders we have — parents and grandparents
concerned about the quality and value of our program.”

Munn adds that WAF volunteers become committed to
each other. “Coaches, the volunteers who maintain the play-
ing fields, concession stand workers, and the organization’s
officers bond as they work together. I made some of my best
friends through service to the Wesson Athletic Foundation.
Even when the work was done, we would hang around the
ball fields and talk with each other.”

And so the national pastime is alive and well in Wesson.
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51 Diner

Good Home Cooking
Dine-In or Takeout

1096 Highway 51
Wesson, Mississippl 39191

| 601-643-5100 |

I|'""|
o
Bank of Franklin

721 Brookway Blvd
Brookhaven, Mississippi
24 Hour Teller: 601-990-3045
Phone: 601-990-3020
& _www.bankoffranklin.com g

QUICK. EASY. TRUSTED _

Cnme_m_tuday tor_a qulck ml

Store hours:
Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 2pm
Sunday Closed

300 HWY 51 South
Brookhaven, MS
601-833-2065

Mill Town Mall

Over 50 Vendor Booths & 15,000 sq. ft. of Merchandise
Antiques, Collectibles & Flea Market ltems
Also Featuring New Corsacana Bedding
Something for Everyone
New Stock of Knives
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday

601-643-1446

WHEN YoU, YoUR FAMILY, AND YOUR TRIENDS HAVE
FINISHED READING THIS ISSUE,

9
PLEASE RCYLE IT,
s

THE GooD EARTH
WILL THANK YouU.

&

ississippi 39191
ehardware.com

601-643-9906 fax
601-695-4144 cell

Nan R. Drane, LMT
Massage Therapy

specializing in
Nf_iz‘k Back, and
Sciatic Pain Control

P.O. Box 25 * Wesson, MS 39191

| 601-643-9002

ABIGAIL'S GLOSET

~ FASHION JEWELRY
DBAGS & ACCESSORIES
601-894-1583
226 W. Gallatin Street
Hazlehurst, Mismipp 2

Sandra Bowman
Ashley R. Bowman + Amber A, Bowman

WCSSOIP

See current and past issues at

www.WessonNews.com
Contact us about ad space




May 13, 2014

Wesson News

5

P.O. Box 1028
Wesson, MS 39191
601-990-3003

ClayMansell@WessonNews.com

Volume 2, Number 5
Circulation 5,000

Publisher/Editor
Clay Mansell

Editor
Bob Arnold

Design/Production
Bill Pitts

Staff Writers & Photographers
Mike Christensen
Marie Watts

Special Contributors
Dr. Stephanie Duguid
Healthy Living
R. Shaw Furlow
Area Arts

Sales
Olivia Wallace

Distribution
Ward Ellis

Wesson News is published on the
second Tuesday of every month
in Wesson, Mississippi.

For submission information, email
ClayMansell@WessonNews.com

Copyright © 2014 All rights reserved.
Materials may not be reproduced
in whole or in part without written

permission of the publisher.

For reprints of any article, please contact the editor.

Henderson |
& Sons
Lawn Care

Easter yard is an annual spring event

By Bob Arnold

Increasing daylight, warming tem-
peratures, and the rebirth of flora and
fauna. Signs of spring. And there is
one more unique to Wesson: the
Easter yard a quarter mile off
the Wesson-Beauregard Road
down Timberlanes Road on the
left.

The 500 square foot front yard
of Agnes and Buck Ratliff fea-
tures more than 300 colorful
hand-crafted wooden decora-
tions and replicas with Easter
and spring motifs — bunnies
and other characters, eggs,
crosses, a church with real
stained glass windows, a train,
Ferris wheel, and merry-go-
round. Colored letters proclaim
HAPPY EASTER in front of the array
of decorations, which are organized
in cartoon-like displays — bunnies at
tea parties or peeping out of eggs or
over a fence; Jesus carrying his cross
or ascending into heaven. White pick-
et fences frame the displays, and silk
flower arrangements adorn them. Two
displays created in response to re-
quests of grieving parents memorial-
ize a two-year child who played in the

Agnes and Buck Ratliff

yard before her death and an expect-
ant mother and her unborn child who
perished in an automobile accident.

