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Wesson News

 Vendors and other exhibitors from 
Tennessee, Louisiana and Arkansas as 
well as from throughout Mississippi 
will attract upwards of 3,000 persons 
to the forty-fourth annual Wesson Flea 
Market Outdoor Arts and Crafts Show 
and Sale this Saturday.
 Individuals, church groups, clubs, 
civic organizations and businesses will 
line Highway 51, Factory and Spring 
Streets from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to sell their 
wares, distribute literature and meet 
and greet the public.
 Whether residents are looking for a 
special book to read, a gift for someone 
or a pet dog or cat to keep them 
company, they will probably be able 
to fi nd it and much, much more among 
some 200 display areas where shoppers 
who know what they want and browsers 
looking for an opportunity or deal can 
sort through the numerous and varied 
crafts and arts items, antiques, jewelry, 
clothes and assorted fl ea market knick 
knacks.
 Among new vendors with displays is 
Blossman Gas, which is bringing its all-
propane tiny house, currently traveling 
around the southeastern United States.   
Blossman, the eighth largest propane 
company in the United States, unveiled 
its own 178 sq. ft. “All-Propane Tiny 
House” in 2015.  
 Local civic clubs and church groups 
will serve an array of foods and snacks 
in the bazaar-like atmosphere to quench 

the thirst and maintain the energy levels 
of visitors while raising money for their 
organizations and their projects and 
causes.  
 This year, local celebrity Summer 
Rials, a member of the New Orleans 
Saints cheerleading squad, will return 
-- possibly with colleagues who also 
root on the Saints --  to sell calendars 
and sign autographs.  The Wesson Lions 
Club will have its third annual sweet 
potato sale, offering fi ve-pound, ten-
pound, twenty-pound and forty-pound 
assortments at 50 cents per pound.  
Friends of the Library will also hold its 
annual book sale in the building next to 
the Wesson public library pavilion.
 The Town of Wesson Fire Department 
turned the event, better known today 
as the “Wesson Flea Market,” into a 
major fundraiser held annually on the 
third Saturday in October after it was 
started by a merchants association.  The 
volunteer fi re fi ghters generate some 
$5,000 each year on sales of the 10-foot-
by-10-foot display areas at $45 each.
 Vendors and exhibitors can still 
reserve display areas in advance.  They 
must furnish their own tables, chairs, 
and other display equipment and may 
sell from tent-booths and their cars 
and trucks.  Set-up for the Flea Market 
is after 5 p.m. on Friday and before 8 
a.m. on Saturday.  For information, 
contact event coordinator Kenneth Furr 
(P.O. Box 103, Wesson, MS 39191).  
Telephone:  601-643-2572/2246.

Wesson gears up for Flea Market crowds

By Bob Arnold

 The Board of Aldermen has approved 
a 2015-2016 budget for Wesson 
with increases of less than one per 
cent in revenues and expenditures 
-- $1,107,257 and $1,073,760 
respectively.
 The budget includes projected 
revenues and expenditures for the 
general fund, encompassing general 
government operations, the police 

2015 - 16 town budget largely unchanged 

Tiny house on display

Special to Wesson News

   The Blossman All-Propane Tiny House showcases twelve propane appliances 
-- two space heaters, a generator, an outdoor light, fi replace, range, refrigerator, 
dryer, tankless water heater, outdoor heater, fi re pit and portable grill.  The unique 
tiny house runs completely on propane, the fi rst of its kind in the country.   It will be at 
the Blossman display on Factory Street, where visitors can also purchase gas water 
heaters for $199 and register to win a Swiss Grill Zug-1 Portable Stainless Steel 
Outdoor Grill and camping stoves.  Blossman Propane Gas, Appliance & Service, 
a  sixty-year-old family-and-employee-owned company, serves customers in twelve 
Southeast and Mid Atlantic states from 73 branches, delivering more than 85 million 
gallons of propane a year; and selling, installing, and servicing appliances of most 
national manufacturers of ranges, cooktops, water heaters, generators, gas grills 
and gas logs. For more information, visit the Blossman branch at 26136 Highway 27 
in Crystal Springs, call the store manager at 601-892-1581, go to www.blossmangas.com 
or call 888-BLOSSMAN.

department, the street department, 
the Old School Community Center 
and public library; and separate 
revenue and expenditure projections 
each for the fi re department, water/
sewer operations and water meters.
 The general fund showed its surplus 
falling from $13,275 to $2,690 due 
largely to movement of Old School 
Community Center expenditure items 
($25,700) to the fund’s budget and 
personnel costs.

 The budgeted $579,100 general 
fund revenues included an estimated 
3.6 per cent increase in ad valorem 
(property) tax collections to $170,000 
and $8,000 in income from the Old 
School.  While projected general 
government expenditures jumped 
to $166,150 (up $12,600), tracing to 
personnel costs, estimated police 
department, street department, and 
public library expenditures fell by 
a total of $5,590.  Although the Old 
School expenditures helped drive 

total general fund expenditures to 
$576,410, they were also projected at 
$2,475 less than the amount spent in 
the 2014-2015 fi scal year.  
 Outside of the general fund, budget 
projections showed no increase in 
water meter revenues and expenditures 
($7,025 and $5000), a $2,050 decrease 
in fi re department expenditures, and 
modest increases in water/sewer 
revenues (up $6000 to $489,600) and 
expenditures (up $1,500 to $467,450).  
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Special to Wesson News

 Beauregard’s Thelma Morgan 
-- better known as “Granny” -- 
celebrated her one hundred and first 
birthday last month at home with 
friends and family.   She grew up in 
a family of sharecroppers on a diet of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, which they 
harvested and may have contributed 
to her longevity.  Her family followed 
harvests and gathered crops from 

the Texas Rio Grand Valley to 
Oklahoma, where she was born on 
September 1, 1914.  Today, as her age 
permits, Granny leads an active life 
centered around her membership in 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, where she 
still attends worship services on one 
or two Sundays a month.  She has a 
total of 13 grandchildren, 29 great 
grandchildren and 23 great, great 
grandchildren.

Special to Wesson News

Granny now 101
Special to Wesson News

 After visiting nearly every 
household in town in a unique 
door-to-door campaign, a relatively 
new resident of Wesson scored 
a solid victory in his quest to 
become Alderman-at-Large in a 
special election last month.
 Joel (Ric) Crockett, a Louisiana 
native who chose Wesson as 
his retirement home in 2006, 
won fifty-seven percent of the 
237 votes cast. His opponents 
were Scott Allen, who captured 
twenty-four  percent of the 
votes, and Mark Douglas, who 
had nineteen percent. Crockett 
will f ill the post vacated by Van 
Graham.  Graham, a Wesson Ace 
Hardware employee, resigned as 
Alderman-at-Large after the State 
Ethics Commission ruled that a 
town could not do business with 
any company in which one of its 
aldermen works.
 In a determined low-key 
campaign, Crockett, 70, made 
himself known to townspeople by 
walking door-to-door to visit with 
them, meeting some at special 
coffee receptions hosted by friends 
in their homes, and running a 
small ad in Wesson News.  “I met 
about ninety-eight per cent of 
Wesson residents on daily walks 
through neighborhoods where 

I knocked on doors,” Crockett 
relates.  “I missed a few who 
weren’t at home and skipped a 
house with two good guard dogs, 
but met and had discussions 
with a lot of good people in their 
homes.”  On election day, friends 
made telephone calls on his behalf 
to get out the vote.  Crockett 

