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By Bob Arnold

 Children, many of whom have 
long since grown into adulthood, 
delighted in his 
puppet shows and 
storytelling that 
taught important 
lessons about life.  
Drama and public 
speaking students 
at Co-Lin over 
36 years credit 
him with helping 
t he m nu r t u re 
their skills and 
increasing their 
self-confidence.  
The Brookhaven 
arts community 
honors him as 
a father of 
theater in the 
town.  Area 
churches still appreciate the 

Community teacher &
arts leader dies at 89

contributions he made in building their 
music programs.  Members of local 

civic and social 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
fondly remember 
the programs he 
brought to them 
and his unique 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l 
messages as a 
devotional leader.
  John Landress, a 
long-time Wesson 
resident whose life 
ended at age 89 
last month after 
ba t t l i ng  he a r t 
disease for the past 
several years, will 
not be forgotten 
among the hundreds 
of persons he 

infl uenced as an artist, teacher, mentor, 
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John Landress with puppet.
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At the grand opening of the Mill Town Salon & Day Spa were (front row, left to right) Wesson 
Chamber members Melissa Meredith and Janet Currie; Junior Chamber members Will 
Hulon and Garrett Boutwell; spa personnel Angie Wade (owner and stylist), Alana Hughes 
(hair stylist), Christy Smith (manager), Jordan Newman (hair stylist), Kayla Coleman 
(massage therapist); Chamber president Marilyn Britt; Amy Mann (spa nail technician); and 
Alderman-at-Large Ric Crockett.  In back row (left to right): Annette Crockett, Wesson 
City Clerk Linda Dykes; and Chamber member Dr.  Jane Hulon.  Not pictured is Mendy 
Whitehead (spa barber).  The new business is located at 2053 Highway 51.

Wesson News

S&S Check Cashing celebrated its grand opening with members of the Wesson Chamber 
Commerce and town offi cials.  From left to right in fi rst row:  Junior Chamber member 
Will Hulon;  Chamber members Dr. Jane Hulon, Marilyn Britt (president) and Janet Currie; 
S&S Check manager Debra Smith and owner Mike Smith with son Jesse Smith; Wesson 
Alderman-at-Larger Ric Crockett; and Junior Chamber member Garrett Boutwell.  In 
second row (left to right): Chamber member Melissa Meredith, City Clerk Linda Dykes and 
Annette Crockett.  S&S is located at 2058 Highway 51 across from Wesson Ace Hardware.

New business hold ribbon cuttings

Special to Wesson News

 Deployment and utilization of 
technology is a major focus of a new 
strategic plan that will guide Co-Lin 
over the next fi ve years in providing 
degree and certifi cate 
programs, facilitating 
instruction and operations, 
ma nag i ng  resou rces , 
relating to organizations 
with shared interests and 
overall quality enhancement.
The plan calls for expanding:
•   Online course offerings and 
understanding of eLearning
• Employment of e-books 
and dedicated computer 
labs for instructional purposes;
• Broadband, wireless access, virtual 
desktop and availability and use of 
Ipads;
• Training opportunities in use of 
technology.

Co-Lin develops a strategic plan every 
fi ve years with input from its faculty, 
staff, administrators, students and 
Board of Trustees.  The new plan, 

called “Vision 20/20 -- A 
Glimpse into the Future”, is 
a product of surveys of these 
key Co-Lin constituents 
guided by the President’s 
Cabinet, a multi-campus 
group which encompasses 
them.   It includes fi ve 
strategic initiatives:
  • Stewardship of 
Teaching, Learning 
and Student Success 
towards s u p p o r t i n g 

s t u d e n t  learning, preparation for 
continuing studies and employment, 
and personal growth through 
traditional and distance education 
courses outside the context of formal 
instruction.

New strategic plan
guiding Copiah-Lincoln

cont. on page 12
cont. on page 7
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By Bob Arnold

 Tools that should be at the forefront of 
preventing major fires in the home too 
often are after-thoughts.  
 Fire extinguishers, if they can be found 
at all in homes, must be located correctly, 
maintained, and used correctly, Co-Lin 
Workforce Education trainer Robert 
(Chuck) McCall told an Institute on 
Learning in Retirement workshop.  
Similarly, smoke detectors must be 
located properly and maintained, lest 
their usefulness be sabotaged, he said.
 “Fires require heat, oxygen, and 
fuel,” McCall reminded workshop 
participants. “Fires are classified by 
their fuel, and multipurpose portable 
extinguishers for A, B, and C fires are 
typically used in homes.  Class A fires 
are fueled by paper, wood, plastic, rubber 
and other materials that produce ashes 
after burning and can be recognized 
by a crackle and pop sound.  Class B 
fires are fueled by flammable liquids 
and gasses and have a sizzling sound.  
Class C electrical fires are accompanied 
by a hissing or frying sound and are the 
hardest to extinguish.”
 In the U.S., special purpose 
extinguishers can be purchased for A, 
B, and C fires alone and D fires fueled 
by combustible metals and K fires 
fueled by oils and fats 

Fire safety tools need proper attention
McCall advised placing extinguishers 
in easily-accessible locations in areas 
where fires are likely -- kitchens, laundry 
rooms, garages and barbeque areas 
such as decks and patios.  Bedrooms 
and hallways are also important areas 
for fire extinguishers.  “Too many are 
better than not enough,” he observed.
 “They should be inspected regularly,” 
he said.  To make sure they are ready 
and safe to use:  
• Confirm that the valve gauge indicator 
is in the green zone.  
• Check the extinguisher hose for cracks 
or dry rot and the nozzle where insects 
might be nesting.  
• Look for signs of corrosion, 
which could “turn a high-pressure 
extinguisher into a bomb.” Replace a 
rusting extinguisher, and get assistance 
for safely disposing of  it. 
McCall offered the “PASS” formula 
for operating an extinguisher if a fire 
occurs:
• Pull the pin.
• Aim at the base of the fire.
• Squeeze the trigger.
• Sweep the hose back and forth.
“Before you start fighting the fire, tell 
someone to call 911 just in case,” McCall 
warned.  “You and anyone helping you 
should be on the same side of the fire.  If 

you cannot contain the fire, back away 
and exit, using a previously planned 
escape route.  Never turn your back on 
a fire.”
On smoke detectors, McCall also cited 
maintenance as the key to safety, which 
means simply changing batteries.  A 
lithium-powered ten-year alarm may 
require a battery-change only if the 
detector fails a test, but most smoke 

detectors need a new battery at least 
once a year, and twice a year is better.   
He said they should be installed at 
the highest points in fire-vulnerable 
areas, since gasses and smoke from 
fires rise.  On ceilings at the center of 
bedrooms, kitchens, and hallway are 
good locations, McCall said.    