It all started 30 years ago, when the
Ratliffs created a special Easter dis-

play in their yard for their first grand-
daughter to enjoy. They have been
creating one, two, or three displays
every Easter since then — some that
even include replicas of their children,
grandchildren, and pets.

Now more than 200 visitors each
year — usually parents with children
who enjoy the colorful yard as a play-
ground — experience the delight of
the displays. Although visitors are free

to traipse through their yard and take
pictures when they aren’t at home, the
Ratliffs prefer to be around to wel-
come and chat with them. Agnes, who
retired from a career in banking, is
designer of the yard art and at-
tributes her creative flare to “a
love of drawing,” which started
during her childhood.

In the early days of the Easter
yard, Agnes drew the bunnies
and characters, eggs, and other
pictures and designs freehand
on plywood, and Buck cut them
out with a saber saw. “Over the
years, Agnes has become quite
adept with the saw,” Buck says
of his wife. So Buck, a retired
electrician for Entergy Missis-

Photos by Wesson News  SIPP1, has increasingly taken

on the specialized electrical,
mechanical, and other technical work
required to make the yard the delight-
ful experience it is — making the
merry-go-round turn, the Ferris wheel
spin, the church light up. Today, Ag-
nes works with patterns she creates or
purchases.

The Ratliffs set up their existing yard
displays and start creating new ones
a month before Easter and keep them
up until a week after Easter.

Police Blotter

Special to Wesson News

During April, the Wesson Police
Department activity encompassed:

* Response to five general
complaints
+ 51 Citations:
* One for possession of beer
* One for possession of drug
paraphernalia
* 49 for traffic & driving violations,
including 15 for speeding
* 8 Arrests:
* Two DUIs
» One simple assault
* Two for possession of marijuana
* One for disturbing the peace
» Two for contempt of court
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Getting married?

Wesson News
can spread your
good news!

Wedding and engagement
Announcements ane

available.

Call Bob at 601-990-3003
for details
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CD or IRA

Maturing?

7.00%

First Year
GUARANTEED

Fixed Index Annuity

Learn the Safe & Secure Way to Earn
Stock Market Linked Returns Without
Market Risk to Your Principal.

L.D. O’Mire
Financial Services
601-573-7413

Sunday Morning
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Evening

Youth Bible Study
Children’s Activities

Sylva,rena Baptist Church

“Family Focused, Fun Loving, Christ Centered”

“Give thanks to Him and praise” — Psalm 100:4

Schedule of Services
Wednesday Evening

5:00-6:15 p.m. Supper

6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting
Youth Bible Study
Children’s Activities

5:00 p.m. Discipleship Training
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship Service

1119 Old Sylvarena Road, Wesson, Mississippi 39191

For all other events call the
Church Office @ 601.643.5824
Pastor Stuart Givens

ROSS J ACKSON

PLUMBING

1506 Beeson Drive NE

Brookhaven, MS 39601

Your Complete Plumbing Source

Office: 601-833-4790
Fax: 601-835-2851
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Wesson celebrates its 150th blrthday with a

usTman o\ "‘_ 3% f.i . 3 2 Pie baking winners Martha Lightsey - Even Elvis (Ricky
e ) -~ (on the left) and Rhonda James (on Beall of Strong Hope)

- | the right) receive award ribbons from showed up to help

.| Melissa Meredith (center), Chamber of celebrate Wesson’s

Commerce board member.

birthday (below).

An historical museum (above)
opened with displays telling the
story of Wesson, its organizations,
and lifestyles over the past 150
years. The museum will continue
operations on Spring Street until
July 1, and its sponsors hope to
find a permanent home for it.

Marva Goodman (above, at left)
showed Joyce Meredith how to

Joy y - .
use a spinning wheel. Become an AWEDN Independent Sales Representative!

Only $15 to start!
THE COST OF LUNCH COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE
S | Cricren found gost riding Set your own hours! Unlimited earnings!
. | achalenge (ief). Work from home! No inventory to keep!