Crockett captures Alderman post

estimates the campaign cost him 
a little more than $50.
 Crockett says he has a few “not 
particularly earth-shattering ideas” 
that he’ll bring to his work as 
an Alderman -- a product of the 
thirteen years he spent as an 
administrator in the St. Tammany 

Special to Wesson News

Mark Douglas (left) congratulates Alderman-elect Ric Crockett following his victory in 
special election.

cont. on page 14
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Special to Wesson News

 Accomplished Co-Lin alumni 
received recognition in ceremonies 
during the college’s homecoming 
festivities earlier this month. The Co-
Lin Alumni Association honored 
Carmon “Sandy” Cowart of Terrell, 
Texas, and Dr. Sherry Chance Pippen 
of Monticello as Alumni of the Year, 
and the Association’s Band and Colette 
chapter inducted Sonya White Cowen 
of Wesson into its Hall of Fame and 
named Laci Godbold of McComb 
Stanley Stewart Outstanding Young 
Alum.
• Cowart, a 1953 graduate of Copiah-
Lincoln Agricultural High School, 
attended the college for a year before 
transferring to the University of 
Mississippi, where he received a 
bachelor’s degree in pharmacy. He 
worked at Walgreens Pharmacy in 
Jackson for the first ten years, then 
returned to his Texas home, where 
he has owned and operated Terrell 

Pharmacy for forty-eight years.  Cowart 
is a member of the Terrell Chamber of 
Commerce and Rotary International, 
has served on the boards of United 
Way, the Regional Mental Health 
and Retardation Center and Terrell 
Independent Schools; and is a Paul 
Harris Fellow.  He is a member of Terrell 
Baptist Church, where he has served on 
the board of deacons for forty-five years 
and as a Sunday school teacher for 

III (Trey), of Wesson, and Katrina Smith 
(husband Lane) of Flagstaff, Arizona.
• Godbold, a 2003 Co-Lin graduate 
and a former Colette, studied dance 
performance and choreography at the 
University of Southern Mississippi for 
two years, earned a bachelor’s degree 
in physical education from William 
Carey College, and opened her own 
dance studio -- Main Street Dance 
Company -- in McComb in 2007 
where  she offers classes in ballet, tap, 
jazz, lyrical, contemporary, hip hop 
and gymnastics.  She is the principle 
teacher at the studio and serves as 

artistic director for an award- winning 
competition team, which she created in 
2009, and has performed in New York 
City and Walt Disney World, won both 
state and national titles, and received 
recognition at  national competition this 
past summer.  Godbold also teaches 
at Southwest Mississippi Community 
College and is choreographer for its 
stage and marching bands.  She has 
done choreography and taught dance 
for Nena Smith’s School of Dance in 
Wesson.  A member of Dance Teachers 
United for ten years, she serves on 
the board of directors of the not-for-
profit group. She is a member of the 
Pike County Chamber of Commerce 
and Adams United Methodist Church, 
where she serves on the Bible school 
and trustee committees.  She and her 
husband, Michael Godbold,  have a 
two-year-old daughter, Ginger. 

forty-eight years.  He and his wife, the 
former Jo Ann Hennington, have four 
children, Ron Cowart (deceased), who 
attended Co-Lin; Tami Brooks (Co-
Lin class of 1982), Tracey Crowsey and 
Tara Duty;  nine grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 
• Pippen, a 1997 graduate of Co-Lin, 
was head Colette and a member of the 
English and Science Clubs, the Student 
Government Association, President’s 
Council and Phi Theta Kappa.  She 
was a Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Junior Colleges selection, a 
campus favorite and homecoming maid.  

Pippen earned a bachelor’s degree 
in biology at Mississippi College, a 
doctorate of dentistry at the University 
of Mississippi School of Dentistry and 
now is a family dentist and owner of 
Oak Lane Family Dental in Monticello.  
She has served the Mississippi Dental 
Association and the American 
Dental Association; is a Fellow of the 
American College of Dentists, a past 
president of the Lawrence County 
Chamber of Commerce, a member of 
Monticello Baptist Church, the Co-Lin 
Foundation Board of Directors and a 
founding member of Co-Lin’s Band 
and Colette Alumni Chapter, which 
honored her in 2012 as the Stanley 
Stewart Outstanding Young Alum.  She 
and her husband Lynn Pippen have two 
daughters, Kiley and Brenna Kate.
• Cowen, a  graduate of Copiah-Lincoln 

Agricultural High School in 1963 and 
the college in 1965, was a Colette in 
the Co-Lin Show Band for four years, 
including two in high school; Colette 
captain in her sophomore year, Miss 
Copiah-Lincoln AHS and Miss Co-
Lin.  She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in education and library science 
from Mississippi College (MC) and 
completed additional studies at MC and 
the University of Southern Mississippi.  
She has worked as an assistant librarian 
in the Evelyn W. Oswalt library at 
Co-Lin for more than twelve years 
since her retirement as librarian at 
Wesson Attendance Center after thirty 
years.  Cowen is a member and former 
secretary of the Band and Colette 
Alumni Chapter, was the driving force 
in publication of A History of the Co-
Lin Band, which she edited; and was the 
Co-Lin Alumni Association’s Alumna 
of the Year in 2010 and inducted into 
the Co-Lin Foundation’s Hall of Fame 
in 2015.  Cowen has been honored as 
Wesson Teacher of the Year, Wesson 

Chamber of Commerce Educator of the 
Year, and Wesson’s Ageless Hero.  She 
is a member of Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International and its 1990 
Woman of Distinction, a member of the 
Wesson Garden Club, the 50 Plus Club, 
the Old Wesson School Community 
Center committee, and Wesson Baptist 
Church, in which she sings in the choir 
and is a Sunday school teacher.  She was 
married to the late Hollis J. Cowen, Jr., 
and has two children, Hollis J. Cowen, 

Four Co-Lin alumni honored

Special to Wesson News

Pippen

Special to Wesson News

Cowart

Special to Wesson News

Godbold

Special to Wesson News

Cowen
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By Guest Columnist
Dr. Stephanie Duguid

 Flu season is an  
annually recurring 
time period 
characterized by 
the prevalence 
of outbreaks 
of influenza (flu).  
At the beginning 
of the flu season 
this month, 
you need to 
understand what it is, how it spreads 
and actions to you can take to avoid it.
 Influenza (also called flu) is a 
contagious respiratory illness caused 
by viruses that infect the nose, throat 
and lungs.  It can cause mild to severe 
illness and, at times, can even lead to 
death.  Some people are at high risk 
for serious flu complications, which 
include pneumonia, ear infections, 
sinus infections, dehydration and 
worsening of chronic medical 
conditions:  children younger than five 
years old, especially children younger 
than two years old: adults older than 
50, especially those 65 years of age 
and older; women who are or will be 
pregnant during flu season, American 
Indians and Alaskan natives, residents 
of nursing homes and other chronic 
care facilities, people with neurological 
and neuro-developmental conditions, 
chronic lung disease and asthma, heart 
disease, blood, endocrine, kidney, liver 
and metabolic disorders; a weakened 
immune system due to disease or 
medication, people younger than 
nineteen years old, who are receiving 