Wesson News

Robert (Chuck) McCall, Co-Lin Workforce Education trainer, coached participants at 
Institute for Learning in Retirement workshop on using fire extinguishers.
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By Bob Arnold

 Filing into the Old Gymnasium at 
Wesson Attendance Center, more 
than fifty area armed forces veterans 
received a standing ovation from high 
school students at a special assembly 
that honored them as heroes on Veterans 
Day.
 “You are extraordinary people who 
responded in extraordinary ways,” 
Wesson High School Student Council 
president Nikki Castilaw said in 
welcoming them.

A heroes’ welcome for area veterans
 The event is part of an annual WAC 
program that also features a breakfast 
where the veterans relax, renew 
friendships and make new ones; and 
a procession of thanksgiving in which 
they receive individual expressions 
of appreciation for their service from 
K-6 pupils as they sit in a long hallway 
with walls filled with cards and artwork 
created by the students to also honor 
the veterans.  With music and dramatic 
readings, the high school assembly 
climaxes the program.  This year’s 
assembly included:

• “A Call to Serve” presented by The 
Experience drama troupe from the 
high school.  Written and arranged by 
Wesson High School drama instructor 
Albert Brown, the short work, with 
music and readings, contrasts people 
who choose to sit out their call to serve 
and those who respond to it. At its 
conclusion, Brown told the veterans in 
the audience that “the greatest position 
is that of servant, and we are thanking 
you today because you didn’t sit down.”
• “Taps” played by Wesson High School 
Band soloist C.J. Gills and “Salute to 
Freedom” performed by the full band.
• Singing by the Wesson High School 
Chorus, including “Salute to the Armed 
Forces,” a medley of Armed Forces-
specific songs, to which veterans stood 
as the chorus sang the tune for their 
service branch.
• Recognition of each veteran, who 
stood as Castilaw and Will Hulon, high 
school Student Council vice president, 
read his or her name.
 As part of the veterans procession into 
the assembly, Elizabeth Shirley offered 
prayer, Kaitlyn Smith led the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the U.S. flag and the 
high school band played “The National 
Anthem.”
 High school principal Ronald Greer 
called the assembly a “small attempt” 
to honor the veterans.  “Nothing can 
adequately thank you,” he said, and 
addressing the students, pointing to 
the veterans, proclaimed “they are the 
heroes in a time we look for heroes in 
the wrong places.”

The local heroes honored 
at Wesson Attendance 

Center inlcuded:
Air Force:  Isaac R. Entrican, Danny 
Ferguson, Billy Mangold, Shari Nevels, 
Larry Papizan, Stan Papizan, Ricky 
Peyton, W.H. Smith and Freddie R. 
Stegall

Army:  Charles Abbey, Gail Babineaux, 
Larry Barlow, Dell Beal, BG Glenn 
Beasley, Steve Beasley, Jackie 
Bessonette, Bill Bush, Donald Curtis, 
Jerry Farmer, Ken Frazier, John Goza, 
Terry B. Goza (National Guard), 
Donnie Hedgepath, Second Lieutenant 
Christopher James (National Guard), 
Titus Johnson (National Guard) Hugh 
King, Hervey Littlefield, John Love, 
Walter W. Mann, Scott Manning 
(National Guard), Marvin O. Martin, Billy 
Ray Mullins, James Pace (Paratrooper), 
Shirly Peyton, Mandie Ponder, SP4 
Lester Powell, Edwin Remington, 
Stanley Runyan, Daniel P. Scarborough, 
Harmon Shirley, Wayne Smith, Ron 
Stanley, BG Bobby Thornton, Donald 
Walker, John Wesley and Joe Woods

Marine Corps: Joel A. Alchin, Richard 
Curtis Berch,Thomas Bridges, Charles 
J. Ferg, Derall H. Foster, Tina Nations 
and Bobby Snell  

Navy: A.C. Currie, Julian Curtis, Chris 
Granger, Charles Kelley, Fred H. 
Lowery, Albert Peets, Johnny Preston, 
GMG1 Everett Thornton Sr., Alfred E. 
Smith and Robert D. Twiner (Seabees),

Gary Griffth, unknown affiliation.
Special to Wesson News

Elementary students at Wesson Attendance Center thank armed forces veterans for 
their service.
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 Although Mississippi voters rejected an 
attempt to amend the State Constitution 
to make it easier to successfully pursue 
law suits that would have forced the 
State government to provide greater 
funding for public schools, it will not 
stop the law suits, State Senator Sally 
Doty told the Wesson Lions Club on 
the eve of the general election last 
month.  Doty, who won her bid for re-
election, predicted law suits around the 
State’s failure to fund public schools 
according to a formula adopted by the 
State Legislature would continue and 
probably increase.  She also predicted the 
Legislature would use greater revenues, 
which are expected in the coming year, 
to increase funding of public schools.  
In Copiah County, voters approved 
altering the State Constitution and the 
Initiative 42 Amendment on funding 
public schools by more than 55 percent 
and 69 percent respectively.  Almost 62 
percent of Lincoln County voters, in  
contrast, rejected amending the State 
Constitution.  In other election results, 
Copiah County voters chose Doty, Chris 
Caughman and Albert Butler in State 
Senate races; and Tom Weathersby, 
Greg Holloway, Bob Evans and Becky 
Currie for State House seats.  In Lincoln 
County, Republican Vance Mangold 
upset House minority leader Bobby 
Moak; and Doty was the State Senate 
choice of voters.  Lincoln County voters 
also re-elected Steve Rushing as Sheriff 
and chose Republican Blake Pickering 
over incumbent Democrat Rita Goss as 
Tax Assessor/Collector.

 B grade for safety.  The Leapfrog 
Group has awarded King’s Daughters 
Medical Center a B grade Hospital 
Safety Score -- up from a C in the 
spring -- among hospitals throughout 
the nation.  The Leapfrog survey of 
hospitals looks at errors, injuries, 
accidents and infections that occur 
in hospital services as the basis for 
determining the Hospital Safety Score.  

Suits on funding public schools likely to continue
 Entergy solar testing.   Entergy 
Mississippi is testing the use of solar 
power in three Mississippi locations, 
including Brookhaven.  The $4.5 
million project is evaluating different 
methods and how varied conditions 
affect energy output.  
In Brookhaven, 
Entergy is placing 
solar panels in fixed 
positions in the 
right-of-way under 
transmission lines.  
Other company test 
sites are in Jackson 
and DeSoto County.  
Entergy is using solar panels produced 
by Stion Corporation in Hattiesburg.  

 Gifts for children.  Santa will 
again visit Wesson children whose 
families cannot afford to give them 
Christmas gifts through the Angel 
Tree project sponsored by the League 
of Extraordinary Women of Wesson 
(LEWW).  Wesson Attendance Center 
gave details on needs of children to the 
local charity, now in its second full year 
of service to the community.  Last year, 
it provided gifts for forty-two children.  
After the Thanksgiving holiday, 
LEWW placed trees in Trustmark and 
Copiah Banks with ornaments that list 
the gift needs of the children without 
their names.  Donors  “adopt a child” by 
taking the tree ornaments and shopping 
for the appropriate gifts, including 
clothes and three toys for under $25 a 
piece.  For information about the Angel 
Tree project or joining LEWW as a 
volunteer, call Melissa Brady, a member 
of the local charity group, at 601-643-
2967. 