For more information, contact Julia at

601-643-2704
A www.youravon.com/juliaarnold + 13streetman@msn.com Vi

' ittle Marie Photog

Traditional & Contemporary Family Portraits
Weddings < Reunions % Special Events
Sweet 16s % Engagement Parties <+ Receptions &

DOWNLOAD OUR
APP TODAY!

Just scan the QR code or search “Wesson News™ in your app stare.

Will Travel Regionally

Visit Litfle Marie Photography on Facebook
litlemariephotography@yahoo.com

You'll get events, breaking news, business locations, step-by-step
directions to us, and much more,

2 "y
& HorAn

979 BRUDKWAY BLVD, BROOKHAVEN, MS 39601

GENE’S TIRE CENTERS

CALL ANDY 601-833-9060

(=12} $10.00 OFF ALIGNMENT

$49.95
PER TIRE OIL LUBE & FILTER
PASS & LT TRUCK

UP TO 5 QTS MOST VEHICLES

COUPON
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parade, contests, demonstrations, and music

Many imaginative floats
(above) made up the
celebratory parade.

A spectacular fireworks
display lit up the town.

In period dress, parade Grand Marshalls Dottie and George Mercier
(left) discussed life in the nineteenth century with Maryann Smith

and her son Carl Smith, pastor at Beauregard Methodist Church. it
1% Chamber of Commerce Founders

W Day royalty — Queen Alexis Britt (left)
Hp. and Ambassador Mack Smith (not

£ Foy pictured) — presided over the Sesqui-
centennial festivities.

Clmt’s Pharmacy
EU]["] m% - Lo . \ ) - ‘. Hazlehurs, ru.qs;

t[pharmacyawith
mNdnivezthrough

Clint Bane
Pharmacist

JDeliverlinfcityllimits)
sSAcceptsiallflinsurances

osServing patients’ needs
withialfriendly/ staff

601-833-3160
20/ HWYASIAN®

Mon - Fri 8 - 5:30 / Saturday 9 -12
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Managing allergies and asthma

By Guest Columnist
Dr. Stephanie Duguid

Spring is allergy
season. An esti-
mated 50 million
Americans suffer
from allergies of
all types.

There are indoor
and outdoor aller-
gies, skin allergies,
food and drug
allergies, latex al-
lergies, and eye
allergies. They are
characterized by an overreaction of the
human immune system to a foreign sub-
stance that is eaten, breathed into the
lungs, injected, or touched. Common
ordinary substances that trigger allergic
reactions are plant pollen, molds, house-
hold dust, cockroaches, pets, industrial
chemicals, foods, medicines, feather,
second hand smoke, and insect stings.

Symptoms include coughing, sneez-
ing, itchy eyes, runny nose, and
scratchy throat; and in severe cases,
rashes, hives, lower blood pressure,
difficulty breathing, asthma attacks,
and even death. An allergic reaction
may occur anywhere in the body,
but usually appears in the nose, eyes,
lungs, lining of the stomach, sinuses,
throat, or skin.

Some allergy problems may not need
treatment. Others can be controlled
with the occasional use of an over-
the-counter medication.

If you have chronic allergies or fre-
quent symptoms, you may benefit
from visiting an allergist.

You should see an allergist if:

* Your allergies are causing symp-
toms such as chronic sinus infec-
tions, nasal congestion or difficulty
breathing

* You experience allergy symptoms
several months out of the year

* Over the counter medications do
not control your symptoms

* Your symptoms are interfering

Special to Wesson News

with your ability to carry on day-
to-day activities

* You are experiencing warning signs
of serious asthma

A visit might include:

¢ Allergy testing

* Prevention education

* Medication prescriptions

* Immunotherapy (allergy shots)

Asthmais anallergic reaction character-

ized by inflammation of the air passag-
es, resulting in the temporary narrowing
of the airways that transport air from the
nose and mouth to the lungs. It demands
special attention. Asthma symptoms can
be triggered by allergens, respiratory ir-
ritants, or second hand smoke inhaled
into the lungs, exercise, viral respiratory
infections, and aspirin. The resulting
inflamed, clogged, and constricted air-
ways cause coughing, chest tightness,
wheezing, and shortness of breath.