long-term aspirin therapy; people who 
are morbidly obese.
 Flu season starts in 
October and runs through 
May.  If you get the flu, 
you’ll have lots of company. 
Millions of people all across 
the United States come 
down with it.  Children are 
most frequently affected.
 Flu usually starts 
suddenly and may include 
these symptoms:
• Fever or feeling feverish/
chills (not everyone will 
run a fever)
• Cough
• Sore throat
• Runny or stuffy nose
• Muscle or body aches
• Headaches
• Fatigue (tiredness)
• Vomiting and diarrhea, which is 
more common in children than adults
 Most experts believe that flu viruses 
spread mainly by droplets that become 
air borne when someone with the flu 
coughs, sneezes or even talks.  These 
droplets can land in the mouths or 
noses of people who are nearby.  Less 
often, people  might contract the flu 
by touching a surface or object that 
has the associated virus on it and then 
touching their own mouths, eyes or 
noses.   You may be able to pass on 
the flu to someone else before you 
know you are sick, as well as while 
you are sick.  Most adults may be 

able to infect others beginning one 
day before symptoms develop and up 
to five to seven days after becoming 

sick.  Some people, especially young 
children and people with weakened 
immune systems, might be able to 
infect others for an even longer time.
 The single best way to prevent the 
flu is to get a flu vaccination each fall. 
There are two types of vaccines.
 The “flu shot” is an inactivated 
vaccine (containing killed virus) that 
is given with a needle.  The nasal-
spray flu vaccine  (sometimes called 
LAIV for “Live Attenuated Influenza 
Vaccine”) contains live, weakened 
viruses that do not cause the flu.  Talk 
to your health care provider about 
which vaccine is right for you and 
your family.  About two weeks after 
a vaccination, antibodies develop that 
protect against flu virus infection for 
the entire season.  Flu vaccines will 
not protect against illnesses caused 
by other viruses, such as the common 
cold.
 Everyone aged six months and 

older should get vaccinated against 
the flu as soon as the vaccine is 
available.  Vaccination to prevent flu 

is particularly important for 
persons who are at increased 
risk for severe complications 
from flu or at higher risk 
for flu-related outpatient, 
emergency department or 
hospital visits. 
     In addition to vaccinations, 
good health habits can help 
stop the spread of germs and 
prevent respiratory illnesses 
like the flu.  Avoid close 
contact with people who are 
sick. Stay home when you 

are sick. 
 Cover your mouth and nose.  Wash 
your hands often. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, or mouth. 
 Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces at home, work or 
school, especially when someone is 
ill. Get plenty of sleep, be physically 
active, manage your stress, drink 
plenty of fluids and eat nutritious food.

Editor’s Note:  Dr. Stephanie Duguid 
is Assistant Dean of Academic 
Instruction and the Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation Division 
Chair at Co-Lin.  She is also an athletic 
trainer and nutrition specialist and has 
been teaching courses related to those 
two areas as well as practicing what 
she preaches for more than twenty 
years. 

Prepare now for the flu season
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Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During September, Wesson Police 
Department activity encompassed:

Response to:
•Two grand larceny reports
•Two accidents
•One petty larceny
•One simple assault (domestic violence)

Warrants Served:
•Two contempt of court
•One telephone harassment 

Citations & arrests:
•One felony possession of narcotics with 
intent to distribute
•One shop lifting
•Fourteen speeding violations
•Four seatbelt violations
•Two driving with a suspended license
•One driving without a license
•Two possession of marijuana
•One possession of paraphernalia 
•Three possession of beer
•Two open container violations
•One improper equipment
•Two careless driving
•One vehicle following too closely
•One reckless driving 
•Three stop sign violations
•One child restraint

On school days, the Wesson Police 
Department facilitates traffic flow at 
Wesson Attendance Center with officers 
on duty between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 3 
p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Special to Wesson News

The Co-Lin Alumni Association 
recognized five outstanding faculty 
and staff members at its homecoming 
luncheon:  Amy Case of Brookhaven 
and Blake Oberschmidt 
and Velesta Young 
of Wesson, all from 
the Wesson campus; 
Armanda Hood of 
Utica, Natchez campus; 
and Bryon Conville of 
Mendenhall, Simpson 
County Center.
• Case, outstanding 
academic instructor of 
the year, is a Beginning 
and Intermediate 
English Instructor, 
who started  her career 
at Co-Lin in 2002 on 
a part-time basis in 
the humanities lab 
before receiving a 
Bachelor’s Degree 
from The University of 
Southern Mississippi 
and a Master’s Degree 
from American Inter-
Continental University.  
She is active in the 
Mississippi Association 
of Developmental Education and a 
member of Brookway Church of Christ, 
where she teaches Bible class.  She and 
her husband Jason have a daughter, 
Jaycee.
• Conville, outstanding faculty/staff 
member for the Simpson County 
Center, came to Co-Lin in 2005, 
serves as librarian and teaches 
English Composition and British 
Literature courses.  He personally 
built the collection at the Simpson 
Center’s Taylor Library.  After earning 
a Bachelor’s Degree at Auburn 

University and a Master’s Degree at the 
University of Alabama, he served as a 
librarian in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
and at the Canton Public Library.  He is 
a recipient of Co-Lin’s Howell Garner 
High Performance Award and serves as 

a Boy Scout Leader.  He and his wife 
Alison have two children, Daniel and 
Michael.  
• Hood, outstanding faculty/staff 
member on the Natchez campus, serves 
as a mathematics instructor and Phi 
Theta Kappa advisor.  She joined Co-
Lin in 2011 after teaching math and 
coaching tennis at Hillcrest Christian 
College and working as a mathematics 
instructor at Hinds Community 
College.  She has an Associate’s Degree 
from Co-Lin,  Bachelor’s and Master’s 
Degrees from Mississippi College 

and is pursuing a Ph.D. at Mississippi 
State University.  Hood is a member of 
Mathematical Association of America 
and Pine Bluff Baptist church, serves 
as director of the Mississippi Regional 

Science Olympiad and 
is a recipient of Co-Lin’s 
Howell Garner High 
Performance Award and 
the SOAR Golden Apple 
Award.  An avid runner, she 
has completed several half 
marathons and marathons 
and was Mississippi 
Track Club’s Grand Prix 
Champion in 2012.  She and 
her husband Charles have a 
stepdaughter, Lauren, and 
a grandson, Bryson.
•Oberschmidt, outstanding 
career/technical instructor 
of the year, came to Co-
Lin in 2010 and serves as 
program coordinator of 
Automotive Technology.  
A graduate of Co-Lin’s 
automotive program,  he 
worked at Stan King 
Chevrolet in Brookhaven 
for more than 14 years,  is 
an ASE Master Certified 
Auto Technician and 

attends Strong Hope Baptist Church.  
He and his wife Sandy have two 
children, Kayla and Preston.
• Young, outstanding staff member of 
the year, has worked at Co-Lin since 
1996 and serves as accounts payable 
manager in the Business Office.  She is 
a graduate of West Lincoln Attendance 
Center  and a member of Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, where she serves on 
the building and grounds committee. 
She and her husband Gwyn have two 
children, Lane Young and Jessica 
Hynum, and five grandchildren.

Special to Wesson News

Outstanding faculty and staff members (left to right) are Blake Oberschmidt, 
outstanding career-tech instructor, Wesson Campus; Amy Case, outstanding 
academic instructor, Wesson Campus; Velesta Young, outstanding staff 
member, Wesson Campus; Amanda Hood, outstanding faculty and staff 
member, Natchez Campus; and Bryon Conville, outstanding faculty a staff 
member, Simpson County Center.