   Grant for SeaWovlves.  The Co-Lin 
SeaWolves Robotics teams has received 
a $5,000 donation from the Georgia-
Pacific Foundation.  The SeaWolves 
finished fourth this year in 2015 
International Robotics Competition in 
Newfoundland, Canada.

  High performer.  Tim Lea of Lawrence 
County, director of veterans services 
at Co-Lin, has received the college’s 
Howell C. Garner High Performance 
Award.
 Jobless rate falls.  Even with 

M i s s i s s i p p i ’ s 
w o r k f o r c e 
growing, the state 
u n e m p l o y m e n t 
has fallen to 5.9 
percent -- the first 
time it has been 
below six per cent 
since 2007.  When 
the unemployment 

rate includes persons who only look 
for work sporadically, have given 
up looking altogether or are seeking 
only part-time jobs, it stands at 12.3 
percent. State payrolls climbed in 
trade, transportation, financial services, 
construction and manufacturing, while 
declining in professional and business 
services, government, education, health 
services and leisure and hospitality.

 Roof winner. Sara Armstrong of 
Silver Creek  has received Reed’s 
Metals “Covering the Community” 
Christmas gift -- a metal roof awarded 
on the basis of need among submissions 
(including stories and photos) received 
on the company’s Facebook page and 
through private messages.  Reed’s 
Metals employees read through the 
submissions of people, who nominated 
themselves, friends or loved ones, and 
selected the one with the greatest need.  
Reed’s employees will voluntarily 
install the free roof. Armstrong said 
the gift offers a chance for her family to 
live, grow and prosper.  “I thought this 
house would rot and fall apart and my 
family along with it,” she said.  “This 
is a huge blessing . Three children will 
now have a full chance, God-willing, 
to aspire to their hopes and dreams.  I 
can fix the floors and we will be able 
to use the entire house now.  No more 
dreading the rain.” 

Wesson News

Wesson resident Kathy Dungan (center), a member of the local American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 79  who  is a candidate for National 2018-2019 Auxiliary president, 
receives a check to support her campaign from local Post 79 commander John Goza 
(left) and unit president Sharon Langley.  The local Legion Post and Auxiliary Unit 
hosted a special fundraising dinner for Dungan, who would be the first Mississippian 
to serve as president of the National Auxiliary if elected.  She is a 38-year member of 
the Auxiliary, has served in the range of the organization’s unit, district and department 
offices; represented Mississippi at the national level for more than  twelve years; and 
has chaired nine of the Auxiliary’s programs, including Children & Youth this year.  A 
retired Judicial Assistant for a Mississippi Supreme Court Justice, Dungan and her 
husband Bill have one son and two grandchildren, all of whom are members of the 
American Legion.  “I believe in the Auxiliary motto ‘Service, Not Self,’” she says.  “I am 
dedicated to serving our veterans, active military, their families and our communities.”  
Send additional contributions to support her campaign to “Kathy Dungan 2019 
Candidate Fund,” in care of Glenda Wheelis, Committee Treasurer, 35 Oak Tree Drive, 
Laurel, Mississippi 39443.  For information, call 601-643-2383.   
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Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During November, Wesson Police 
Department activity encompassed:
Response to:
• One possession of marijuana

• One animal cruelty incident

• One disturbing the peace

• One joy riding incident

Citations & arrests:
• Four speeding

• Three stop signs

• One noise ordinance

• One careless driving

• Two possession of marijuana

On school days, the Wesson Police 
Department facilitates traffic flow at 
Wesson Attendance Center with officers 
on duty between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 3 
p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Getting in the Christmas mood with music
By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

 My wish for 
you, my friends, 
is the happiest of 
holiday seasons, 
however  you 
celebrate  i t .  
Take the family 
and ride around 
and enjoy the 
w e l l - l i g h t e d 
yards.  Drink 
hot chocolate.  
Remember those less fortunate.  
And sing your favorite songs.  I’ve been 
thinking about Christmas music lately.  
Late last month, my new friend David 
Sullivan took the stage at Magnolia Blues 
BBQ for the weekly open mic. Now, I 
have talked to David several times a week 
over the last year or so and have found 
him to be an intelligent, sensitive man 
who rides his motorcycle everywhere 
he goes regardless of the weather. David 
had told me 
about singing 
in his college 
choir and with 
Baptist Church 
e n s e m b l e s 
before and 
after his tour 
in the Air 
Force.  No one 
expected what 
we heard.  
Singing to 
a backup 
track of “The 
C h r i s t m a s 
Song,” Sullivan took to the stage like 
a seasoned pro and wowed the crowd 
as he crooned the Mel Torme favorite.  
Customers from the dining room put 

down their forks and stuck their heads 
around the corner to hear Sullivan.  
David Sullivan was the first person to put 
me in the Christmas mood of rejoicing 
this year.  
In thinking about this column, I 
wondered about the first Christmas 
carol.  Since my personal memory bank 
was no help, I searched some old books 
and did a little online research to find 
that “Adeste Fideles,” or as we know it, 
“Oh Come, All Ye Faithful,” was first 
published in 1751 and has a history that 
goes farther back than that.  Obviously, 
there was no copyright office then.  So 
song ownership was murky at best. 
There are actually three men credited 
with writing the original Latin version.  
The English translation was written in 
1841, and the harmonization that we now 
know was written in 1906.  It took over a 
hundred and fifty years for that one song 
to develop. 
Christmas music can be an overwhelming 
topic, as there are literally thousands of 

songs in many 
d i f f e r e n t 
genres.   We 
all have our 
favorites.  Let 
me focus on 
a couple of 
mine:
Some thirty 
years ago, I 
first heard 
the country 
super group 
Alabama sing 
“Christmas 

in Dixie.”  It caught my attention from 
the first drop of the needle on an old 
phonograph  record, and I still stop what 
I’m doing when I hear it. I know everyone 