Every day, 44,000 people have an asthma

attack, 36,000 children miss school be-
cause of asthma, 27,000 adults miss work,
4,700 people visit the emergency room,
1,200 people are admitted to the hospital,
and nine persons die due to asthma. It is
one of the country’s most common and
costly diseases. Asthma is the most com-
mon chronic condition among children.

A chronic disorder, asthma cannot be

cured, but it can be managed:

* See an Asthma or Allergy physi-
cian to receive the best treatment
possible,

* Learn everything you can about
asthma,

* Learn what triggers your (your
child’s) symptoms and avoid them
as best you can,

* Recognize the signs of an oncom-
ing episode, and

* Provide preventive care so that you
or your child have the least amount
of difficulty with symptoms.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr Stephanie

Duguid, Assistant Dean of Academic
Instruction and Health, Physical Educa-
tion, and Recreation Division Chair at
Co-Lin, makes regular contributions to
Wesson News on healthy living topics.

Dance Haven Studio

601-731-8115 Bethany & Justin Fortenberry

Summer & Fall Dance Classes Now Enrolling
See Us in Concert @ The Haven on May 24th at 7 p.m.

128 W Cherokee St. ® Brookhaven, MS 39601

www.dancehavenstudio.com e fortenberrybethany@gmail.com

STOPINTODAY!

Our 2014 Spring Merchandise
Book is now available.

PICK UP YOUR EREE COPY!

Huntington Lumber & Supply Co.
124 West Whitworth St., Hazlehurst
601-894-3171

& CSSOI’I;\. Like us on
“n CWS 2~ Facebook

www.facebook.com!WessonNews

SHOP N WASH (BP)

HUNTS PIZZA
ICKEN ON A STICK

IVERS

GIZZARDS
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WWW.BROOKHAVENMONUMENT.COM L
SINCE 1947. SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 66 YEARS.

BROOKHAVEN
1O

DAVE PACE
KEVIN LAIRD

807 HIGHWAY 51 NORTH * P.O. Box 727 » BROOKHAVEN, MS 39602

601-833-5701 ToLL FREE 800-844-5745 |i

AL CO unt M ana el“ E-mail resume to ClayMansell@WessonNews.com

COMPANY, INC.
Now ANESSOrY,
Hiring “)Necws.*

DISCOUNT

Package Store

Wide Selection of Wine & Spirits
Special Ordering for Functions —
Parties, Weddings, Reunions
Discounts on Bulk Orders

1057A Factory Street
) Wesson, MS 39191 +601-643-5070

W@S SO n%
NCWS obav CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS

AVON
Earn extra income with a new career! Sell from home, work, online.
$15 startup. For information, call: 888-606-1774

SELL US YOUR CAR
Top Dollar Paid for Wrecked, Damaged, Junk, Running and Non-Running
Cars, Trucks, Vans & SUVs. Call Now! 888-672-0603 Fast Pickup!

ADOPTION

CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards. Choose adoptive family
of your choice. Call 24/7. 855-807-0648

HOME SECURITY
Protect Your Home - ADT Authorized Dealer: Burglary, Fire,
and Emergency Alerts 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

Programs build society’s
literacy through children

Special to Wesson News

Local programs that promote the joys
of reading among young children are
part of an ongoing national effort to
build a literary society since the 1950s,
when research found Americans spent
more time on radios, televisions, and
musical instruments than books.

Again this year, Wesson’s Longie Dale
Hamilton Memorial Library celebrated
National Library Week in April with its
focus on children following the partici-
pation of the Wesson Attendance Cen-
ter elementary school children in Read
Across America Day.

In its National Library Week pro-
gram, the local library hosted some
300 children from the Wesson Baptist
pre-school and kindergarten and first
grade at the Wesson Attendance Cen-
ter. Thirty-minute programs included
a seven-minute film, snacks, and guest
speaker Bobbie Fay Lea, a dental hy-
gienist.