Alumni Association honors faculty & staff
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Special to Wesson News

 The holiday kick-off 
celebration at the Wesson Old 
School Community Center on 
November 12 will offer a fun-
fi lled social setting, benefi t an 
important component in the 
life of the town, and uniquely 
demonstrate community 
unity and cooperation in 
harmony with the spirit of the 
season, Wesson Chamber of 
Commerce president Marilyn 
Britt says.
 The Chamber and Co-Lin 
are partnering to produce the 
event, and all proceeds will go 
to support the Co-Lin Bands 
program.   The Chamber and 
the college are calling the 
occasion “Where Music Meets 
Art” and building it around 
visual arts and music with 
the presence of Brookhaven-
born watercolorist Wyatt 
Waters as the featured guest 
and performances by the 
Co-Lin Jazz, Sojourners and 
Percussion ensembles.
 The event will also feature 
food prepared by students 

in Co-Lin’s Culinary Arts 
Program, and the Wesson 
Garden Club will assure that 
the Old School is appropriately 
decorated.  Tickets for the 
celebration-benefi t are $20; 
and a silent auction, including 
donated items from local 
businesses and The Outlet in 
Jackson, will raise additional 
funds     
 “The event will bring 
residents of the community 
together for a joyous occasion 
fueled by art and music, says 
Britt. It will usher in the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
season with its special 
emphasis on family and peace 
among peoples and, at the 
same time, benefi t an integral 
part of our community -- the 
Co-Lin Bands program. It will 
be a unique event good for the 
community as a whole.”  
 Tickets are available 
at Trustmark Bank.  For 
information, call Marilyn 
Britt at 601-345-6834 or 
Beverly King at 601-757-7724.

Chamber & Co-Lin partner  for celebration - benefi t
 Brookhaven-born Wyatt Waters calls Clinton, 
Mississippi, home.  He moved there as a 
teenager and went on to attend Mississippi 
College, where he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in art with a minor in English.  On his way 
there as a toddler, he stopped in Wesson with 
his parents.  His 
father coached for 
Co-Lin, and his 
mother was a Collette 
at Co-Lin when she 
was a student.  Waters 
originally aspired 
to be a teacher, 
but became more 
interested in painting.  
“We’re living in a 
digitized world, and 
I feel that with art, I 
get a real experience,” 
he relates.  The places 
where he has traveled 
and lived, including 
Mississippi and the 
Caribbean, have 
inspired his art.  He 
started painting and exhibiting his works in 
the 1980s.  He paints a variety of subjects in 
plein air using transparent watercolor.  He is 
particularly known for Mississippi roadside 
subjects, rural landscapes and cityscapes 
with scenes of Jackson. He says that as a 

Special to Wesson News

Wyatt Waters

form of free expression, his paintings are like 
his diary.   His paintings are held in private and 
corporate collections, and he has had solo shows 
at the Mississippi Museum of Art, the Lauren 
Rogers Museum of Art, the Meridian Museum 
of Art and the Jackson Municipal Art Gallery.  

Waters has also 
published several 
books feat u r ing 
h is  wate rcolor 
pa int ings.   He 
received the 
M i s s i s s i p p i 
Institute of Arts 
and Letters award 
for An Oxford 
Sketchbook and the 
Mississippi Library 
Association Special 
Award for Art for 
his collaboration 
with Robert St. 
John,  A Southern 
Palate. In 2010, 
he received the 
Mississippi Arts 

Commission Governor’s Award for Excellence 
in the Arts.  American Artist and Watercolor  
have focused on his art.  Waters has taught at 
Mississippi College and Millsaps and was an 
Artist in Residence in the Clinton and Meridian 
public schools.
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Special to Wesson News

 Upwards of 5,000 home 
gardeners and horticultural 
professionals will converge on 
the Mississippi State University 
(MSU) Truck Crops Branch 
Experiment Station at Crystal 
Springs for the Southeast’s most 
popular home gardening event 
October 16 and 17.  Attendees 
also often take in the Wesson Flea 
Market, which coincides with the 
event. 
 The Fall Flower & Garden Fest, 
which focuses on all aspects 
of vegetable, f lower and herb 
gardening, will feature experts 
from the MSU Extension Service, 
the Mississippi Agricultural and 
Forestry Experiment Station, 
Master Gardeners and other 
groups.  They will conduct 17 
educational garden seminars each 
day, give one-on-one advice on 
the latest gardening techniques 
and offer plant recommendations.  
More than 60 vendors will offer 
many kinds of plants, yard art and 
garden tools for sale.

Garden Fest expects 
five thousand visitors

Special to Wesson Newscont. on page 14
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Wesson News

 Led by volunteer fi re fi ghters and 
children from the Wesson Baptist 
Church pre-school program, Wesson 
honored the lives of fi rst responders 
and others who died in the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the 
United States in the national Patriot 
Day remembrance of those tragic 
events last month.
 Patriot Day on September 11  is 
recognized by U.S. law as the offi cial 
memorial of that day when 2,977 
people perished after four planes were 
hijacked, with three of them crashing 
into the New York City World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon in Arlington, 
Virginia, and a fourth one, directed at 
Washington, DC, crashing into farm 
land near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 
when its passengers bravely attempted 
to retake it.
 At 8 a.m. on Patriot Day in Wesson, 
six volunteer fi re fi ghters set out on 
the third annual Patriot Walk from 
the town’s fi re department -- four 

on foot and two in a fi re truck -- to 
memorialize the police offi cers, 
fi remen, and medical technicians who 
died while assisting other September 
11 victims.  
 Walkers Seth Morris, Chief of the 
Bethel Volunteer Fire Department 
and a paid professional with the 
Brookhaven Fire Department (BFD); 
Mike Rand, Wesson Volunteer Fire 
Department (WVFD) Captain; 
Chris Davis, WVFD and BFD; and 
Tia Davis, WVFD and a King’s 
Daughters Medical Center emergency 
medical technician; and Kenneth 
Carraway and Rev. Frank Newell, 
also with WVFD, in a fi re engine 
passed through the Co-Lin campus 
and various neighborhoods on their 
unique two-mile  journey.  Morris 
carried the Flag of Heroes, which 
displays the names of fi rst responders 
who died on September 11.  Rand 
dressed in full fi re fi ghting gear, and 
Davis wore a self-contained breathing 
apparatus.

 The Patriot Day parade, with 
more than fi fty pre-school children, 
followed the memorial walk. The 
children, accompanied by their 
parents and teachers, on bikes and 
tricycles and in wagons decorated 
with fl ags and red, white and blue 
balloons and ribbons, were led by 
the WVFD fi re engine and American 
Legion Post Commander John Goza, 
who carried the American fl ag in 
the tradition of Charles Langley, the 
recently deceased Post Commander.  
They marched from Wesson Baptist 
Church south on Highway 51 to 
the stop light and reversed tracks, 
returning to their starting point.    
 The Wesson Baptist Church pre-
school program initiated the parade 
in 2003 to teach its children about 
patriotism and how to appropriately 
honor the men and women who lost 
their lives on September 11.  Begun 
as a one-time event, it has continued 
because of the enthusiastic response 
of townspeople who lined Highway 51 

First responders and others remembered 

Special to Wesson News

Chris Davis (left) wore a self-contained 
breathing apparatus, and Seth Morris 
carried the fl ag of heroes in the Patriot Day 
Walk.
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to view the parade and also participate 
in the memorial, according to pre-
school program director Sharon King.  
 Chris Davis started the Patriot Walk 
three years ago, hiking with Rev. 
Newell, who continued the event last 
year on his own.  With six participants 
this year, Newell is delighted to 
see it evolving into “an ongoing 
event in which fi rst responders 

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Baptist pre-school program children on bikes and tricycles and in wagons highlighted Patriot Day parade.