feels the same way about Christmas in 
their region  of the country, but there 
is something special about Alabama’s 
depiction of Christmas in the south.  
The complete opposite of “Christmas 
in Dixie” is “All I want for Christmas is 
You” by Vince Vance and the Valiants.  
The song is a bluesy rocker first brought 
to light by Valiant veteran Lisa Layne.  If 
any one song can define a band, this song 
is it for Vance and the Valiants. This is 
my rock and roll Christmas go-to song.
 “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem” is a 
song I do not need to research.  It is 
maybe my favorite of all the Christmas 
songs.  Every time I hear it, I think back 
to the fifth grade.  It was the last day of 
the semester, and we had a party.  At the 
end of it, we all sang this beautiful hymn.  
There was a girl named Angela who had 
just moved to Brookhaven that summer.  
She was moving again the next day, 
and I remember we stood side by side 
singing “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem.”  
Decades later, as I walked the streets of 
Bethlehem, I remembered that moment.   
So powerful was the memory.
Until we chat in 2016, enjoy the holidays 
and support the arts.
P.S.  I would be remiss if I ended this 
column and didn’t mention the passing 
of John Landress.  Landress was a good 
friend, teacher and, at times, a mentor to 
me and hundreds of others. Those of us 
who worked with him have funny stories 
by which to remember him.  We learned 
not only tricks of the stage trade from 
him, but life lessons as well.  He will be 
missed by his family, church, friends and 
those of us who love Brookhaven Little 
Theatre.
Editor’s Note:  R. Shaw Furlow is the 
executive director of the Mississippi 
Musicians Hall of Fame.
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By Guest Columnist Rev. Nelson 
Santa Ana

 In 1963, 
Andy Williams 
introduced us to 
what has become 
an annual anthem 
in America  -- 
“It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time 
of the Year.”  
From what I 
have observed 
in my lifetime, our Christmases 
stay pretty true to the song’s lyrics.  
There are, indeed, parties for hosting, 
marshmallows for toasting, and 
caroling, though not in the snow.  
There are stories of Christmases past, 
warming of hearts as loved ones come 
home and happy meetings between 
friends and neighbors.  We add to this 
the joy of gift giving and receiving and 
the yearly pleasure of watching children 
fantasize about a mysteriously jolly old 
man flying all over the world in one 
night, and Christmas is truly a merry 
season.

Don’ t  m i ss  t he  most 
wonderful time of the year

 However, this festive time was not 
originated by an old white-headed 
man, but by a brand new, possibly 
bald-headed, infant baby boy.  This 
rang true for me as I sat in Zion Hill 
Baptist Church’s sanctuary a few weeks 
ago watching its Christmas musical.  
Without giving too much away, one of 
the main characters is ushered into the 
presence of baby Jesus; but, because 
of her personal circumstances, she 
completely misses the magnitude of 
the moment.  As I sat there, I began to 
wonder:  How would I respond if I were 
ushered into the baby King’s presence? 
 That question led my mind to two 
familiar stories about the birth of Christ:  
The visits of the shepherds and the 
Wise Men.  What I realized is that both 
groups of men had to be led to Jesus. 
Then this truth sprung up in my heart:  
God is in the business of leading people 
to Christ.  He uses different methods, 
to be sure.  For the Wise Men, He used 
a star; and, for the shepherds, He used 
angels.  But it was the guiding hand of 
the Father that was illuminating the way 
to His Son. 

 Now, that God chose shepherds 
and Wise Men to give these initial 
revelations is no surprise at all.  The 
shepherds were considered unclean and 
kept a very busy schedule tending herds 
of animals.  They neither had the time 
nor the lifestyle to approach the Son 
of God.  The Wise Men lived far off 
and were too educated to believe such 
nonsense about God becoming man 
and then travel for two years to find 
Him. Yet it was for these very reasons 
that God chose these particular people. 
You see, two thousand years later, the 
world has not changed as much as we’d 
like to believe.  Like the shepherds, 
many will miss out on Christ this 
Christmas because of a lack of time 
(parties for hosting/marshmallows for 
toasting) or because of their lifestyle, 
not realizing it was people like this 
that God first invited to the manger.  
Moreover, many more will not enjoy 
the Savior of the World this Christmas 
in the name of wisdom and education.  
As one atheist group published on a 
billboard a few years ago: “This season 
celebrate reason.”  Not realizing that 
our lives and the order of this world 

only find their true meaning in Christ.
 Whether you don’t have time to bother 
with Jesus, or you live a lifestyle that 
you believe excludes you from Jesus, or 
you think this whole Jesus thing is just 
plain false, God is leading you to His 
Son.  He may not have used a star or a 
host of angels, but He may have chosen 
to use a relative, a friend or even this 
newspaper. 
 I don’t know why God has you where 
He has you, but He does promise us that 
“He determined the times set for [us] 
and the exact places where [we] should 
live.  God did this so that men would 
seek Him and perhaps reach out for 
Him and find Him, though He is not far 
from each one of us” (Acts 17:26-27). 
 It is indeed the most wonderful time 
of the year.  Not only, or even primarily, 
because of all of the things mentioned 
in Andy Williams’ song from 50-plus 
years ago, but because of Jesus. Don’t 
miss Christ this Christmas!
Editor’s note:  Rev. Nelson Santa Ana 
is the pastor at Wesson Baptist Church.
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• Stewardship of Technology as a   
Tool for Instruction and Operations 
towards both providing students  
access to technology and assisting 
them through it.
• Stewardship of Physical, Human 
and Financial Resources towards 
operating and maintaining on and 
off campus physical facilities for 
educational programs, suppor t 
services, and other activities related 
to Co-Lin’s mission.
• Stewardship of Business, 
Community and Alumni Connections 
towards aligning programs based on 
local needs through cooperation with 
local agencies and school districts.
• Stewardship of Quality Operations 
a n d  Va l u e - A d d e d  C a p i t a l 
Improvements towards assuring 
personnel, facilities and equipment 
that effectively manage all aspects of 
Co-Lin.
“The theme of stewardship for 
each strategic initiative was chosen 
because everything we do at the 
college is stewardship in some form,” 
Dr. Ronnie Nettles, Co-Lin president, 
explained.  “The plan is aligned with 
Co-Lin’s statewide strategic planning 
goals and strategies as required by the 
Mississippi Performance Budgeting 
and Strategic Planning Act of 1994.”
Among other highlights of the plan 
are its stated objectives of:

• Establishing a Student Success 
Center/Academic Support Lab, which 
would offer tutoring and help students 
navigate the first-year experience and 
provide information about available 
services both on and off campus.
• Developing a process to utilize 
personnel as effectively as possible 
through part-time hiring procedures, 
revised performance appraisal 
systems and college-wide professional 
development opportunities.
• Building a College Foundation 
giving base of 500 individuals.
• Hiring an individual to identify, 
secure and assist in managing 
alternative revenue streams.
• Creating a student union area on 
the Natchez Campus by remodeling 
the existing cafeteria, bookstore and 
activity room.
• Evaluating, planning and reassessing 
the cur rent Career-Technical 
Education programs in the college 
district and developing a plan to add 
new course offerings at all locations 
and determining the necessary 
facilities needed for these programs.
• Developing wellness trails for 
the Natchez Campus and Simpson 
County Center and continuing to 
expand efforts to create a campus-
wide culture that embraces both 
personal and operational wellness.