The American Library Association
(ALA) first sponsored National Li-
brary Week in 1958. Throughout the
nation this year, it built programs
around the theme “Lives Change @
Your Library.” The celebration encom-
passed National Library Workers Day
to recognize contributions made by all
library employees, National Bookmo-
bile Day to recognize contributions
of bookmobiles and their outreach in
communities, and Celebrate Teen Lit-
erature Day to raise awareness among
the general public that young adult
literature is a vibrant, growing genre
with much to offer today’s teens.

Read Across America Day occurs in

conjunction with the birthday of Dr.
Seuss creator Theodor Seuss Geisel,
whose books of imaginative char-
acters, rhyme, and engaging rhythm
have proven to be effective teaching
tools that engender a love of learning
in children. A cartoonist as well as a
writer and poet, he wrote and illus-
trated 46 children’s books, including
the bestselling Green Eggs and Ham,
The Cat in the Hat, The Lorax, One
Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish, The
500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins,
Fox in Socks, The Kings Stilts, Hop
on Pop, Thidwick the Big-Hearted
Moose, Horton Hatches the Egg, Hor-
ton Hears a Who, and How the Grinch
Stole Christmas.

In the local Read Across America
Day, special guests, who were invited
by teachers in the kindergarten through
sixth grades at the Attendance Center,
visited children in their classes and
read short age-appropriate books to
them — in many cases, Dr. Seuss books.
Children also dressed like their favor-
ite characters from books they had read
and marched around the Attendance
Center athletic field and through the
school in a Character Parade.

The special readings, parade, and oth-
er activities — suggestions by the Na-
tional Education Association for Read
Across America — “send a clear mes-
sage to children that reading is fun and
important,” according to the NEA. The
NEA started the literacy-motivation
program 16 years ago to encourage
children and youth to become serious
readers. The National Foundation for
the Blind (NFB) ties into the program
to extol Braille literacy.

WMBE R

1 COPIAH BANK

“Make Our Bank Your Bank’™®

2048 Hwy. 51 South | Wesson
643-5121 | copiahbank.com

Other locations: Byram | Clinton | Crystal Springs | Florence | Hazlehurst | Richland e

CALL TODAY, INSTALLED TOMORROW! 877-649-0360 4 I¥'s time to register for

the new dance year.
Registration deadline July 31st.
NENA SMITH’S
SCHOOL OF DANCE

Where leaders are made!

For more information,
call us at 601-643-2406

Mississippi

SETTLEMENTS
GET CASH NOW for your Annuity or Structured Settlement.
Top Dollars Paid. Fast, No Hassle Service! 855-277-9241

TAX HELP
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or State in back taxes? Get tax
relief now! The nation’s full service tax solution firm. Call 888-373-0336

Call 601-990-3003 to place your classified ad. e

Wesson,
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Dance is popular local art

By Guest Column R. Shaw Furlow

Its spring in
Mississippi, and
it just doesn’t get
any better than
that. The azaleas
are beautiful; the
dogwoods are in
full bloom. At
this time of year,
it is appropriate
to look at dance,
which has a spe-
cial association
with spring. Na-
ture’s dance. Proms. Spring recitals.
Dance is an important part of our
local culture — from ballet to clog-
ging, ballroom, and square dancing.
There are also venerable dance stu-
dios in the area that introduce you
to the art.

What does a guy who looks like
me know about dancing? I did a
pretty mean Twist back in my youth
— which probably explains the hip
and knee problems I have as an adult.
More to the point: Having served as
the Director of Bands at Co-Lin for
fifteen years, [ have been around some
awfully good dancers and instructors.
As my friend Stanley Stewart said to
me: “If you stick around long enough,

Special to Wesson News

you just sort of learn stuff.”

The International Ballet Competi-
tion (IBC) returns to Jackson’s Thalia
Mara Hall in June. Yes. Jackson, a few
miles up the road, is the center of the
ballet world once every four years,
with more than 100 dancers from 30
countries competing for coveted Gold,
Silver and Bronze Medals in the IBC
when it comes to town in a rotation
that includes Tokyo, Moscow, and
Varna in Bulgaria.

Why Jackson and not New York City,
Chicago or San Francisco? Bruce
Marks, a New York-born dancer and
choreographer, observes: “New York
is New York, but Jackson is Ameri-
ca.”