Special to Wesson News

Patriot Day walkers were Chris Davis, Seth Morris, 
Tia Davis and Mike Rand.

demonstrate their appreciation for 
their counterparts who sacrifi ced 
their lives on September 11, 2001, and 
remind the public of their heroism and 
bravery.”
 “The terrorist attacks were unique 
in American history because civilian 
fi rst responders were targeted,” 
Newell, also the pastor at Decell 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 

points out.
 The parade marchers from the pre-
school program included children 
from four classes:
 •Teacher Sharon King’s class.    
 •Teacher Marsha Raiford’s class 
 •Teacher Candy Walker’s class.   
 •Teacher Kristi Smith’s class.  

with hike and parade on Patriot Day
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Special to Wesson News

 In three of Co-Lin’s first 
seven football games, its key 
players have won honors for 
their standout performances  
from the Mississippi 
Association of Community 
and Junior Colleges (MACJC).  
Wolfpack sophomore running 
back Lakedric Lee was named 
MACJ Offensive Player of the 
Week after rushing 26 times 
for 113 yards and catching 
12 passes for 113 to help Co-
Lin engineer its 31-24 win 
over East Mississippi, which 
catapulted it into the number 
one spot among the nation’s 
community and junior colleges 
in football.  With 23 seconds 
remaining in regulation, Lee, 
a graduate of North Pike High 
School, scored on a five-yard 
touchdown run to tie the game 
at 24-24.  In overtime, he 
scored the game winner on a 
five-yard touchdown pass. In 
the previous week, MACJC 
honored Co-Lin kicker Greg 
Nickles as Special Teams Player of 
the Week following the Wolfpack’s 
season opener against Itawamba.  
Nickles, from Rankin Academy, 
received the same honor after Co-
Lin’s 29-26 overtime victory over 

rival Southwest in which he kicked a 
32-yard and two 36-yard field goals, 

one of which tied the game as time 
expired in the fourth quarter.
 Former standout to coach 
Co-Lin softball.  Jackie Stowe 
Johnson, a Mississippi Association 

of Community and Junior College 
(MACJC) All-State and National 

Junior College Athletic 
Association Region 23 
teams selection and an 
NJCAA Distinguished 
Academic All American 

who helped the 2006 
Lady Wolves softball 
capture the MACJC 
State Championship 
and finish third in the 
NJCAA tournament, 
has returned to her 
former Co-Lin team 
as an assistant coach 
to work with the 
pitching staff.  The 
Copiah Academy 
product continued 

to play softball at Delta State after 
graduating from Co-Lin, received 
honors there as a recipient of the 
Lady Statesman Award, a member of 
the Athletic Director’s Hall of Fame, 

and  a National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association All-American Scholar-
Athlete.  At Delta State, she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics 
Education and a master’s degree 
in Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation.  Since 2009, she has 

taught Geometry, Pre-
Calculus, Trigonometry 
and Physical Education at 
Wesson Attendance Center.  
She served as head softball 
coach for the Lady Cobras, 
which won three titles in 
slow-pitch, one in fast-
pitch, and finished as the 
2A South State runner-up 

from 2009-2012.
 Pee Wee Football.  Pee Wee football 
and cheering squads, including 
Wesson Attendance Center children 
in grades four through six, started 
their season October 8, and it will 
continue through October 27.  Play 
will be on the WAC baseball field. 
 Archery course.  With archery, 
paced by its popularity in hunting 
and through clubs in secondary 
schools, now the number two sport 
in Mississippi, Co-Lin is offering a 
course in it for the first time.  Classes 
will run for eight weeks on Mondays 
and Tuesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. starting today at the Callender 
Gym. 

MACJ recognizes Wolfpack grid performers

Special to Wesson News
Lakedric Lee

Special to Wesson News
Greg Nickles
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Scoreboard
September 8-October 13

 
Wesson High School Cobras

Football   
Record:  3-5.  Recent Wins:  Mt. Olive.  42-0.  Recent Losses:  Seminary.  
30-12.  Raymond.  14-10.  Hazlehurst.  30-0.  Port Gibson.  7-0.

Girl’s Slowpitch Softball                                                                                                                        
Record:  15-8.  Recent Wins:  Florence.  8-5, 9-4.  Mendenhall.  15-5.  
Franklin County.  13-5, 11-1. Hazlehurst.  14-1, 16-4.  Crystal Springs. 17-
0.   Recent Losses:  Lawrence County.  11-5, 18-3.  West Lincoln.  16-2.

Co-Lin Wolves
Football
Record:  5-2.  Recent Wins:  Mississippi Delta.  58-14.  Southwest 
Mississippi.  29-26 (OT).    East Central.  31-28.  Recent Losses:  Pearl 
River.  17-9.  Hinds.  33-26.  

Men’s Soccer
Record:  0-8.  Recent Losses:  Southwest.  6-1.  Mississippi Gulf Coast.  
7-1.  Jones.  4-1.  Meridian. 4-3.  Northwest.  8-0; 8-2.   

Women’s Soccer
Record:  0-7-1.  Recent Losses:  Southwest.  3-0.  Mississippi Gulf 
Coast.  2-0.  Jones.  12-1.  Meridian.  4-1.  Northwest.  4-1.  Recent Tie:  
Northwest.  1-1 (OT).  

Golf
Fourth in Hinds Invitational at Eagle Ridge Country Club; Fourth in 
Northeast Invitational at Shiloh Athletic Club.

Upcoming sporting events
October 14
Co-Lin lady & men soccer Wolves at Pearl River. 5  p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

October 15
Co-Lin football Wolves play Gulf Coast.  7 p.m.

October 16
Co-Lin lady & men soccer Wolves at Jones.  5 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Wesson High School football Cobras at Jefferson County.  7 p.m.

October 20 
Co-Lin lady & men soccer Wolves play Meridian.  4 p.m. & 6  p.m.

October 22
Co-Lin football Wolves at Jones County.  7 p.m.

October 23
Wesson High School football Cobras play Franklin County.  5 p.m.

October 26 & 27
Mississippi Gulf Coast Invitational Golf Tournament at Grand Bear Country 
Club, Saucier, MS

October 30 
Wesson High School football Cobras at Wilkinson County.  7 p.m.

November 2
Co-Lin lady and men basketball Wolves play Holmes.  6 p.m. & 8 p.m.

November 5
Co-Lin lady & men basketball Wolves at Mississippi Delta. 6 p.m. & 8 p.m.