New strategic plan guiding Co-Lin
cont. from page 1
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Special to Wesson News

 Expectations are once again high 
for the Co-Lin’s Lady Wolves on the 
basketball court in 2015-16 following 
a history-making season last year, but 
more modest for a men’s team that 
missed the state playoffs in 2014-15.
 Coach Gwyn Young’s Lady Wolves, 
however, are facing a daunting 
challenge in trying to match their 
2014-15 success highlighted by their 
second Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Colleges 
(MACJC) Championship in the last 
four years, a fi nal ranking of sixteenth 
in the National Junior Colleges 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) poll, a 
23-0 regular season record and a sole 
loss in the semi-fi nals of the NJCAA 
Region 23 Tournament. 
 With nine returning players, two 
transfers, and four talented freshmen, 
Coach Kenny Bizot’s 2015-16 men 
hoopsters are looking forward to the 
MACJC playoffs after coming up one 
game short of the state tournament last 
season. 
 The Lady Wolves suffered major 

Expectations mixed for Co-Lin hoopsters
personnel losses in the graduation of 
NJCAA All-Region 23 and MACJC 
First Team All-State guard Claresa 
Banks, Caroline Lumpkin, Tyra 
Gibson, Arnissayur “Pooh” Robinson, 
Toni Woods and Kentija Tarleton.  
Freshman forward Kristal Flowers 
also transferred to Lake Region State 
College in North Dakota to be closer to 
her family.  
 The holes, however, are being 
plugged by an experienced group of 
sophomores, including Alexis Collins 
(Forest Hill), Kelley Allen (Puckett), 
Jamilah Sanders (Canton), Tenazhia 
Hinkson  (Pearl) and Kybri Keyes 
(Puckett), along with 
t ransfer Tytiana 
Hall of Crystal 
Springs (Brandon).  
A talented group 
of freshmen is 
also joining them:  
forwards Andreal 
Fleming and Debraia Bell (Jim Hill) 
and  Dionnika Moore (Midfi eld, 
Alabama, High School) and guards 
Princess Cohen (Natchitoches, 
Louisiana, Central High School); 

Rickera Martin (North Pike), Danisha 
Davis of Hazlehurst, and Alysha 
Guidry of Lafayette, Louisiana.
  Collins, who averaged 12.4 points, 
was named to the MACJC First Team 
All-State and NJCAA Region 23 All-
Tournament team, and Allen, who 
averaged 10.5 points, was named 
MACJC Second Team All-State.  
Hall, a Meridian Community College 
transfer, helped lead the Lady Eagles to 
a 17-11 record and was named MACJC 
Second Team All-State. Fleming, 
a transfer from Northwestern State 
University (LA), was recruited by Co-
Lin following her senior campaign 

at Canton High 
School, in which she 
was instrumental 
in her team’s 2013 
State Championship 
and 2014 semifi nal 
appearance. In 
Alabama, Moore 

was 2015 All-Metro Honorable 
Mention, Alabama High School 
Athletic Association (AHSAA) 
Area All-Tournament and AHSAA 
Regional All-Tournament.  In high 

school play, Cohen, Martin, Davis and 
Guidry averaged 17, 21.1, 12.5 and 12.8 
points respectively.
 For the men, Donte Watson from 
New Orleans, Louisiana, a 6-6 
guard, who averaged 11.3 points, is 
leading the team with Dearius Griffi n 
(Natchez High School), Shemar 
Williams (McComb High School), 
Josh Washington (Terry High School)  
and Darius Kennedy of Jackson also 
returning at guard.  Griffi n is known 
for his three-point and 88 per cent free 
throw shooting and Williams for his 
defensive skills.  Kennedy can also 
stretch opposition defenses with his 
three-point shots.
 Coach Bizot has added size to his 
front line this season with transfers 
Josh Smith-Levi (Forest Hill) and Kiir 
Deng of Adelaide, Australia.
 Returning forwards include Terik 
Richardson (Germantown High 
School), Chris Williams (Sebastopol), 
Tyler Turner (DeSoto Central) and 
Jadarius Haymer of Yazoo (Yazoo 
County).  Williams shot a team-high 60 
percent from the fi eld and is best known 
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for his shot blocking skills.  Known for 
his jump shot from both mid-range and 
the 3-point line, Haymer averaged 5.7 
points last season.
 Freshman point guard Jonathon 
Dalton from New Orleans, Louisiana 
(West Jefferson High School), brings 
new scoring punch. In high school, he 
averaged 15.4 points, was All-District, 
and District MVP as a sophomore and 
played in the Jefferson Parish-Orleans 
Parish All-Star Game.  Other freshmen 
expected to make an impact include 
guards Anfernee Parker (Velma 
Jackson High School), Tony Williams 
(Forest Hill) and forward Brandon 
Brooks (Adams County Christian 
School). Parker was a key contributor 
in Velma Jackson’s three consecutive 
3A State Championships.  Williams 
averaged 13.3 points, was All-District 
and can shoot the three pointers.  
Brooks averaged 14.6 points and was 
All-MAIS AA and District MVP.
 Coach Gwyn Young begins his 
fortieth season as the head coach of 
the Lady Wolves and is the second 
winningest active coach in the NJCAA, 
with a career record of 864 wins and 
244 losses. His teams have captured 
eight MACJC state titles and seven 

NJCAA Region 23 titles and have been  
Region 23 Runners-Up nine times.
 Gridders recognized.  Nine Co-Lin 
football players received postseason 
recognition from the Mississippi 
Association of Community/Junior 
Colleges (MACJC) and the National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA).  NJCAA and MACJC 
respectively named Defensive End 
Paul James III Region 23 Defensive 
Most Valuable Player and Most 
Valuable Defensive Lineman.  MACJC 
also named James, who accounted for 
47 tackles, 14 sacks (fi fth nationally), 
22 tackles for losses and one fumble 
recovery for the Wolfpack, as First 
Team All-State along with wide 
receiver Dayall Harris, offensive 
lineman Kent Flowers, running back 
Lekedric Lee and defensive back 
Lashard Durr.  Offensive lineman 
Derrick McClelland, quarterback 
Garrett Kruczek, defensive end 
Deshon Cooper and linebacker Marico 
Page were named by MACJC to the 
All-State Second Team in the South.  
Although an MACJC ruling forced the 
Wolfpack to forfeit two games to end 
its season 5-4, NJCAA ranked the Co-
Lin number seven in the nation with a 
7-2 record. 

Special to Wesson News

J.J. Rice of Brookhaven won the special 
Kid’s Fishing Tournament held in 
conjunction with a recent pheasant shoot 
customer appreciation event for contractor 
partners of Reed’s Metals, Brookhaven-
based metals manufacturer.  Approximately 
one hundred persons participated at the 
Hideaway, a new Reed’s business venture 
which is a venue for  weddings, proms, 
parties and other events.  The contractors 
hunted some 500 pheasants on the ground 
and airborne by crane throughout the day, 
while their children enjoyed the fi shing 
tournament in which the son of contractor 
Willie Rice caught a 13-inch bass and won 
a tackle box full of candy and chocolate for 
his feat.