And then there was Thalia Mara,
whose dancing career continues to
be honored by the Jackson Municipal
Auditorium, which has carried her
name since 1994. The Chicago native,
who was born to Russian immigrants
in 1911, came to Jackson in the mid-
1970s to create a professional ballet
troupe at the invitation of the Jackson
Ballet Guild after she started the Na-
tional Academy of Ballet and Theater
Arts in New York City. Before land-
ing in Jackson, Mara had danced, cho-
reographed, or produced nearly every
major role in ballet, and authored or

cont. on page 11
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Wesson Baptist Church

Weekly schedule (nursery provided for all services)

Wednesday evening
5:30 p.m. Supper
6:00 p.m. TeamKids
6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting
Youth Bible Study
Children’s Activities

Sunday morning
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning worship

Sunday evening
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Youth Bible Study
Children’s Activities

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship Pastor — Nelson Santa Ana
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cont. from page 2

From the Mayor’s Desk

simply changed who makes the deci-
sion on where the money is directed.
So smaller states like ours miss out
on funding opportunities that are
now going to the larger areas such as
Detroit, Chicago, and New York.

One other point I would like to
make concerns the current danger-
ous thinking around “absolutely no
compromise.” This is not how our
government was set up to function,
and I believe it has led to much of
the dysfunction we see in Washing-
ton today. I know of no relationship
that could survive with the outlook
of “I get all of what I want or we get
nothing.” Former president Ronald
Reagan stated: “Die-hard conserva-
tives thought that if I couldn’t get
everything I asked for, I should jump
off the cliff with the flag flying and
go down in flames. No. If I can get
seventy or eighty percent of what

it is I’'m trying to get, I’ll take that
and continue to try to get the rest in
the future.” No one is going to agree
with every issue on which a particular
Senator or Representative votes. But,
if that vote were able to gain enough
support to bring a much needed proj-
ect to our state, that is the way our
system was designed to operate.

While the decision for whom you
choose to vote in the upcoming elec-
tion is a personal one, I would hope
it is an informed decision based on
facts, and not based on the rhetoric
that inevitably is part of the cam-
paign process. Personally, I believe
we are spending too much time dis-
cussing less than one per cent of the
federal spending, and not enough on
how to control the other ninety-nine
per cent that continues to grow out
of control and increases our national
debt. May God bless.

JEFF PARKER

PARKER’S PAINT

COLLISION REPAIR, CUSTOM PAINT,
FRAME REPAIR, GLASS REPLACEMENT
& WRECKER SERVICE

1185 E. Railroad Ave. ®* Wesson, MS 39191 « 601-643-2902

- n'

=y
4 |
GENTIVA

home health
Great healthcare has come home®

601-833-6999

www.gentiva.com

\

LINCWS.&~
| FIND US ONLINE!

See current and past issues at

www.WessonNews.com
Contact us about ad space
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co-authored eleven books on dance
in a career that started in 1926 in her
native Chicago and included stops in
Paris as well as New York City. She
became associated with the Interna-
tional Ballet Competition in Varna as
a judge after leaving the Jackson com-
pany in 1981, but worked with Rob-
ert Joffrey, the artistic director of the
Joffrey Ballet, and dance writer Wal-
ter Terry to create a competition with
Jackson on the circuit.

In 1982, the U.S. Congress passed
a Joint Resolution designating Jack-
son as the official U.S. home of the
IBC, and Mara served as the artistic
director for the triennial USA Interna-
tional Ballet Competition from 1986
to 1994. She died in Jackson in 2003
at the age of 92.

Ballet, of course, is not the only form
of dancing popular in Mississippi. A
few years ago, Daniel Mahan, a for-
mer competition ballroom dancer,
choreographer, and coach, taught
ballroom classes at Co-Lin with Dr.
Shelley Smith, director of the col-
lege’s Colette. A full room of students
was on hand at each session. “You can
dance every night if you want,” says
Mahan. “There are studios in Jack-

son, Madison and Pearl that sponsor
dances on different nights for mem-
bers and non-members.” The Magno-
lia Ballroom Association hosts dances
once a month at the Ag Museum on
Lakeland Drive in Jackson. There is a
small admission fee. Square dancing
and clogging, two similar forms of
dance, are quite popular in this area as
well. During the 150th birthday cel-
ebration of Wesson, a clogging troupe
performed at the Old School commu-
nity center.