November 10
Wesson Junior High & High School girls & boys basketball Cobras at West 
Lincoln.  4 p.m., 5 p.m., 6 p.m. & 7:3
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By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

 When I 
was teaching 
beginner band, 
I told parents 
that playing 
an instrument 
is something 
their sons and 
daughters can 
do for the rest 
of their lives. 
It is not just an 
activity for high 
school and college, but something that 
will bring them joy for a lifetime. 
 With church orchestras now 
popping up  in even the smallest 
congregations, the opportunities for 
those instrument players who wish 
to continue are greater than ever.  In 
our area, musicians who have moved 
into the real world can also play in the 
Ole Brook Wind Symphony, which 
is beginning its latest season. The 
band, which rehearses Tuesdays at 
Alexander Middle School at 7:00 p.m., 
includes business people, doctors, 
dentists, construction workers and 
teachers -- men 
and women from 
all walks of life 
who just enjoy 
playing in an 
ensemble.
 The Ole Brook 
Wind Symphony 
(OBWS) is 
conducted by 
Leroy Smith 
from McComb, 
who also passes 
the baton to 
several others -- DP Hawkins, one 
time band director at Lipsey Jr. High 
School and our old friend Stanley W. 
Stewart, who directed Co-Lin’s bands 
program before my tenure there.  Ole 

Bands & choral groups for lifelong enjoyment
Brook programs include typical band 
literature like marches and overtures 
and also patriotic and show tunes.  
“We have only had three rehearsals 
this year,” notes Stewart.  “So we are 
still reading a lot of music to see which 
ones best fit the band.”  Stewart also 
says it’s not too late to become part of 
the group. “There is no audition,” he 
chuckled. “We need players in each 
section. Grab your instrument and 
come on.” 
 OBWS has been around since the 
spring of 2001.  With Stewart, in fact, 
I was one of the first conductors and 
continued in that  role through the 
2010 season, when Dr. Jim Brewer 
took the podium followed by Smith, 
Hawkins and Stewart as a conducting 
team.  Others from within the band 
take turns conducting as well.  All in 
all, it is a fun time for everyone.  The 
Fall Concert for the Ole Brook Wind 
Symphony is November 17 and the 
venue will be announced soon.
 Enjoying music for a lifetime isn’t 
limited to those who play a musical 
instrument or had band experience, 
either.  There’s also a group for you if 
you like to sing.  The Lincoln County 

Chorale Society 
rehearses at 
B r o o k h a v e n 
First United 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church each 
Tuesday night 
at 6:00 p.m.  
It performs 
standard choral 
literature from 
s p i r i t u a l s 
to major 
works.  Patton 

Rice, Director of Vocal Music at 
Mississippi School of the Arts for the 
past eleven years, conducts the choir.  
Brookhaven High School Choral 
Director Jens Oliva, who has since 

moved to Florida, started The Choral 
Society in 2014.  The ensemble has 
about 40 members and is rehearsing 
for a trip to New York to perform at 
Carnegie Hall in early 2016. 
 Along with The Lincoln County 
Choral Society, singers from the 
Co-Lin and MSA choirs will also be 
going to New York, where they will 
join forces with other choirs from 
around the country, rehearse for three 
days and then perform “Requiem for 
the Living” -- a major choral work  by 
Dan Forrest lasting forty-five minutes.  
In the first year of its publication, 
the Requiem was performed over a 
hundred times around the world.  In 
fact, the MSA choir helped premier 
the piece two years ago in New York.  
 Denise Riley, Director of Choral 
Activities at Co-Lin, says eleven 
members of the Co-Lin Choir will be 
selected for the New York trip through 
an audition process. “We are looking 
forward to the trip and performing at 
the historic concert hall,” Riley says.  

 Co-Lin  and  MSA students have 
been busy raising funds to help offset  
trip expenses.  Contact Riley, David 
Campbell, Director of the Co-Lin 
Foundation, or the MSA Foundation 
if you can help fund the trip through 
a donation.  Five days in New York is 
expensive.  Lend a hand if you can. 
 Although fall is a busy time with 
football games and practices, dance 
classes, homework and other church, 
club and school activities, treat 
yourself to an evening of great music 
at a concert of one of the multi-
talented musical ensembles in our 
area.  Even better still, dig out your 
old instrument and join the Ole Brook 
Wind Symphony or start singing with 
the Lincoln County Choral Society.  
Music is an activity which we can 
enjoy throughout our lives. 

Editor’s Note:  Shaw Furlow is 
director of the Mississippi Musicians 
Hall of Fame.

Special to Wesson News
Ole Brook Wind Symphony.
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 Based on the lack of a pre-trial 
competency hearing, the Mississippi 
Supreme Court has vacated the armed 
robbery and capital murder conviction 
of Erik Wayne Hollie for the 2009 
killing of  Wesson Pawn Shop owner 
D.D. Ward.  The case has been 
returned to the trial court for a mental 
evaluation and a competency hearing.  
At his trial in 2010, Hollie said  he 
was guilty and wanted the death 
penalty.  After deliberating for a little 
over an hour, the jury unanimously 
granted his wishes.

 Halloween in Wesson.  Trick or 
treating on Halloween night (October 
31) will culminate a week of children 
and family oriented events in 
Wesson.  The Wesson Baptist Family 
Fall Festival, a safe family-friendly 
Halloween alternative on October 
28 between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m., starts 
the festivities with  games, candy, 
free food, door prizes, inflatables 
and a dunking booth.  On October 
29, between 3:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. at 
Wesson Attendance Center, the Red 
Ribbon Festival, sponsored by the 
Parent Teachers Organization, features 
carnival-like events for children created 
by elementary school classes.  It’s part 
of a week of activities at WAC which 
focus on responsible decision-making 
by children and youth.  At 8 p.m. at 
the high school, Students Against 
Destructive Decisions hosts a haunted 
that also ties in with Red Ribbon 
Week with fun in a scary setting and 
a serious message about making good 
choices in life. Children from WAC 
kindergarten and first grade classes, 
the Wesson Baptist pre-school and 
Precious Moments Day Care Center 
will trick or treat downtown businesses 
and organizations the next morning.  

Finally, older children and youth will 
come out on Halloween night to trick 
or treat.  Wesson Police Department 
Chief Chad O’Quinn 
says his officers will be 
in their cars and on foot 
patrol to assure a safe 
evening.  He cautions 
motorists to “drive 
slowly on streets that 
will have more people 
on them than usual” 
and reminds trick-or-treaters to “use 
common sense.  Don’t wear masks 
into businesses that could frighten 
workers and only stop at houses with 
their lights that show they are receptive 
to knocks on their doors.”  (See more 
details in the Community Calendar).  

 Hospital recognized for working 
environment.  Modern Healthcare, 
a prestigious weekly magazine, has 
listed King’s Daughters Medical 
Center (KDMC) in its annual Best 
Places to Work in Healthcare.  Because 
KDMC is dedicated to providing the 
best patient experience, it also provides 
the best working environment for ita 
employees and medical staff, Alvin 
Hoover, the hospital’s CEO, said.  
Celine Craig, KDMC Chief Human 
Resource Officer, added that the 
hospital “has built a culture in which 
employees are supported and engaged, 
which benefits not only patients and 
customers, but the employer’s financial 
performance as well.”

 Positive choices week-long focus.  
Led by Students Against Destructive 
Decisions (SADD), Wesson Attendance 
Center (WAC) will participate in the 
National Family Partnership’s Red 
Ribbon Week October 26-30, to raise 
awareness among its students about 
the dangers of bullying, drug and 
tobacco use and encourage them to 

cultivate good life-nurturing habits.  
Members of SADD, a student group 
which promotes positive choices for 

teenagers in today’s 
complex world, will 
push a different theme 
and message at WAC 
each day by acting and 
dressing in costumes 
and encouraging their 
peers to do    likewise -- 
as rock stars on Monday 

to communicate “rocking away from 
poor decisions” and  business people 
on Tuesday to communicate “too 
busy to make poor decisions;” in 
white face makeup on Wednesday to 
communicate “poor choices can white 
you out” and pink dress on Thursday 
to communicate that “good choices can 
help prevent cancer;” and as a Disney 
character on Friday to communicate 
“happily ever-after” as a result of good 
choices.