SCOREBOARD
November 10-December 8

Wesson High School Cobras
Basketball   

Boy’s Record:  4-3.  Recent Wins:  West Lincoln.  
63-51.  63.56.  Bogue Chitto.  92-51.  Salem.  
72-64.  Recent Losses:  Brookhaven.  73-51.  
Lawrence County.  42-27.  Tylertown.  65-52.
Girls Record:  2-5.  Recent Wins:  Brookhaven.  
38-37.  Salem.  40-26.  32-30.   Recent Losses:  
West Lincoln.  63-35.  Bogue Chitto.  58-38.  
Lawrence County.  44-30.  Tylertown.  61-39.  

Soccer
Boy’s Record:  2-2.  Recent Wins:  Natchez.  2-1.  
Brookhaven.  4-0.  Recent Losses:  North Pike.  
2-1.  Forest.  3-0.
Girl’s Record:  3-1.  Recent Wins:  Natchez.  8-0.  
Brookhaven.  2-0.  Forest.  1-0.  Recent Losses:  
North Pike.  2-1 and 2-0.

Co-Lin Wolves
Basketball

Men’s Record:  1-5.  Recent Wins:  Delgado.  63-
60.  Recent Losses:  Southern-Shreveport.  62-49.  
Baton Rouge.  57-54.  Mississippi Delta  74-66.                                                                                    
Women’s Record:  7-0.  Recent Wins:  Southern 
Shreveport.  95-55.  Pensacola State.  71-65.  
Delgado.  78-51.  Mississippi Delta.  78-43.  Hinds.  
58-45

Fishing Champion
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DECEMBER 8
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play at Bogue Chitto.  6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Wesson High School girls and boys varsity soccer Cobras play Raymond.  5:30 p.m. & 7 p.m.
DECEMBER 11
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play Bassfield.  6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Wesson High School girls and boys varsity soccer Cobras play at Natchez.  5:30 p.m. & 7 p.m.
DECEMBER 12
Co-Lin women & men basketball Wolves play Delgado.  1 p.m. & 3 p.m.
DECEMBER 14
Co-Lin women & men basketball Wolves play Southwest Tennessee.  4 p.m. & 6 p.m.
DECEMBER 15
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play at Loyd Star.  6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Wesson High School girls and boys varsity soccer Cobras play at Franklin County.  6  p.m. & 7:30  p.m.
DECEMBER 18
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play Brookhaven.  6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
DECEMBER 28 & 29
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play at Pearl Holiday Tournament.
JANUARY 5
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play Loyd Star.  6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
JANUARY 8
Co-Lin women & men basketball Wolves play at Southwest Tennessee (Memphis).  4 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play Jefferson County.  6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Wesson High School girls and boys varsity soccer Cobras play Franklin County.  6 p.m. & 7:30  p.m.
JANUARY 9
Wesson High School girls & boys varsity basketball Cobras play Pearl.  3 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.
JANUARY 11
Co-Lin women & men basketball Wolves play at Jones.  5:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
JANUARY 12
Wesson High School girls and boys varsity soccer Cobras play at Crystal Springs.  5:30 p.m. & 7 p.m.

Upcoming sporting events
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religious leader, inspiring presence, 
family patriarch and friend.
 Born November 6, 1926, Landress 
grew up and graduated from high 
school in Rome, Georgia; graduated 
from Mercer University in Macon, 
Georgia, in 1949, and The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Louisville, Kentucky, in 1952; 
studied at the University of Southern 
Mississippi at Hattiesburg; and served 
in the U.S. Navy during World War II.
 Landress came to Wesson to teach 
speech and direct dramatic arts at 
Co-Lin, serving there from 1956 until 
1992, while also bringing his unique 
and diverse skills in the arts to the 
wider community.  
 His major interest outside his career at 
Co-Lin was Brookhaven Little Theater 
(BLT), which he served as a founding 
member for forty-seven years and 
where he is remembered as a jack-of-
all trades who could teach people how 
to build a stage or how to act.  BLT 
has honored Landress with an award 
in his name, which is presented to its 
members who have demonstrated a 
deep involvement in the organization 
and been active in it for ten years or 
longer.  BLT plays are also performed 
in the John Landress Auditorium at the 
historic Haven Theater in downtown 
Brookhaven.
 Landress also honed his skills 
in storytelling and as a puppeteer.  

Community teacher & 
arts leader dies at 89

From 1976 until 1991, he directed the 
Wesson High School Puppets.  Over 
the years, Wesson Attendance Center 
Kindergarten, Precious Moments 
Day Care Center, the Wesson Baptist 
Church Pre-School Program and Co-
Lin Day Care called on him to tell 
stories to children and stage puppet 
shows.  In the area, he became known 
among children as “The Puppet Man.”
 A man of faith, Landress served 
local churches as a musician, directing 
choirs at Shiloh Baptist, Macedonia 
Baptist, Wesson Baptist and Sylvarena 
Baptist, where he maintained his 
membership and served as a deacon.  
He also told Bible stories to children 
and delivered children’s sermons for 
Sylvarena Baptist Church Children’s 
Ministries and various Vacation Bible 
Schools.  He served as chaplain of the 
50 Plus Club, Lions Club and American 
Legion Post. 
 Landress’ parents, John Robert 
and Eleanor Parker Landress, and 
his brothers, William Chandler and 
Herman Landress, preceded him in 
death.  He is survived by his wife, 
Mary Louise Landress; sons John 
Robert Landress, Jr. (wife Esla), Kevin 
Michael Landress (wife Jennifer); 
daughters Daphine Landress Johnson 
(husband Earl), Denise Landress 
Swogelinsky (husband Steve); a 
sister, Geraldine Landress Cook; 
eleven grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren.

cont. from page 1

By Guest Columnist Rebecca Bates 

 Poinsettia is the most popular holiday 
flowering plant.  The plant’s common 
name honors Joel Poinsett, the first U.S. 
ambassador to Mexico, who introduced 
it to the U.S. in 1825.
 The wide variety 
of sizes and colors 
in poinsettias make 
them the perfect 
holiday decoration,  
whether in the home 
or office. With care, your lovely plant 
should brighten your home for many 
months. 
 In its native Guatemala and southern 
Mexico, poinsettias are large shrubs 
or small trees. The showy flowers 
are actually a combination of bracts 
-- modified leaves that appear to be 
colorful petals -- and cyathia, the true 
flowers that create the yellow center.
 When shopping for poinsettias, look 
for a full robust plant with deep green 
leaves completely down the stem.  
Yellow or damaged leaves may indicate 
poor handling or a disease problem 
that will limit the life span of the plant. 
Check the plant from all sides. It should 
be well balanced with thick, stout stems.
 After choosing the perfect plant, 
protect it from the cold during the trip 
home with paper or plastic. Tropical 
poinsettias are easily injured by our 
cold weather this time of year.