A survey of the art of dance in these
parts would not be complete without
looking at Nena Smith and her dance
school, which is almost synonymous
with Wesson.

Smith’s career as a dance instruc-
tor started quite unexpectedly when
she and her husband Bradley moved
to Wesson in 1972. At the time, Dr.
Billy Thames, then president of Co-
Lin, was looking for someone with
dance experience to work with the
Colettes — a dancing team associ-
ated with the college’s band. Thames
called Smith on the phone: “Don’t
you dance?” She fumbled for an an-
swer and finally told him that she, in-

cont. on page 12

Sizzling Steaks
Gulf Shrimp
Oysters
Catfish
Crawfish
Chicken

Happy Hour:
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Lowery, Payn, and Leggett
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Upcoming Dance Recitals

Special to Wesson News
The 2014 Senior Class at Nena Smith’s School of Dance is performing graduation dance
recitals at 6 p.m. on May 17 and 19 at Co-Lin. The nine seniors have participated in many
dance workshops and dance concerts throughout the years, most of them since pre-school.
They are (in first row from left to right) Ad Sales Princess Madison Williams and Fruit of the
Spirit Class Captain Shelbie Crane of Brookhaven, Victoria Skinner of Crystal Springs; (in
second row from left to right) Allyson Barry of Brookhaven and Class Captain Elise Whit-
tington of Wesson; (in third row from left to right) 2012 Brandy Sanders Memorial Scholar-
ship Winner Andrea Sims of Gallman, 2013 Jason Counts Memorial Scholarship Winner
Taylor Fink, Justice Orgeron both of Wesson and Brandi Tillman of Crystal Springs.

cont. from page 11

Dance is popular local art

deed, was a dancer. A deal was made,
and Smith’s life instantly changed.
Her college degree was in speech and
theater, with an endorsement in act-
ing and directing. Dance had always
been her hobby. Her plan was to fin-
ish her Master’s degree and carry on
with the life she thought she had all
planned out. It’s funny how answer-
ing a phone call can change the com-
plete direction of your life.

Smith became the Director of
“Mississippi’s Original Dancing
co-eds” — the Co-Lin Colettes.
She started taking dance classes
two days a week at Mississippi
Ballet in Jackson to equip herself
for the challenge and turn her then-
hobby into a profession. She at-
tended every workshop she could
find. Recognizing a void in the af-
ter-school activities, especially for
young girls in the area, she started
teaching dance part-time. In 1974,
she started Nena Smith Dancers,
which held its first recital that year.
By 1984, she needed another fa-
cility for her growing classes and
converted a house across from the
Wesson Attendance Center into a
first class studio with wall-to-wall
mirrors, a large dance floor, and a
state-of-the-art sound system.

Nearly forty years later, the Nena
Smith Dancers are still going strong.
Thousands of young ladies have
learned life lessons and how to do
an “attitude turn” from Smith and
her teaching staff. Her students have
gone on to dance at Co-Lin, Ole
Miss, and other colleges. Not all
have continued with dance after high
school, but the lessons they learned
at Smith’s have helped them to be-
come successful in other areas of life
and work. Several of her graduates
have gone to work for her. Smith,
however, doesn’t dwell on the past.
Looking to the future, she talks fast,
excited about ideas and possibilities:
another dance floor, perhaps even a
piano studio, or a full blown school
of performing arts. For Smith, there
is no limit. Who knows? Maybe one
of Smith’s eight-year-old girls with
a runny nose today will be compet-
ing for gold at Thalia Mara Hall in
2022.

Until we chat again, support live mu-
sic.

Editor’s Note: R. Shaw Furlow is
Director of the Bands Program at
Co-Lin and oversees the college’s
Community Arts Series. He is a regu-
lar contributor to Wesson News on
the area arts scene.

Kelly Boutwell, R.Ph.,

Wesson native and
resident, invites you
to bring your next
prescription to him
at Bane Drugs.
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