 Training & talking.  Wesson 
volunteer fire fighters in early October 
sharpened their own skills to respond to 
emergencies and took a fire safety and 
prevention message to the community.   
On October 2, they practiced processing 
evacuees following a Port Gibson 
power plant radiological emergency 
in a simulation, exercise at the Copiah 
County Safe Room at Gallman.  In the 
simulation, conducted by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and 
Mississippi Emergency Management 
Office, they had had hands-on 
experience with equipment, such as 
dosimeters, which measure exposure 
to radiation.  During Fire Safety Week, 
October 4-10, they visited Wesson 
Baptist, Sylvarena and Beauregard 
United Methodist Churches; Co-Lin, 
Precious Moments Day Care, Wesson 
Baptist Pre-School and kindergarten, 
first grade and second grade classes at 

Wesson Attendance Center to discuss 
fire safety and how they serve the 
community.  Dressing in their fire-
fighting gear, they demonstrated to 
children that they may sometimes 
look scary, but are special helpers in 
emergencies.

Special to Wesson News
Wesson Police Department (WPD) 
captain Troy Floyd (left), a  twelve year 
veteran of WPD and a Copiah County 
deputy sheriff, has temporarily assumed 
the duties of Chad Sills, the force’s 
assistant chief, who was involved in a 
recent accident related to his work for the 
Copiah County Sheriff’s Office.  Sills is 
expected to be incapacitated for several 
months. Here he confers with Sergeant 
Robbie Douglas. In other personnel 
changes, WPD has also hired two new 
patrolmen:  Bryan Cabin, a Mississippi 
Department of Corrections parole officer 
based in Brookhaven; and  Lisa Jackson, 
a Brookhaven Police Department 
officer attached to the Southwest 
Mississippi Narcotics Task Force, 
which encompasses police forces in 
Brookhaven and McComb and Sheriff’s 
Offices in Lincoln, Pike and Walthhall 
counties.

Conviction in murder case vacated
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Parish, Louisiana, Sheriff’s Office.  
“There’s nothing wrong in Wesson, 
but at some point I may have 
suggestions.  Initially, I will keep  
my mouth shut and listen for a 
while.”
 New Orleans-born and reared 
in St. Tammany Parish, Crockett 
and his wife Annette came to 
the Wesson area in 2006 after 
evacuating their Slidell home 
to take shelter from Hurricane 
Katrina with his sister-in-law, 
Betty Martin.  They liked Wesson, 
bought a home here, lived there 
on weekends and holidays, and 
settled in it permanently after 
Crockett retired in 2009 as a 
Lieutenant on the administrative 
side of the St. Tammany Parish 
Sheriff’s Office.  Annette had 
retired earlier as a tax collector 
for the Sheriff’s Office.

Crockett captures election
cont. from page 2

 From 1964 to 1995, Crockett 
worked in the Slidell area as a 
service advisor in automotive part 
houses and service departments.  
He joined the parish Sheriff’s 
Office in 1996 as a purchasing 
agent with responsibility for 
soliciting and reviewing bids for 
a $7 million radio system, a new 
$10 million operations facility, 
food for a jail with eight hundred 
inmates and equipment and 
supplies including police cars, 
helicopters, and boats, among 
other things.      
 Since settling in Wesson, 
Crockett has been active in 
the Lions Club, serving as its 
president for two years.  He and 
his wife are members of Wesson 
Baptist Church.   They have three 
children, six grandchildren, and 
three great grandchildren.

 Admission and on-site parking 
are free.  The event opens at 9 
a.m. and closes at 2 p.m. both 
days. Vendors will offer food and 
drinks.
 MSU specialists will lead 
informational walking tours of the 
gardens throughout the event and 
discuss topics specific to f lowers, 
vegetables, landscape plants, 
diseases and insects.  Composting, 
beekeeping, new turf plots, pond 
management, specialty crops and 
backyard wildlife habitats are 
also among the subjects that will 
be on the agenda. Attendees can 
ask gardening questions, get soil 
tested, and have plants, insects or 
disease samples identified at the 
Plant Doctor Table under the main 
tent.  Wagon tours of the 175-acre 

cont. from page 7

research site also will be offered.
 A three-acre garden will display 
more than 70 vegetable and f lower 
varieties that are All-America 
Selections, a prestigious national 
horticultural award. The All-
America Selections logo will be 
displayed on the winning plants’ 
variety signs.
For more information, visit http://
www.msucares.com/fallfest/ or 
call Rick Snyder at 601-892-
3731.  A new app for mobile 
devices provides a complete 
schedule of events and can be 
downloaded at  http://guidebook.
com/g/FFGFestGuide. The fest’s 
Facebook page is at  http://www.
facebook.com/FFGFest and the 
event can be followed on Twitter 
@MSUFallFest.

Garden Fest expects 
five thousand visitors
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October weather forecast:  The Old 
Farmers Almanac calls for an average 
temperature of 64 degrees F (one degree 
below average for this time of year) and 
precipitation of four inches (one inch 
above average for this time of year).  

  
OCTOBER 13
Diabetes support group.  Meets weekly on Tuesdays.  Education 
Annex at King’s Daughters Medical Center, Brookhaven.  1:30 
p.m.  For information, call Natalie Ybarra at 601-835-9489.

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and VFW Auxiliary Post 2618 
meet.  $5.00 for meal.  VFW Hall on Industrial Park Road, 
Brookhaven.  5:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 14
Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR).  Lifelong Learning 
Day.  A full day of workshops with lunch included.  Workshops 
on honey bees (Wes Fitzpatrick), fire safety (Co-Lin Workforce 
Education), and Co-Lin’s Seawolves Robotics Team (Dr. Kevin 
McKone, among others.  ILR members will teach each other in 
a “Do Tell!” workshop   Co-Lin Thames Center.  10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Breast Cancer Awareness Bingo Walk sponsored by Co-Lin’s 
Wolfpack Wellness Initiative.  Oswalt Nature Trail on Co-Lin 
campus.  11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Flu, pneumonia and TDAP shots provided by Wal-Mart 
pharmacy for children and youth.  Wesson Attendance Center.  
Throughout the day during school hours.
OCTOBER 15
50+ Club.  Forrest Thigpen, President of the Mississippi Center 
for Public Policy, an independent Jackson-based think tank, will 
speak.  Anderson Building on the Co-Lin campus.  10:30 a.m.

Lunch and Learn sponsored by Friends of Lincoln County 
Public Library.  Betsy Belk of Stillwater Studio will discuss and 
demonstrate yoga.  Free.  Bring lunch.  Vernon Room at Lincoln 
County Public Library. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  For information, 
contact Nancy Hanks-Myers at Modestyann@aol.com.

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild reception and announcement 
of Art Competition winners.  Arcylics, oils, pastels, drawings, 
watercolors, 3D mixed media and photography in the completion 
for awards in the seven categories will be on display and artists 
will discuss their work.  Free and open to public Vernon Room at 
Lincoln County Library.  4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild (BRAG) monthly meeting for 
artists and patrons will discuss BRAG’s Christmas on the Tracks 

Community Calendar
exhibit and other upcoming events.  To be considered for the 
Artist of the Month honor, bring a work reflecting the October 
theme, which is “Harvest” or “Halloween.”  Vernon Room 
at Lincoln County Public Library.  6:30 p.m.  For information, 
contact Nancy Hanks-Myers at Modestyann@aol.com.and visit 
Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild on Facebook.   