Choosing & caring for the 
perfect holiday decoration

 In the home, position your poinsettia 
near a bright sunny window. East, 
south or west exposures are the best. 
Do not let any plant parts touch the 
cold windowpane, because the cold 

temperature will damage 
them.
 Poinsettias prefer 
temperatures of 65-
70 degrees. Higher 
temperatures will cause 
the leaves to yellow 

and fall, and the bracts to fade early. 
Temperatures below 50 degrees will 
cause leaf drop. Keep poinsettias out 
of cold drafts and away from heating 
sources.
 Check the soil surface daily. If 
the surface is dry, water the plant 
thoroughly. You’ll know you added 
enough when water comes out of the 
drain holes at the bottom of the pot.  
If the pot is in a saucer or decorative 
foil, always drain the excess water in 
the saucer or foil to prevent root rot. 
Do not allow the soil to dry out, or the 
poinsettia will wilt and loose its leaves. 

Editor’s Note:  Rebecca Bates 
is a Mississippi State University 
Agricultural Extension Agent based 
in Lincoln County courthouse at 
Brookhaven.  Telephone: 601-835-3460.  
Email:  rebeccab@msstate.edu.
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By Guest Columnist
Dr. Stephanie Duguid

 Want to enjoy 
the holidays and 
the food and still 
stay healthy? 
The tips below 
can help guide 
you through the 
holidays:
 Focus on Friends 
a nd  Fa m i l y. 
Remember, the 
holidays are a time to slow down and 
catch up with your loved ones. Focus 
on friends and family, not food.
 It’s a Party, But Don’t Overdo It. Eat 
slowly, and really enjoy the foods that 
you may only have once a year. Make 
sure your portions are reasonable, and 
resist going back for second helpings.
 Bring What You Like. Try not to 
worry about what will be served. Offer 
to bring your favorite dish to share. If 
you count carbohydrates, check your 
recipe’s nutrition facts so you know 
how many carbohydrates are in one 
serving and the size of a serving.
 Drink in Moderation.  If you drink 
alcohol, remember to eat something 
beforehand to prevent low blood 
glucose levels later. Whether it’s a 
glass of red wine or a beer, holiday 

drinks can add a significant amount of 
calories to your holiday intake. Keep it 
to no more than one drink for women 
and two drinks for men.  
 Stay Active. One reason that we 
have problems managing diabetes and 
weight during the holidays is our lack 
of physical activity. Sure, the holidays 
are busy, but plan time into each day 
for exercise, and don’t break your 
routine. Make the holidays an active 
time!
 Plan Ahead. Holidays can be a 
time of great anxiety for people with 
diabetes because it is so focused on 
food. Don’t let questions about what to 
eat, how much to eat, and meal timing 
dampen your holiday. Plan in advance, 
so you can fend off stress and fully 
enjoy the day and keep your diabetes 
management on track.
 Think About the Timing of Your 
Meal. Many families eat large meals 
at odd times on holidays. For example, 
dinner may be served in the middle 
of the afternoon. Plan in advance for 
how you will handle making changes 
if your meal does not line up with your 
regular meal schedule.
 Be Physically Active. The best way 
to compensate for eating a little more 
than usual is to be active. Start a new 
tradition that involves moving around 
away from the food. 

 Try Healthier Versions of Your 
Favorite Holiday Foods. Will the 
casserole taste just as good with fat-
free or light sour cream instead of 
regular? Can you steam green beans 

instead of sautéing in butter? Use a 
little less sugar in your fruit pie. The 
natural sweet of the fruit doesn’t 
require a lot of added sugar. 
 Nibble. Have foods to nibble on 
while you are cooking or waiting to 
eat. Make sure the foods you choose 
won’t sabotage blood glucose levels 
before the meal. Bring a platter of raw 
or blanched veggies with your favorite 
low-calorie dip, or have a few small 
pieces of low-fat cheese.
 Be Selective. Many traditional foods 
are high in carbohydrates: mashed 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, stuffing, 
dinner rolls, cranberry sauce, pumpkin 
pie, and other desserts. Don’t feel like 
you have to sample everything on the 

table. Have a reasonable portion of 
your favorites and pass on the rest. For 
example, if stuffing is your favorite, 
pass on rolls. Choose either sweet 
potatoes or mashed potatoes. If you 
really want to try everything, make 
your portions smaller.
 Eat Smaller Portions. Because 
high carbohydrate foods are plentiful 
at most feasts, watch your portion 
sizes. If you can’t decide on one or 
two carbohydrate foods to eat, take 
very small portions or “samples” of 
several dishes.
 Eat Your Vegetables. Vegetables 
are important for everyone! 

Unfortunately, the vegetable selection 
on holiday menus is usually limited. 
We all want to dress up the table with 
tempting treats. Why not add some 
colorful vegetable dishes?
 Here is to a healthy holiday this 
season!

Editor’s Note:  Dr. Stephanie Duguid is 
Assistant Dean of Academic Instruction 
and the Health, Physical Education, 
and Recreation Division Chair at Co-
Lin.  She is also an athletic trainer 
and nutrition specialist and has been 
teaching courses related to those two 
areas as well as practicing what she 
preaches for more than twenty years. 

Gifting yourself health for the holidays
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 Trustmark National Bank in Jackson 
is buying General Obligation Bonds 
in the principal amount of $350,000 
from Wesson that the town will use 
for the primary purpose of paving 
three to five miles of roadways.
 Wesson’s Board of Aldermen last 
month voted to award and sell the 
bonds to Trustmark based on its bid, 
which offered the lowest net interest 
cost over the life the issue.  The Town 
advertised for bidders during late 
October and early November.
 The proceeds from the bond sales 
to Trustmark are essentially a bank 
loan that will be repaid over 15 years 
from 2016 through 2030.  Trustmark 
is charging 3.15 per cent per year on 
the principal amount of the loan.
 “When municipalities borrow 
money, they sell bonds to the lending 
institution,” Mayor Alton Shaw 
explained.
 The town’s new debt load will entail 
no tax increase, because it will be 
repaid at about $30,000 per year from 
funds currently budgeted to retire a 
prior bond debt -- now $70,000 -- on 

Trustmark purchases 
street repair bonds

the former Sunflower grocery property 
on Highway 51 and approximately 
$2,000 per month allocated for road 
repairs.  The Sunflower property debt 
is being paid off immediately.
 Under the terms of the bond sale, 
Wesson may redeem the bonds, either 
in whole or in part, prior to their stated 
dates of maturity at par plus accrued 
interest to the redemption date.
 Shaw said the street paving, which 
will cost approximately $75,000 
per mile, involves micro-paving 
and slurry sealing and will likely 
start in the spring.  Revenues from 
the bond sales may also be used for 
sidewalks, driveways, parkways, 
walkways, public parking facilities 
and related land purchases; sanitary 
storm, drainage or sewage systems; 
constructing, improving and 
equipping municipal buildings and 
related land purchases; and paying the 
cost of issuing the bonds.
 Butler Snow, a Ridgeland, Mississippi 
law firm, handled legal details of 
the bond issue in coordination with 
government consultant Demery 
Grubbs, Jackson, and Wesson City 
Attorney Jeffrey Varas.

December weather forecast:  The Old 
Farmers Almanac calls for an temperature 
49 degrees F (one degree F above 
average)  and precipitation 5 inches 
(average for this time of year). 

  
DECEMBER 8
Diabetes support group.  Meets weekly on Tuesdays.  
Education Annex at King’s Daughters Medical Center, 
Brookhaven.  1:30 p.m.  For information, call Natalie Ybarra at 
601-835-9489.

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and VFW Auxiliary Post 2618 
meet.  $5.00 for meal.  VFW Hall on Industrial Park Road, 
Brookhaven.  5:30 p.m.  

Final exams start at Co-Lin.  Also December 9,10 & 11.

DECEMBER 10
Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR) luncheon.  
Entertainment will be provided by Sam and Chloe Naeger, who 
teach classical violin, fiddle and piano at Morningside Music 
Studios in Brookhaven.  Chloe plays the mountain dulcimer.   
$10.   Co-Lin Thames Center.  10:30 a.m.  

K-6 Christmas program at Wesson Attendance Center.  1:30 
p.m.

Wesson Lions Club meets.  Conference Room at Co-Lin 
student cafeteria building.  6:30 p.m.

“It’s a Wonderful Life.”  A James W. Rodgers adaptation of 
the Christmas film classic. Tickets are $10.  Brookhaven Little 
Theater (126 West Cherokee Street, Brookhaven).  7:30 p.m.  
Also December 11 and 12.  December 13 matinee performance 
at 2 p.m.  For ticket information, call 601-669-1878.

DECEMBER 11
Grades 7-12 Christmas program at Wesson Attendance Center.  
9 a.m.

DECEMBER 14
Blood drive every second and fourth Monday.  King’s 
Daughters Medical Center Hospital Annex.  1 p.m. to 6 p.m.  
Call 800-817-7449 for information.  

Beginner clogging classes for persons of all ages beyond 
age 5 are held every Monday night (November 23 & 30 and 
December 7).  A small fee is charged each month.  Brookhaven 
Recreation Department on Highway 51.  Call 601-833-3791 for 
information.

DECEMBER 16
Co-Lin graduation.  Mullen Gymnasium.  9:30 a.m.

DECEMBER 17
Co-Lin Christmas holidays begin. 4 p.m.

American Legion Post #79 meets.  American Legion Lodge on 
Main Street, Wesson.  6:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 18
Drive-through Live Nativity Christmas Story.  New Sight 
Baptist Church at 2404 New Sight Drive NE, Brookhaven.  Also 
December 19 & 20.  6:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. 

DECEMBER 21
Wesson Attendance Center closes through January 4 for 
Christmas holidays.

DECEMBER 25
Christmas.

JANUARY 1
New Years Day.

JANUARY 5
Wesson Board of Alderman meet.  City Hall.  6 p.m.

Email Community Calendar items 
to bobarnold@wessonnews.com

Community
C a l e n d a r
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Where music meets art 

Special guest Wyatt Waters, 
Mississippi watercolor artist, 
proved that music, indeed, 
does meet art in demonstrating 
his proficiency on the guitar.

All Photos Special to Wesson News

The Co-Lin Culinary Arts Program prepared the food for the event.

More than 200 townspeople ushered in the holiday season last 
month at the Old School Community Center.  “Where Music 
Meets Art,” sponsored by the Wesson Chamber of Commerce 
and Co-Lin, celebrated visual arts and music amid a holiday 
decor created by the Wesson Garden Club and raised funds to 
benefit the college’s band program.

A silent auction, along with ticket 
sales, and a donation from 
Mississippi watercolor artist 
Wyatt Waters on his calendar 
sales at the event, generated 
upwards of $10,000 for the Co-
Lin band program, although event 
sponsors were still determining 
the proceeds at press time.

Co-Lin president Dr. Ronnie 
Nettles (left), Wesson Chamber of 
Commerce president Marilyn Britt 
and Wesson Mayor Alton Shaw 
highlighted the partnership among 
townspeople that made for the 
successful event.

The Co-Lin Jazz Band, Sojourners, and percussion and brass 
ensembles performed at the event.

Wesson Garden Club members (left to 
right) Pam Owens, Beverly King and 
Alana Hughes, with others from the club 
created the holiday ambiance at the event 
with their decor.

Wesson High School students, who 
are members of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, assisted at the event.  From left 
to right:  Payton Selman, Garrett Boutwell, Will 
Hulon, Mary Beth Munn, Kaitlyn Smith, Laci 
Hamilton and Harmoni Ashley.
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Special Purchase

Automobile News
Merry Christmas from Rogel Ford

ROGEL FORD-CRYSTAL SPRINGS

Carl & Lesa Rogel

Rogel Ford
26167 Hwy 27 (I55 exit 72)

Crystal Springs

Rogel Ford has smashed all sales records
in 2015 and they would like to thank thier
Wesson area customers for being such a big
part of that success. “As Copiah County’s
only dealer, we are Wesson’s Home-Town
Dealer.” says Carl Rogel. “We have some
really great customers there and we thank
them so much. Every client is important to
us, we really consider them a part of our
Rogel Ford Family. Copiah County has really
taken ownership in this dealership and we
strive to meet the expectations that being a
great requires.

We donate quite a bit to the Wesson
area in Scholarships, Drive 4 Your School

Programs, Sports sponsorships, etc. Lesa and
I believe in giving back. The thing that makes
Rogel Ford so special and unique is that
everything we do is for good. We care that
customers get the best vehicle for them. We
care that our customers receive the best
service possible after the sale.” Rogel says
that kind of effort and commitment is what
makes Rogel Ford one of the states fastest
growing Ford Dealers and #1 ranked in
Customer Satisfaction. “I have found that
when we do the right things, really care
about our customers, that good things
happen. No doubt, we are very blessed to
have the success we have and we are very
grateful !”

Instead of waiting for the new 
year market we have purchased 
over 4 million dollars in New and 
Pre-owned inventory. Our lot is 
jam-packed with unbelievable 
deals. The vehicles will sell for 
$2000 more by February. Save 

now, big savings. See our website 
or come on by. It really is an 

impressive lot full of vehicles. No 
One Matches Rogel Ford. Ask 
About deferred financing and 

down payments. No exaggerations, 
check us out at rogelford.com

rogelford.com