American Legion Post #79 meets.  American Legion Lodge on 
Main Street, Wesson.  6:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 15 & 16
Fall break at Co-Lin.
OCTOBER 17
Wesson Flea Market Outdoor Arts and Crafts Show and Sale.  
Individuals, church groups, clubs, civic organizations and 
businesses sell arts, crafts, fleas and host of other items with 
food and refreshments; distribute literature; and meet and greet 
the public on Highway 51, Factory, and Spring Streets.  8 a.m. to 
5 p.m.  Set-up times for displays are after 5 p.m. on October 16 
and before 8 a.m. on October 17.  For information, contact event 
coordinator Kenneth Furr (P.O. Box 103, Wesson, MS 39191).  
Telephone:  601-643-2572/2246.
OCTOBER 19
Beginner clogging classes for persons of all ages beyond age 
5 are held every Monday night.  A small fee is charged each 
month.  Brookhaven Recreation Department on Highway 51.  
Call 601-833-3791 for information.
OCTOBER 20
Celebrity Dinner and silent auction to raise funds for the 
Brookhaven Animal Rescue League (BARL).  $25 tickets must 
be purchased in advance due to limited seating.  Lincoln County 
Civic Center.  6 p.m.  For information and to purchase tickets, 
contact Julie Montalvo at 601-757-1057 or email info@barl.net.
OCTOBER 22
Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR).  Workshop led by ILR 
members on area landmarks.  Presenters need to sign up in 
advance.  “Get Low,” a movie about a Tennessee recluse who 
plans to preside over his own funeral, follows the workshop.  
Refreshments served.  Thames Center on the Co-Lin campus.  
12:30 p.m.

Thursday Theater sponsored by Friends of Lincoln County Public 
Library will feature the movie “The Boy in Striped Pajamas.”  
Free.  Bring snacks.  Vernon Room at Lincoln County Public 
Library, Brookhaven.  1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.  For information, 
contact Nancy Hanks-Myers at Modestyann@aol.com.

OCTOBER 26
Blood drive every second and fourth Monday.  King’s Daughters 
Medical Center Hospital Annex.  1 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Call 800-817-
7449 for information.  
OCTOBER 27-30
Institute for Learning in Retirement trip to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee
OCTOBER 28
Family Fall Festival.  A safe, family-friendly alternative to 
Halloween with carnival style games, including a dunk tank; face 
painting, inflatables, trunk or treat for candy, cake auction, free 
food and drinks, door prizes, including an IPad Air, donated by 
local businesses.  Please, no scary costumes.  Wesson Baptist 
Church parking lot and gymnasium.  6 p.m.-8 p.m.
OCTOBER 29
Wesson Lions Club meets.  Conference Room at Co-Lin student 
cafeteria building.  6:30 p.m.

Wesson Attendance Center Parent Teach Organization (PTO) 
Red Ribbon Festival for elementary school children and families 
tied into the National Red Ribbon Week focus on responsible 
decision-making.  There will be a silent auction for adults and 
carnival-like events for children created by each elementary 
class (a cake walk, face painting, photo booth, costume contest, 
and games such as go-fish), and a canteen offering food and 
drinks.  Tickets are 50 cents for selected events or $10 arm 
bands can be purchased for participation in all events.  Funds 
support the PTO.  WAC elementary school.  3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
For older youth and adults, a haunted house hosted by Students 
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) follows at 8 p.m. in the 
main hallway of the high school.  It offers fun in a scary setting 
and a serious message about making good choices in life.  $5 
admission.  Funds support SADD charities. 
OCTOBER 30
Trick or Treat Downtown.  Children from Precious Moments day 
care center, the Wesson Baptist Church pre-school children, and 
the  kindergarten and first grade classes at Wesson Attendance 
Center to local businesses, which will be waiting for them with 
special candy and other treats.  9:30 a.m.
OCTOBER 31
Halloween.  Trick or treating starts in Wesson neighborhood at 
5:30 p.m. and will continue until 9 p.m.  
NOVEMBER 3
Election Day

Registration deadline for ten hour OSHA Safety & Health course 
on preventing hazards at general industry work sites.  $50 fee 
for classes on November 10 & 11 from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. on Co-
Lin Wesson campus.  For information, contact Toni Dobbins at 
601-643-8716.

Wesson Board of Alderman meet.  Old School Community 
Center.  8 p.m.
NOVEMBER 5
Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR) luncheon.  Co-
Lin’s Wolfpack Ramblers will entertain.  $10 with advance 
reservations.  $12 at the door.  Thames Center on the Co-Lin 
campus.  10:30 a.m.  
NOVEMBER 6 
Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR) day trip to Mississippi 
State Supreme Court and State Capitol Building in Jackson.  
$10.  Departs Thames Center on Co-Lin campus at 8:30 a.m.
NOVEMBER 7
Wesson Attendance Center Beauty Pageant for children 
and youth from kindergarten through the twelfth grade.  Rea 
Auditorium at Co-Lin.  1 p.m.-9 p.m.
NOVEMBER 9
J.M. Wesson Masonic Lodge # 317 meeting.  Masonic Lodge 
building on Highway 51.  6 p.m.
NOVEMBER 10
Pre-registration for spring term at Co-Lin.  Dow Young Building 
on Co-Lin campus.   

Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR).  “Antique Road Show,” 
a workshop led by ILR members who will bring old objects and 
talk about them.  “Max,” a movie about a trained service dog 
who finds a new life with the troubled teenage brother of his 
U.S. Marine best friend who is killed in Afghanistan, follows the 
workshop  Refreshments served.  Thames Center on the Co-Lin 
campus.  12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
NOVEMBER 11
Wesson Attendance Center honors service veterans.  Breakfast 
and special program with music and dramatic readings.  Old 
Gymnasium at WAC.  9 a.m.-12 noon.

Diabetes Awareness Poker Walk sponsored by Co-Lin’s 
Wolfpack Wellness Initiative.  Oswalt Nature Trail on Co-Lin 
campus.  11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Email Community Calendar items 
to bobarnold@wessonnews.com
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The Place:
Wesson Attendance Center

The Time:
Saturday October 17th

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

The Event:
DRIVE 4 UR SCHOOL
Up to $6000 for your 

School

CALL US:    601-892-FORD (3673)
INTERNET:   rogelford.com

Automobile News
Rogel Ford announces 
“Drive 4 UR School”

Wesson Attendance Center
Drive 4 UR School is a

fantastic event that can deliver
big money to our local schools.
“We have done 2 of these
events already and its been
great” says Carl Rogel.

“This years event will be
for Wesson Attendance Center
and we could end up donating
as much as $6000.00 with no
strings attached. We provide
all of the vehicles and our
employees are volunteering
their time.

All people have to do is
show up and test drive one of
our new Fords and the money
goes right to the school.
Absolutely no cost to anyone.”
Last years event raised over
$4000.00 for Copiah Academy.

“We decided to do
Wesson this year because of
the great support the residents
there have given to the
Dealership. Copiah County
people keeping their money at
home at their only home-town
dealership. That’s just smart
community involvement. We
are heavily involved with the
Wesson community. This will
be our third year of
scholarships and we are very
involved with Co-Lin and the
Vocational program there. We
also sponsor numerous youth
sports teams and the like.”

“Lesa and I are all about
education and supporting the
areas that have helped make
Rogel Ford so successful. We
hope to see everyone there!”

Rogel Ford, the 
way every 

Dealership Should 
be Run**A Model 
For the Future

ROGEL FORD-CRYSTAL SPRINGS

Carl & Lesa Rogel

Rogel Ford
26167 Hwy 27 (I55 exit 72)

Crystal Springs


